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When	using	title	case,	which	words	in	a	title	or	headline	should	be	capitalized,	and	which	words	should	not	be	capitalized?	The	short	answer	is:Capitalize	the	first	word	and	all	nouns,	pronouns,	verbs,	adverbs	and	adjectivesLowercase	all	articles,	(short)	prepositions,	and	certain	conjunctionsThis	is	a	simplified	representation	of	the	title	case	rules;	the
detailed	rules	for	various	styles	can	be	found	on	the	dedicated	page	Title	Capitalization	Rules.However,	if	you	are	not	sure	what	a	subordinating	conjunction	is	or	if	you	already	have	a	specific	word	in	mind	that	you	want	to	check,	then	this	is	the	right	page	for	you.	It	features	an	alphabetical	list	of	words	that	are	of	special	interest	for	title	case
capitalization,	for	example,	because	they	are	often	capitalized	incorrectly,	are	capitalized	differently	depending	on	their	grammatical	function,	or	are	capitalized	differently	depending	on	the	style	guide	that	is	used.In	the	light	blue	box	below,	select	the	style	you	are	interested	in	(e.g.,	APstyle	or	Chicago	style),	or	select	multiple	styles	to	compare
them.	The	table	will	then	specify	for	each	word	whether	it	should	be	capitalized	or	lowercased	for	the	selected	style(s).	Sometimes	this	depends	on	the	grammatical	function	of	the	word	(out,	for	example,	is	lowercased	as	a	preposition,	but	capitalized	as	an	adverb	or	adjective).	In	such	a	case,	the	provided	examples	will	help	you	identify	the	function
(and	thus,	the	correct	capitalization)	of	the	word	in	your	title.The	first	word	of	a	title	or	subtitle	and	(except	for	AMA,	APA	and	Bluebook	style)	the	last	word	are	always	capitalized.	This	is	a	universal	rule	and	thus	not	repeated	throughout	the	table.	If	a	word	is	not	listed	in	the	table,	then	it	must	be	capitalized	(unless	it	is	the	second	part	of	a	Latin
species	name).Please	note	that	the	Title	Case	Converter	offers	a	fully	automatic	conversion	to	title	case,	taking	all	the	rules	into	account.	Its	results,	while	not	perfect,	are	of	high	quality.	The	information	on	this	page	can	be	used	to	verify	the	output	of	the	converter	in	cases	of	doubt.The	right	way	to	capitalize	your	title	depends	on	which	style	guide
youre	following.	Different	style	guidesincluding	the	most	commonly	used	ones	such	as	the	Associated	Press	Stylebook	and	the	Chicago	Manual	of	Styleoften	have	their	own	specific	rules	for	title	capitalization.While	there	is	some	variation	among	the	most	commonly	used	style	guides,	most	guides	recommend	capitalizing	the	first	and	last	words	of	a
title,	as	well	as	major	words	such	as	nouns,	pronouns,	verbs,	adjectives,	and	adverbs.Most	popular	style	guides	generally	agree	that	articles	(a,	an,	the),	short	conjunctions	(and,	or,	but),	and	short	prepositions	(at,	by,	to,	etc.)	are	not	capitalized	in	titles,	unless	they	are	the	first	or	last	word	in	the	title.Even	if	you	excelled	in	English	class	or	took	a
copyediting	course,	the	rules	governing	capitalization	in	titles	might	still	confuse	you.	There	are	specific	guidelines	for	which	words	to	capitalize	in	titlesthese	apply	to	books,	movies,	plays,	television	shows,	white	papers,	blog	posts,	and	more.	However,	these	rules	are	not	universal;	they	vary	depending	on	the	style	guide	you	follow.	With	this	guide,
you	can	quickly	and	accurately	capitalize	titles	in	your	writing.	The	AI	writing	assistant	for	anyone	with	work	to	do	Table	of	contents	The	style	guides	that	set	the	standards	for	capitalizing	titlesHow	to	capitalize	titlesWhat	words	are	capitalized	in	titles?Title	case	vs.	sentence	case	in	titlesMore	examples	of	capitalization	in	titlesCapitalization	in	titles
FAQsThe	style	guides	that	set	the	standards	for	capitalizing	titlesFirst,	an	important	question:	Who	makes	the	rules	for	capitalization	in	titles?	Following	are	the	major	style	guides	that	set	the	standards	for	how	to	treat	the	written	word.	Of	the	guides	listed	above,	the	most	commonly	used	style	guides	are	the	Associated	Press	Stylebook,	the	Chicago
Manual	of	Style,	and	the	Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association.	This	post	will	focus	on	two	of	the	most	common	style	guidesthe	AP	stylebook	and	the	Chicago	Manual	of	Style.	How	to	capitalize	titlesAccording	to	most	style	guides,	nouns,	pronouns,	verbs,	adjectives,	and	adverbs	are	capitalized	in	titles	of	books,	articles,	songs,
and	beyond.	The	popular	grammar	and	punctuation	style	guides	generally	agree	that	when	spelling	out	a	title,	the	first	and	last	words	should	be	capitalized,	as	should	all	major	words	in	between.	Similarly,	they	concur	that	articles	(the,	an,	a),	short	conjunctions	(and,	but,	or,	for,	nor),	and	short	prepositions	(in,	off,	on,	out,	at,	by)	should	be	in
lowercase	unless	theyre	the	first	or	last	word.Capitalization	guidelines	by	style	guide	With	so	much	crossover	between	guides,	capitalization	in	titles	seems	straightforward.	However,	there	are	a	few	important	differences,	especially	surrounding	the	treatment	of	prepositions	and	conjunctions.Prepositions	in	titlesAP	capitalizes	prepositions	of	four
letters	or	more,	while	Chicago	capitalizes	prepositions	of	five	letters	or	more.	APA	and	MLA	also	have	their	own	unique	approaches:	APA	capitalizes	words	with	four	or	more	letters,	while	MLA	capitalizes	all	major	words,	including	short	conjunctions.	(We	explain	this	more	later	in	this	post.)Here	are	some	examples	of	preposition	treatments	in
titles:AP/APA:	The	Man	With	the	Golden	GrainChicago/MLA:	The	Man	with	the	Golden	GrainConjunctions	in	titlesMost	style	guides	lowercase	short	conjunctions	like	and,	but,	or,	for,	nor,	and	yet	in	titles.	However,	Chicago	style	capitalizes	the	conjunctions	yet	and	so	in	titles.Here	is	an	example	of	different	style	guides	treatment	of	conjunctions	in	a
title:AP/APA:	So	Complicated,	so	SimpleChicago/MLA:	So	Complicated,	So	SimpleThese	differences	stem	from	each	guides	specific	focus	and	target	audience,	reflecting	varying	conventions	in	grammar	and	usage	across	different	fields.	For	example,	AP	style	is	designed	for	clarity	and	brevity	in	journalism,	while	academic	styles	like	Chicago	and	MLA
prioritize	consistency	and	thoroughness	in	scholarly	writing.Given	subtle	but	important	variations	such	as	these,	its	critical	to	consult	your	specific	style	guide	to	ensure	consistent	and	accurate	title	capitalization.	When	in	doubt,	check	your	style	guide.What	words	are	capitalized	in	titles?As	noted	earlier,	capitalizing	words	in	titles	depends	on	the
style	guide	youre	using.	Nevertheless,	most	style	guides	concur	that	the	first	and	last	words	of	a	title	should	always	be	capitalized,	irrespective	of	their	part	of	speech.	Furthermore,	most	style	guides	consistently	capitalize	nouns,	pronouns,	verbs,	adjectives,	and	adverbs.The	concept	of	major	and	minor	words	also	forms	the	foundation	for	most	title
capitalization	rules.Major	words	typically	include	nouns,	pronouns,	verbs,	adjectives,	adverbs,	and	subordinating	conjunctions.	These	words	are	usually	capitalized	in	titles	across	most	style	guides.Minor	words,	on	the	other	hand,	often	consist	of	articles	(a,	an,	the),	coordinating	conjunctions	(and,	but,	or,	for,	nor),	and	short	prepositions	(in,	on,	at,
to).	These	words	are	generally	not	capitalized	unless	they	appear	as	the	first	or	last	word	in	the	title	or	are	four	letters	or	longer,	depending	on	the	style	guide.Is	the	first	word	in	a	title	capitalized?	The	first	word	in	a	title	is	always	capitalized,	regardless	of	which	style	guide	youre	following.The	Catcher	in	the	Rye	To	Kill	a	Mockingbird	A	Tale	of	Two
Cities	The	Chicago	Manual	of	StyleAre	nouns	and	pronouns	capitalized	in	titles?Style	guides	agree	that	nouns	should	always	be	capitalized.The	lion,	the	witch	and	the	wardrobe	is	by	C.	S.	Lewis.The	Lion,	the	Witch	and	the	Wardrobe	is	by	C.	S.	Lewis.Are	verbs	capitalized	in	titles?Verbs	are	also	always	capitalized,	according	to	all	style	guides.Things
fall	Apart	is	by	Chinua	Achebe.Things	Fall	Apart	is	by	Chinua	Achebe.Are	adjectives	capitalized	in	titles?Adjectives	are	always	capitalized	in	titles.Roald	Dahl	wrote	Charlie	and	the	chocolate	Factory.Roald	Dahl	wrote	Charlie	and	the	Chocolate	Factory.Are	adverbs	capitalized	in	titles?Adverbs	are	also	always	capitalized	in	titles.Bren	Brown	wrote
Daring	greatly:	How	the	Courage	to	Be	Vulnerable	Transforms	the	Way	We	Live,	Love,	Parent,	and	Lead.Bren	Brown	wrote	Daring	Greatly:	How	the	Courage	to	Be	Vulnerable	Transforms	the	Way	We	Live,	Love,	Parent,	and	Lead.Are	hyphenated	compounds	capitalized	in	titles?All	guides	agree	that	the	first	element	must	always	be	capitalized	in	a
hyphenated	compound	in	a	title.	The	treatment	of	the	remaining	elements	depends	on	their	function	in	the	compound	and	the	style	guide	being	followed.Generally,	most	guides	agree	that	major	words	(nouns,	pronouns,	verbs,	adjectives,	and	adverbs)	within	the	compound	are	capitalized,	while	minor	words	(articles,	conjunctions,	and	short
prepositions)	are	not	unless	they	are	the	first	or	last	word	of	the	title.However,	some	style	guides	recommend	capitalizing	all	elements	of	a	hyphenated	compound	for	consistency,	so	check	the	rules	in	your	guide.Following	are	some	examples	of	how	to	treat	compounds	when	capitalizing	in	titles:The	Well-Tempered	Clavier	is	my	favorite	piece	of	music
by	Johann	Sebastian	Bach.Both	elements	are	capitalized	as	they	are	major	words.I	wrote	a	book	for	graphic	designers	called	Navigating	the	Work-for-Hire	Landscape.Here,	for	is	lowercase	because	it	is	a	minor	word,	unless	you	follow	a	guide	that	recommends	capitalizing	all	the	compound	words.	In	that	case,	the	correct	version	would	be	Navigating
the	Work-For-Hire	Landscape.Are	spelled-out	numbers	or	fractions	capitalized	in	titles?	According	to	most	style	guides,	both	components	require	capitalization	when	a	spelled-out	whole	number	or	simple	fraction	is	used	in	a	title.	The	rule	for	capitalization	around	the	spelling	of	numbers	and	fractions	also	follows	the	notion	of	capitalizing	important
words	and	leaving	unimportant	words	lowercase.Here	are	some	examples:One	Hundred	Years	of	Solitude	is	a	novel	by	Gabriel	Garca	Mrquez.Five	Quarters	of	the	Orange	was	written	by	Joanne	Harris.Two	and	a	Half	Men	was	created	by	Chuck	Lorre	and	Lee	Aronsohn.Since	style	guides	vary,	its	a	good	idea	to	check	the	rules	of	the	guide	you	follow,
even	if	you	think	it	looks	right.Are	articles	capitalized	in	titles?All	major	style	guides	agree	that	articles	are	lowercase	in	titles	unless	theyre	the	first	or	last	words	in	the	title.Ernest	Hemingway	wrote	For	Whom	The	Bell	Tolls.Ernest	Hemingway	wrote	For	Whom	the	Bell	Tolls.Girl	on	A	Train	is	a	thriller	by	A.	J.	Waines.Girl	on	a	Train	is	a	thriller	by	A.	J.
Waines.In	each	of	these	titles,	the	and	a	are	not	capitalized	because	they	are	articles.In	this	next	example,	the	article	a	is	capitalized	because	its	the	first	word,	but	the	is	lowercase	because	it	is	an	article	that	is	not	a	first	or	last	word:Jennifer	Egan	wrote	A	Visit	from	The	Goon	Squad.Jennifer	Egan	wrote	A	Visit	from	the	Goon	Squad.Are	conjunctions
capitalized	in	titles?Style	guides	differ	on	whether	to	capitalize	or	lowercase	certain	conjunctions,	or	words	that	link	other	words,	phrases,	or	clauses	together.	For	instance,	according	to	AP	style,	conjunctions	of	three	letters	or	fewer	are	lowercase.However,	Chicago	style	prefers	to	lowercase	all	coordinating	conjunctions	except	for	yet	and	so.	It	also
lowercases	the	subordinating	conjunction	as	but	capitalizes	if,	while	AMA	and	MLA	capitalize	both.	Again,	its	best	to	look	up	the	rule	if	youre	unsure	about	your	specific	title.The	examples	below	illustrate	both	AP	and	Chicago	rules	for	conjunctions:She	titled	her	thesis	Urban	Legends:	Fact	Or	Fiction?She	titled	her	thesis	Urban	Legends:	Fact	or
Fiction?Shakespeare	wrote	Romeo	And	Juliet.Shakespeare	wrote	Romeo	and	Juliet.Are	prepositions	capitalized	in	titles?Sometimes	prepositions	are	capitalized,	and	sometimes	theyre	not,	depending	on	the	style	guide	youre	following.In	AP	title	case,	prepositions	of	four	or	more	letters	(such	as	between,	above,	and	below)	are	capitalized.	However,	the
Chicago	Manual	of	Style	says	to	capitalize	prepositions	only	when	theyre	five	or	more	letters.When	following	Chicago	style,	watch	out	for	how	youre	using	each	word	in	the	titlesome	words	that	usually	function	as	prepositions	can	also	act	as	adjectives	or	as	part	of	a	verb	(in	both	cases,	theyd	be	capitalized).	The	Chicago	Manual	of	Style	advises	that
you	can	capitalize	a	preposition	when	it	is	used	adverbially	or	adjectivally	(up	in	Look	Up,	down	in	Turn	Down).If	you	were	writing	the	following	title	of	this	painting,	heres	how	you	would	write	it	in	AP	style:Johannes	Vermeer	painted	The	Girl	With	the	Pearl	Earring	in	1665.But	if	you	were	following	Chicago	style,	you	would	write	it	this	way:Johannes
Vermeer	painted	The	Girl	with	the	Pearl	Earring	in	1665.Is	the	last	word	in	a	title	capitalized?Yes,	the	last	word	in	a	title	is	always	capitalized,	regardless	of	which	style	guide	youre	following	or	what	part	of	speech	the	word	represents.	This	rule	is	consistent	across	all	major	style	guides,	including	AP,	Chicago,	MLA,	and	APA.The	universal
capitalization	of	the	last	word	ensures	visual	balance	and	consistency	in	titles,	even	when	its	a	word	that	would	typically	be	lowercase	according	to	other	title	capitalization	rules.For	example,	in	the	title	Something	to	Die	For,	the	final	For	is	capitalized	because	its	the	last	word,	even	though	its	a	preposition.	Similarly,	in	To	Be	or	Not	to	Be,	the	final
Be	is	capitalized	despite	being	a	short	verb	that	might	otherwise	be	lowercase	in	some	style	guides.This	rule	applies	even	to	words	that	are	typically	minor	and	would	be	lowercase	elsewhere	in	the	title,	such	as	articles	(a,	an,	the),	short	prepositions	(in,	on,	to),	or	coordinating	conjunctions	(and,	but,	or).	For	instance,	in	the	song	title	Something	to
Live	For,	the	final	For	is	capitalized	because	its	the	last	word,	even	though	its	a	preposition	that	might	be	lowercase	if	it	appeared	elsewhere	in	the	title.Want	to	make	sure	your	writing	shines?	Grammarly	can	check	your	spelling	and	save	you	from	grammar	and	punctuation	mistakes.	It	even	proofreads	your	text,	so	your	work	is	extra	polished
wherever	you	write.Title	case	vs.	sentence	case	in	titlesSentence	case	is	a	capitalization	style	used	in	writing	titles,	headings,	and	subheadings	where	only	the	first	word	of	the	title	and	any	proper	nouns	are	capitalized.So	far,	weve	focused	on	title	case,	or	headline	style,	where	the	first	letter	of	every	major	word	is	capitalized	in	a	title,	including
nouns,	pronouns,	verbs,	adjectives,	and	adverbs.Sentence	case	is	distinctly	different;	its	rule	is	to	capitalize	the	first	word	but	leave	most	other	wordsexcept	for	proper	nouns	or	termslowercase	regardless	of	whether	they	are	major	or	minor	words.	Sentence	case	is	not	as	commonly	used,	but	it	is	becoming	more	popular,	especially	in	online
writing.Here	are	a	couple	of	sentence-case	examples:The	catcher	in	the	ryeTo	kill	a	mockingbirdThe	bridge	to	TerabithiaA	critical	analysis	of	Lord	of	the	Flies	by	William	GoldingThe	choice	between	title	case	and	sentence	case	often	depends	on	the	style	guide	used.	Some	style	guides,	like	APA,	recommend	using	sentence	case	for	titles	in	reference
lists,	while	others	prefer	title	case	for	most	headings.But	unlike	title	case,	where	there	is	a	wide	variety	of	treatments	depending	on	your	guide,	sentence	case	is	generally	consistent	across	styles.More	examples	of	capitalization	in	titlesConsider	these	additional	examples	of	correctly	capitalized	titles	(which	meet	the	criteria	in	any	style	guide)	to	help
guide	you:East	of	Eden	was	a	popular	book	by	John	Steinbeck.The	Ocean	at	the	End	of	the	Lane,	by	Neil	Gaiman,	is	my	favorite	book.The	sitcom	Two	and	a	Half	Men	explores	the	lives	of	two	brothers.The	same	rule	applies	to	subtitles	regarding	title	capitalization.	See	these	examples:The	Assassins	Cloak:	An	Anthology	of	the	Worlds	Greatest
DiaristsVirginia	Woolf	wrote	Orlando:	A	Biography.In	these	particular	examples,	the	articles	an	and	a	are	capitalized	because	they	are	both	the	first	word	of	the	subtitle.Capitalization	in	titles	FAQsWhat	words	need	to	be	capitalized	in	titles?In	titles,	most	style	guides	agree	on	capitalizing	the	first	and	last	words,	nouns,	pronouns,	verbs,	adjectives,
and	adverbs.	However,	there	are	differences	among	style	guides	regarding	the	capitalization	of	prepositions,	conjunctions,	and	articles,	with	some	guides	(like	AP)	capitalizing	prepositions	of	four	or	more	letters,	while	others	(like	Chicago)	capitalize	only	prepositions	of	five	or	more	letters.What	words	dont	need	to	be	capitalized	in	titles?Generally,
articles	(a,	an,	the),	short	conjunctions	(and,	but,	or),	and	short	prepositions	(in,	on,	at,	by)	arent	capitalized	in	titles,	unless	they	are	the	first	or	last	word.	However,	style	guides	differ	on	some	specifics;	the	Associated	Press	Stylebook	capitalizes	prepositions	of	four	or	more	letters,	while	the	Chicago	Manual	of	Style	capitalizes	prepositions	of	five	or
more	letters.What	is	title	case	vs.	sentence	case?Title	case	capitalizes	the	first	letter	of	every	major	word	in	a	title,	while	sentence	case	capitalizes	only	the	first	word	and	any	proper	nouns.	For	example,	in	title	case,	you	would	write	The	Catcher	in	the	Rye,	whereas	in	sentence	case,	it	would	be	The	catcher	in	the	rye.Your	writing,	at	its	best.Works	on
all	your	favorite	websitesRelated	Articles	There	are	many	rules	surrounding	what	to	capitalize	in	a	sentence,	but	specific	rules	apply	to	titles	in	general	and	often	cause	confusion	with	new	writers	and	English	language	learners.Titles	include	formal	titles	concerning	the	names	of	people	or	places,	as	well	as	the	titles	of	books,	speeches,	albums,	art,
and	other	formally	named	creations.	Knowing	what	words	should	be	capitalized	in	a	title	is	important	for	proper	grammar	and	presentation	of	your	writing.Lets	review	the	basics	of	capitalization	and	then	focus	specifically	on	capitalization	rules	for	titles.Capitalization	is	a	lesson	taught	to	beginning	English	writers,	and	there	are	three	common	rules
to	remember:The	first	word	of	every	sentence	is	capitalizedThe	initial	letters	of	all	proper	nouns	are	capitalizedThe	pronoun	I	is	capitalizedTitles	fall	under	the	rule	of	proper	nouns,	but	titles	can	be	lengthy,	leading	to	the	question	of	which	words	are	NOT	capitalized	in	a	title.We	are	first	going	to	learn	how	to	recognize	the	titles	used	with	people.
Then	we	delve	deeper	into	titles	of	works	to	help	you	discern	which	words	require	capitalization	and	which	do	not.The	names	of	people	are	considered	a	proper	noun,	but	did	you	also	know	that	any	title	associated	with	the	name	is	also	considered	an	extension	of	their	name?When	a	title	precedes	a	persons	name,	you	must	capitalize	the	title.	You	also
must	capitalize	it	when	used	alone	as	a	direct	address.For	example:Make	sure	to	ask	Mister	Smith	if	he	will	be	available	for	tutoring.We	decided	to	ask	Principal	Kaney	for	help	with	the	petition	since	he	always	gave	good	advice.The	Principals	approval	was	needed	in	order	to	appear	at	the	next	community	meeting.Our	questions	were	directed	towards
State	Representative	Michael	Jones,	who	voted	for	a	House	Bill	we	didnt	agree	with.The	State	Representative	decided	to	hold	a	public	forum	to	address	concerns.Do	not	capitalize	titles	if	they	are	used	as	a	general	reference	and	are	not	related	to	a	specific	person.For	example:We	will	be	holding	interviews	to	fill	the	vacant	principals	position.The	next
elections	will	contain	options	for	a	new	state	representative.High	government	official	titles	are	considered	a	proper	noun	whether	they	are	tied	to	a	specific	person	or	not.	These	are	capitalized	even	when	they	are	not	used	in	a	direct	address.For	example:There	are	only	two	years	until	we	vote	for	a	new	President.It	will	be	many	years	before	there	is	a
new	Queen	of	England.Supreme	Court	Justices	must	be	nominated	and	voted	upon.All	words	in	a	compound	title	should	be	capitalized	unless	a	prefix	or	suffix	is	added.For	example:ex-Governor	JohnsonVice	Principal	ByersFamilial	relationships	should	be	capitalized	if	they	refer	to	a	specific	person.	If	they	are	preceded	by	a	possessive	noun	or
pronoun,	leave	them	lowercase.For	example:Im	excited	to	visit	my	Uncle	Ken	this	summer	on	the	lake!My	childrens	uncle	always	takes	them	for	boat	rides.Always	capitalize	abbreviations	of	titles	before	and	after	names.For	example:Senator	Smith	=	Sen.	SmithGovernor	Jones	=	Gov.	JonesMister	Johnson	=	Mr.	JohnsonMister	Argyle	Senior	=	Mr.
Argyle	Sr.Formal	titles	include	written	works,	speeches,	art,	and	courses	or	classes	being	taught.	There	are	some	basic,	yet	important	rules	to	follow	concerning	which	words	should	be	capitalized.Classes	must	be	capitalized	if	the	course	is	a	language	course	or	if	the	course	is	followed	by	a	number.	Courses	that	contain	proper	nouns	should	also	be
capitalized.	Otherwise,	leave	it	lowercase.For	example:EnglishCreative	Writing	101historyNew	Mexico	HistoryAccording	to	most	English-style	guides,	book	titles,	article	titles,	publications,	and	works	of	art	should	always	be	capitalized.	Use	up-style	capitalization	in	these	cases;	that	is,	capitalize	the	first	letter	of	the	first	and	last	words	and	of	all
words	besides	short	(fewer	than	five	or	so	letters)	articles,	conjunctions,	and	prepositions.	Short	verbs,	nouns,	adverbs,	and	adjectives	should	be	capitalized.Lets	look	at	examples	of	this:The	Count	of	Monte	CristoA	Separate	PieceWuthering	HeightsHistory	101:	The	Complete	First	EditionThe	Incident	at	Owl	CreekMouse	Goes	to	SchoolHer	Beautifully
Bright	LifeThe	Running	ManAlthough	the	Chicago	Manual	of	Style	usage	guide	says	to	keep	all	prepositions	lowercase,	the	AP	Style	Guide	prefers	all	prepositions	four	or	more	letters	long	should	be	capitalized.	This	is	the	better	style	guide	variation	option.One	Flew	Over	the	Cuckoos	NestThe	Bridge	Beneath	the	RidgeThe	Guide:	Referencing	New
Citations	Lesson	1The	Two-Fold	HeistSeventy-Two	Red	BalloonsLove	Like	MeThe	Word	As	it	TurnsAs	youve	seen	above,	not	all	words	in	a	formal	title	are	capitalized.	Make	sure	you	know	which	word	to	leave	lowercase.Unless	they	are	the	first	or	last	word	in	a	title,	the	coordinating	conjunctions	but,	and,	nor,	or,	for,	so,	as,	if,	and	yet	should	be
lowercaseUnless	they	are	the	first	or	last	word	in	a	title,	the	articles	a,	an,	and	the	should	be	lowercase.Unless	they	are	the	first	or	last	word	in	a	title,	all	prepositions	shorter	than	four	letters	should	be	lowercase.	These	include	as,	at,	by,	for,	of,	off,	in,	per,	to,	on,	up,	and	via.The	titles	of	people,	works,	and	labels	should	be	correctly	capitalized	to
provide	the	proper	emphasis	to	your	reader.	It	is	important	to	know	that	what	you	are	writing	is	referring	to	a	proper	noun	or	formal	description.Peoples	names	and	creations	are	important,	and	properly	capitalizing	provides	your	reader	insight	to	what	you	are	referring	to.	Hopefully,	these	sets	of	rules	are	exactly	what	you	needed	to	double-check
your	own	work	and	ensure	you	are	using	the	common	capitalization	rules	of	titles	correctly.	Titles	can	be	confusingeither	due	to	length	(were	looking	at	you,	Baz	Luhrmanns	William	Shakespeares	Romeo	+	Juliet),	punctuation	(Leprechaun:	Back	2	Tha	Hood),	or	content	(sigh,	2002s	Mr.	Mom).	But,	titles	can	also	stump	readers	and	writers	across	the
board	due	to	title	caseconventions	of	which	words	in	a	sentence	start	with	capital	letters.Have	no	fear:	well	walk	you	through	the	steps,	one	at	a	time,	using	movie	titles	(some	ridiculous,	some	not)	as	examples.	That	way,	you	can	apply	the	movie	titles	rules	to	songs,	academic	papers,	and	even	PowerPoint	headings	to	determine	when	to	use	title	case.
What	words	to	capitalize	in	a	title	The	first	thing	we	want	to	know	is	what	exactly	counts	as	a	title.	According	to	most	major	style	guides,	titles	includes	the	proper	names	of	creative	works	like	movies,	books,	songs,	magazines,	video	games,	podcasts,	and	articles.	Titles	may	also	include	the	titles	of	scientific	papers,	the	titles	of	academic	tests,	and
possibly	the	headings	in	essays	or	slideshows.Anything	that	doesnt	fall	into	one	of	those	categories	should	be	in	sentence	caseand	if	the	name	didnt	tip	you	off,	thats	the	opposite	of	title	case.	In	sentence	case,	the	only	thing	that	should	be	capitalized	is	the	sentences	first	word	and	any	proper	nouns.For	a	lot	of	writers,	title	capitalization	becomes	a
tricky	issue	when	a	piece	of	writing	has	to	follow	a	certain	style	guide.	Each	of	the	common	style	guides	(APA,	AP,	Chicago,	and	MLA)	has	its	own	approach	toward	capitalization.	However,	there	are	some	rules	these	style	guides	do	agree	on.	Take	advantage	on	this	moment	to	review	the	general	rules	for	capitalizing	as	well.	Capitalize	the	first	and
sometimes	the	last	wordSo,	in	the	title	The	Perks	of	Being	a	Wallflower,	make	sure	to	capitalize	Theits	the	very	first	word,	and	its	capitalization	tips	off	the	reader	that,	hey,	the	titles	officially	starting.	As	for	the	last	word,	Chicago	and	AP	Style	recommend	always	capitalizing	it	while	MLA	and	APA	style	do	not	unless	it	fits	into	another	rule	that	says
you	should.Capitalize	nouns,	pronouns,	verbs,	adjectives,	adverbs,	and	subordinating	conjunctionsThe	rules	for	title	capitalization	divide	words	as	major	and	minor.	For	the	most	part,	major	words	are	capitalized	while	minor	words	are	not.	How	do	we	define	a	major	word?	Good	question.	A	major	word	is	a	noun,	pronoun,	adverb,	adjective,	or
verbbasically,	any	word	whose	meaning	impacts	the	sentence.	Most	major	style	guides	also	recommend	capitalizing	subordinating	conjunctions,	which	can	include	words	like	because	or	if.	So	in	a	movie	title	like	Eternal	Sunshine	of	the	Spotless	Mind,	youd	capitalize	the	adjectives	and	nouns.Capitalize	words	that	have	four	letters	or	moreMajor	words
are	also	those	that	are	four	letters	long	or	longer,	according	to	most	major	style	guides.In	the	title	Dont	Tell	Mom	the	Babysitters	Dead,	Tell,	Mom,	Babysitter,	and	Dead	are	all	major	wordstheyre	verbs	(tell),	nouns	(mom,	babysitter),	and	adjectives	(dead	describes	the	babysitter),	and	they	all	very	much	impact	the	sentences	meaning.	Because	of	that,
they	should	all	be	in	title	case.Capitalize	the	first	word	following	a	colonThe	English	languageand	its	titlesare	rarely	simple.	Theyre	often	broken	up	by	punctuation.	Titles,	in	particular,	often	feature	colons	that	introduce	subtitles.	Check	out	the	following	movie	titles	featuring	colons:Breakin	2:	Electric	Boogaloo	Master	and	Commander:	The	Far	Side
of	the	World	Transformers:	Dark	of	the	MoonNotice	a	pattern?	Anything	after	the	colon	starts	with	a	capital	letter,	like	its	a	brand	new	sentence	(or	title)even	if	its	a	minor,	short	word,	likethe	in	The	Far	Side	of	the	World.	Generally	speaking,	subtitles	typically	follow	the	same	capitalization	rules	that	apply	to	titles.Capitalize	the	second	word	in	a
hyphenated	compoundThe	same	goes	for	movie	titles	like	Lust,	Caution	that	feature	a	comma	in	the	middle	(or	a	hyphen,	like	The	40-Year-Old	Virgin):	anything	after	the	punctuation	is	capitalized	anew.	So	each	word	inThe	Break-Up	and	Ant-Man	iscapitalized.	That	being	said,	most	style	guides	recommend	not	capitalizing	a	word	that	follows	a
hyphenated	prefix,	as	in	the	word	Anti-hero.	Articles	are	considered	minor	words,	which	means	they	are	lowercased.	For	example,	in	the	title	Snakes	on	a	Plane,	the	word	a	is	lowercased.	Remember,	though,	that	these	words	would	be	capitalized	if	they	are	the	first	word	of	a	title	as	in	The	Hunger	Games.Dont	capitalize	coordinating	conjunctions
(and,	but,	for,	so,	or,	nor,	yet)Coordinating	conjunctions	connect	two	grammatical	elements	of	identical	construction,	as	in	Three	Men	and	a	Baby.Dont	capitalize	prepositions	(at,	by,	to,	etc.)Likewise,	prepositions	should	not	be	capitalizedunless	a	style	guide	recommends	capitalizing	them	if	they	are	a	long	word.	With	a	title	likeThe	End	of	the	World	in
Our	Usual	Bed	in	a	Night	Full	of	Rain	(yes,	this	is	real),	youll	note	the	pronoun	(our)	is	capitalized,	while	the	prepositions	are	not	(of,	in).	If	your	style	guide	recommends	capitalizing	long	words,	youd	want	to	capitalize	the	preposition	through	inAlice	Through	the	Looking	Glass	and	A	River	Runs	Through	It	because	it	is	longer	than	four	letters.	Write
smarter	with	our	thesaurus-powered	Grammar	Coach!	Get	spelling	help,	synonyms	suggestions,	grammar	check	and	more!	Are	job	titles	capitalized?	In	general,	the	rules	for	titles	of	jobs	are	fairly	straightforward.	Most	style	guides	recommend	capitalizing	a	job	title	when	used	to	refer	to	a	specific	person	and	not	capitalizing	it	when	it	is	being	used	to
refer	to	a	job	generally	or	in	place	of	a	persons	name.	In	practice,	this	typically	means	that	you	only	capitalize	a	job	title	if	it	is	used	immediately	before	a	persons	name.	For	example:Vice	President	John	Smith	led	the	press	conference.The	vice	president	led	the	press	conference.The	press	conference	was	led	by	John	Smith,	the	vice	president.You	need
to	be	careful	of	a	sentence	that	uses	a	job	title	in	a	general	manner	before	a	persons	name.	For	example:The	press	conference	was	led	by	the	vice	president,	John	Smith.If	youre	feeling	frustrated	about	title	case,	just	wait	until	you	try	explaining	punctuation	rules	in	titles.	Youll	have	to	solve	the	mystery	of	whyBirdman	or	(The	Unexpected	Virtue	of
Ignorance)	is	punctuated	that	way.	Remembering	which	words	should	be	capitalized	in	titles	can	be	tricky.So,	which	words	should	be	capitalized,	and	which	ones	should	be	left	in	lowercase?In	titles,	the	general	rule	is	you	should	capitalize	the	first	word	and	the	last	word,	as	well	as	all	nouns,	verbs,	pronouns,	adjectives,	and	adverbs.	Articles,
prepositions	that	have	fewer	than	four	letters,	and	coordinating	conjunctions	shouldnt	be	capitalized.Read	on	to	learn	more	about	title	capitalization	rules	and	which	words	you	shouldnt	capitalize	in	titles.Different	Capitalization	RulesCapitalization	means	writing	the	first	letter	of	a	word	in	uppercase	rather	than	lowercase.The	rules	for	capitalization
in	titles	of	articles,	books,	papers,	speeches,	and	other	documents	vary	by	style	guide.	These	style	guides	include	The	Associated	Press	Stylebook	(AP),	the	Chicago	Manual	of	Style,	and	the	Modern	Language	Association	Handbook	(MLA).Most	style	guides	recommend	capitalizing	nouns,	verbs,	pronouns,	adjectives,	and	adverbs	in	the	titles	of	books,
articles,	and	songs.	Most	guides	also	recommend	that	you	capitalize	the	first	and	last	words	in	any	title,	no	matter	what	part	of	speech	those	words	are.Lets	look	at	a	few	examples	of	this	rule	in	practice:Little	House	on	the	PrairieThe	Adventures	of	Huckleberry	FinnTo	Kill	a	MockingbirdTo	the	LighthouseWhen	it	comes	to	conjunctions	and
prepositions,	style	guides	have	differing	views	on	whether	to	capitalize	them	or	leave	them	in	lowercase.The	AP	style	guide,	for	example,	recommends	that	prepositions	longer	than	four	letters	should	be	capitalized,	for	example,	beneath,	under,	and	within.The	Chicago	style	guide,	however,	states	that	prepositions	should	not	be	capitalized,	regardless
of	their	length.	This	includes	lengthy	prepositions	such	as	between,	among,	and	throughout.AP	style	requires	that	conjunctions	with	three	letters	or	fewer	are	lowercase,	while	Chicago	style	calls	for	most	coordinating	conjunctions	to	be	lowercase	except	for	yet	and	so.	Chicago	style	also	specifies	that	the	subordinating	conjunction	as	should	be
lowercase,	but	the	conjunction	if	should	be	capitalized.According	to	the	MLA,	the	first	and	last	word	of	a	title	should	be	capitalized	as	well	as	principal	words.Principal	words	are	words	that	hold	significance	in	the	title.	They	can	be	any	part	of	speech.The	MLA	also	states	that	prepositions,	coordinating	conjunctions,	and	articles	that	fall	in	the	middle
of	a	title	should	not	be	capitalized.If	a	title	has	a	subtitle,	MLA	suggests	using	the	same	capitalization	rules	that	you	would	use	for	the	main	title,	including	capitalizing	the	first	and	last	word	of	the	subtitle.	If	a	preposition,	conjunction,	or	article	comes	directly	after	a	colon,	they	should	also	be	capitalized.For	example:My	Life:	A	MemoirGenius:	Inside	a
Brilliant	MindFifty	Years	Later:	Or,	the	Story	of	a	Successful	MarriageMLA	also	offers	guidance	for	hyphenated	words	in	titles.You	should	capitalize	the	first	word	of	the	hyphenated	word.	Only	capitalize	the	word	after	the	hyphen	if	its	a	noun,	a	proper	adjective,	or	equal	in	importance	to	the	first	word.Heres	what	that	would	look	like:The	Life	of	a
Lord-LieutenantThe	Biography	of	Joseph	Gordon-LevittIf	a	title	contains	a	hyphenated	word,	and	the	second	word	within	the	hyphenation	is	an	adjective,	then	that	second	word	shouldnt	be	capitalized.	For	example:How	to	Achieve	an	Iron-rich	DietA	Collection	of	Far-fetched	TalesThe	Story	of	an	Empty-handed	BoyCheck	every	email,	essay,	or	story	for
grammar	mistakes.	Fix	them	before	you	press	send.	Do	You	Capitalize	Words	Such	As	the	or	to	in	a	Title?All	style	guides	agree	that	to	shouldnt	be	capitalized	unless	its	the	first	or	last	word	of	a	title.	Lets	look	at	this	in	practice:Incorrect:	The	Boy	Born	To	RunCorrect:	The	Boy	Born	to	RunIncorrect:	How	To	Play	ChessCorrect:	How	to	Play
ChessIncorrect:	to	Be	or	Not	To	BeCorrect:	To	Be	or	Not	to	BeFull	List	of	Words	Not	Capitalized	in	a	TitleNow	that	you	understand	capitalization	rules,	lets	look	at	the	different	words	you	shouldnt	capitalize	in	a	title.ArticlesIn	English,	there	are	three	articles:	a,	an,	and	the.	These	small	words	normally	dont	need	to	be	capitalized	in	titles.Incorrect:
The	Catcher	in	The	RyeCorrect:	The	Catcher	in	the	RyeHowever,	if	the	article	falls	at	the	beginning	of	the	title,	then	it	should	be	capitalized.Incorrect:	a	Series	of	Unfortunate	EventsCorrect:	A	Series	of	Unfortunate	EventsConjunctionsThe	AP	and	APA	style	guides	recommend	that	conjunctions	with	fewer	than	three	letters	should	not	be	capitalized.
The	MLA	style	guide,	however,	suggests	that	conjunctions	remain	lowercase	regardless	of	length.Regardless	of	which	style	guide	youre	using,	youll	be	safe	not	capitalizing	the	conjunctions	but,	and,	nor,	or,	for,	so,	as,	if,	and	yet	unless	they	are	the	first	or	last	word	in	a	title.Heres	an	example	of	this	rule:The	Princess	and	the	FrogA	Rose	for
EmilyCome	Rain	or	Come	ShinePrepositionsA	preposition	is	a	word	that	expresses	a	relationship	between	a	noun	and	another	word	in	the	sentence.Every	style	guide	agrees	that	prepositions	with	three	letters	or	less	shouldnt	be	capitalized.	You	shouldnt	capitalize	short	prepositions	like	at,	by,	for,	and	in.Only	capitalize	prepositions	if	they	have	four	or
more	letters,	such	as	about,	beneath,	and	excluding.Incorrect:	The	Wizard	Of	OzCorrect:	The	Wizard	of	OzIncorrect:	The	Fault	In	Our	StarsCorrect:	The	Fault	in	Our	StarsIncorrect:	Songs	about	JaneCorrect:	Songs	About	JaneInfinitivesInfinitives	are	verb	forms	that	begin	with	the	word	to	and	are	often	used	as	nouns	or	adjectives.	The	word	to	doesnt
need	to	be	capitalized	in	titles,	even	if	its	in	an	infinitive.Incorrect:	How	To	Play	Chess.Correct:	How	to	Play	Chess.List	of	Words	Not	Capitalized	in	TitlesHeres	a	complete	list	of	the	words	that	most	style	guides	agree	shouldnt	be	capitalized	in	titles.	Youll	notice	they	all	have	four	letters	or
less:AAndAsAtButByDownForFromIfInIntoLikeNearNorOfOffOnOnceOntoOrOverPastSoThanThatToUponWhenWithYetUse	ProWritingAid	to	Get	It	Right	Every	TimeThis	article	is	a	good	starting	point	in	getting	the	basics	of	title	capitalization.	But	we	know	that	memorizing	the	rules	can	be	tricky.	Bookmark	this	article	so	you	can	easily	reference	it	in
the	future.You	can	also	use	ProWritingAid	to	check	if	youre	capitalizing	the	right	words	in	your	writing.	ProWritingAid	allows	you	to	set	the	style	of	writing	for	your	document,	whether	its	general,	business,	academic,	etc.,	so	you	can	receive	custom	suggestions	that	fit	your	works	context,	including	any	unnecessary	capitalization	in	your	sentences.
Capitalize	the	first,	last,	and	all	major	words	in	a	book	title,	headline,	or	first-level	heading.	Major	words	are	all	words	except	articles	(a,	an,	the),	prepositions	(on,	in,	of,	etc.),	coordinating	conjunctions	(and,	or,	but,	etc.),	and	the	word	to.	This	capitalization	style	is	called	title	case.	Examples	Title	case:	The	Curious	Incident	of	the	Dog	in	the	Night-
Time	Title	case:	The	Strange	Case	of	Dr.	Jekyll	and	Mr.	Hyde	Capitalize	lower-level	headings	using	sentence	case,	in	which	you	capitalize	only	the	words	you	would	normally	capitalize	in	a	sentence.	Examples	Sentence	case:	The	curious	incident	of	the	dog	in	the	night-time	Sentence	case:	The	strange	case	of	Dr.	Jekyll	and	Mr.	Hyde	Style	guides	like
the	AP	Stylebook,	Chicago	Manual	of	Style,	APA	Publication	Manual,	and	MLA	Handbook	prescribe	additional	rules,	discussed	in	this	article.	How	to	capitalize	titles	and	headings	Title	case	is	also	called	headline	style	or	up	style:	you	see	it	used	in	headings	and	titles	of	books,	movies,	TV	shows,	articles,	and	other	works.	Sentence	case,	also	called
sentence	style	or	down	style,	is	used	for	second-level	headings	and	lower.	News	headlines	have	traditionally	been	capitalized	using	title	case,	although	these	days,	sentence	case	is	often	used,	especially	online.	Here	are	the	general	rules	for	capitalizing	titles	and	headings:	Capitalize	the	first	word	and	last	word	of	a	title.	Capitalize	all	major	words,
which	are	all	words	except	articles	(a,	an,	the),	prepositions	(e.g.,	on,	in,	of,	at),	and	coordinating	conjunctions	(and,	or,	but,	and	nor;	also	for,	yet,	and	so	when	used	as	conjunctions).	Always	lowercase	the	word	to.	Capitalize	the	first	element	of	a	hyphenated	term.	Capitalize	any	subsequent	elements	only	if	they	are	major	words.	Capitalize	the	first
word	of	a	subheading	that	appears	after	a	colon.	Break	a	rule	if	you	need	tofor	example,	if	a	preposition	is	emphasized	in	a	title,	capitalize	it.	Major	words	are	all	words	except	articles,	prepositions,	and	coordinating	conjunctions.	Examples	Love	in	the	Time	of	Cholera	Three	Men	in	a	Boat	Pride	and	Prejudice	Requiem	for	a	Dream	Catch	Me	If	You	Can
The	Portrait	of	a	Lady	The	Way	We	Live	Now	The	Girl	Who	Played	with	Fire	Men	without	Women	The	Ground	beneath	Her	Feet	Everything	Is	Illuminated	The	first	and	last	words	of	a	title	are	always	capitalized,	no	matter	what	they	are.	Examples	A	Clockwork	Orange	The	Mill	on	the	Floss	In	Search	of	Lost	Time	Through	a	Glass	Darkly	From	Blood
and	Ash	But	What	If	Theres	No	Chimney?	And	Then	There	Were	None	Something	to	Answer	For	Something	to	Believe	In	All	We	Dream	Of	Where	We	Come	From	CautionIt	may	not	always	be	clear	at	first	glance	whether	a	word	should	be	capitalized.	Check	what	function	it	serves	in	the	title.	Examples	Capitalize	over	as	an	adverb,	but	lowercase	it	as	a
preposition.	Adverb:	The	Soup	Boiled	Over	Preposition:	The	Light	over	London	Capitalize	yet	as	an	adverb,	but	lowercase	it	as	a	conjunction.	Adverb:	Are	We	There	Yet?	Conjunction:	Broke	yet	Happy	The	word	to	is	lowercased,	regardless	of	what	function	it	serves	in	the	sentence	(unless	it	is	the	first	or	last	word).	Examples	Train	to	Busan	Zero	to
One:	Notes	on	Startups,	or	How	to	Build	the	Future	A	Good	Man	Is	Hard	to	Find	In	a	hyphenated	term,	the	first	prefix	or	word	is	always	capitalized,	but	the	following	words	are	capitalized	only	if	they	are	major	words.	Examples	The	Man-Eater	of	Malgudi	Eater	is	a	noun	and	should	be	capitalized.	The	Academys	Out-of-Uniform	Procedure	Lowercase
of,	which	is	a	preposition,	but	capitalize	uniform,	a	noun.	The	Step-by-Step	Guide	to	Finding	Fairies	The	Thirty-Nine	Steps	The	Anti-Inflammatory	Diet	Cookbook	Originals:	How	Non-Conformists	Move	the	World	The	Fire-Breathing	Dragon	Any	subtitle	or	subheading	that	follows	a	colon	is	always	capitalized.	Examples	Computer:	A	History	of	the
Information	Machine	The	Lord	of	the	Rings:	The	Return	of	the	King	The	View	from	the	Cheap	Seats:	Selected	Nonfiction	A	Memoir:	Of	Mermaids	and	Waterfalls	Break	a	rule	if	you	must.	If	a	word	is	emphasized	in	a	title,	capitalize	it,	even	if	it	is	not	a	major	word.	Examples	How	to	Be	the	Go-To	Person	in	Your	Organization	A	Run-In	with	Religion	and
Other	True	Stories	TipCapitalize	all	the	words	that	make	up	a	phrasal	verb,	even	a	word	that	is	a	preposition.	Examples	What	to	Do	When	You	Run	Into	Someone	You	Dont	Like	How	to	Set	Up	Your	Spaceships	AI	Dont	Put	Off	Being	Happy	Verbs	are	major	words	and	should	be	capitalized,	including	the	be	verb	in	all	its	forms:	be,	is,	are,	was,	were.
Examples	There	Will	Be	Blood	Tender	Is	the	Night	Where	the	Wild	Things	Are	Then	She	Was	Gone	Their	Eyes	Were	Watching	God	Also	capitalize	the	have	and	do	verbs	in	all	their	forms:	have,	has,	had,	do,	does,	did.	Examples	The	Heart	Has	Its	Reasons	Owls	Do	Cry	What	Katy	Did	Inequality:	What	Can	Be	Done?	The	word	that	is	always	a	major	word
and	should	be	capitalized.	Examples	Companies	That	Fleece	Their	Customers	The	House	That	Jack	Built	Capitalize	all	pronouns,	including	it,	my,	me,	we,	our,	you,	he,	his,	she,	her,	they,	them,	and	who.	Examples	How	It	All	Began	Some	of	My	Favorite	Things	The	Best	We	Can	Do	The	General	in	His	Labyrinth	The	Woman	Who	Did	Capitalize	the	words
no	and	not	(a	determiner	and	an	adverb)	whenever	these	words	appear	in	titles.	Examples	Beasts	of	No	Nation	Oranges	Are	Not	the	Only	Fruit	The	APA	Publication	Manual	(used	in	academic	editing,	especially	the	social	sciences)	and	the	AP	Stylebook	(preferred	in	journalism,	media,	and	corporate	communication)	both	specify	one	major	exception	to
the	general	rules:	Capitalize	all	words	of	four	letters	or	more,	even	if	they	are	prepositions.	Examples	One	Flew	Over	the	Cuckoos	Nest	The	Girl	Who	Played	With	Fire	Men	Without	Women	The	Ground	Beneath	Her	Feet	So	Far	From	God	Once	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West	Much	Ado	About	Nothing	The	Light	Between	Oceans	The	Cat	Who	Walks	Through
Walls	A	Woman	Under	the	Influence	Three	Billboards	Outside	Ebbing,	Missouri	The	World	Until	Yesterday	The	Man	in	the	Brown	Suit	The	Wizard	of	Oz	A	Home	for	Lunatics	The	Woman	on	the	Beach	Infographic:	Rules	of	title	case	capitalization	(AP	and	APA	style)	Thus,	in	APA	and	AP	style,	words	four	letters	or	longer	are	always	capitalized,
regardless	of	function.	Note	that	the	other	general	rules	apply	as	usual.	Capitalize	any	major	words,	even	if	they	are	three	letters	or	shorter:	be,	has,	had,	do,	did,	me,	who,	my,	etc.	Examples	We	Should	All	Be	Feminists	If	I	Had	Your	Face	Marley	and	Me	The	Man	Who	Sold	His	Ferrari	Another	exception	is	that	all	conjunctions	three	letters	or	shorter
are	lowercased.	Thus,	in	APA	and	AP	style,	lowercase	not	only	the	seven	coordinating	conjunctions	(and,	or,	but,	nor,	for,	yet,	so)	but	also	subordinating	conjunctions	up	to	three	letters	long	(which	pretty	much	boils	down	to	the	word	if).	Examples	Pride	and	Prejudice	Id	Tell	You	I	Love	You,	but	Then	Id	Have	to	Kill	You	Catch	Me	if	You	Can	Also,	do
lowercase	articles	and	any	prepositions	up	to	three	letters	long:	a,	an,	the,	for,	in,	of,	to,	etc.	Examples	The	Bridge	on	the	River	Kwai	Stranger	in	a	Strange	Land	The	Catcher	in	the	Rye	A	House	for	Mr.	Biswas	Finally,	in	AP	Style,	the	first	and	last	words	are	capitalized	as	usual,	regardless	of	length.	Examples	An	American	Tragedy	TheInvisible	Man	As
I	Lay	Dying	Of	Human	Bondage	On	the	Waterfront	For	the	Green	Planet	Something	to	Answer	For	These	Times	We	Live	In	However,	in	APA	style,	the	last	word	is	capitalized	only	if	it	is	a	major	word	or	longer	than	three	letters.	Examples	Something	to	Answer	for	These	Times	We	Live	in	In	APA	style,	lowercase	prepositions,	unless	they	are	four	letters
or	longer.	According	to	the	Chicago	Manual	of	Style,	the	conjunctions	to	be	lowercased	are	and,	or,	nor,	but,	and	for.	All	others	are	capitalized.	Thus,	the	words	yet	and	so	are	capitalized	regardless	of	function.	The	word	if	is	also	always	capitalized.	Examples	Sense	and	Sensibility	The	Hobbit,	or	There	and	Back	Again	Though	We	Be	Dead,	Yet	Our	Day
Will	Come	Even	If	We	Break	Infographic:	Rules	of	title	case	capitalization	(Chicago	style)	In	a	hyphenated	phrase,	if	the	first	element	is	merely	a	prefix	that	could	not	stand	by	itself	(e.g.,	anti-,	pre-,	non-),	dont	capitalize	the	second	part.	Examples	The	Anti-inflammatory	Diet	Cookbook	Since	the	prefix	anti-	cant	stand	by	itself,	dont	capitalize	the
second	part	of	the	hyphenated	term.	The	Thirty-Nine	Steps	The	word	thirty	can	stand	by	itself,	so	capitalize	nine	as	well.	Remember	to	capitalize	not	just	the	first	but	also	the	last	word	of	a	title	or	heading,	even	if	it	is	not	a	major	word.	Examples	The	Things	We	Believe	In	Capitalize	the	last	word,	even	a	preposition.	Only	One	Way	Through	Its	You	Im
Dreaming	Of	The	MLA	Handbook	(used	in	academic	writing	for	the	humanities)	specifies	no	exceptions	to	the	general	rules.	Examples	These	Times	We	Live	In	A	Heartbreaking	Work	of	Staggering	Genius	The	Moon	Is	a	Harsh	Mistress	Infographic:	Rules	of	title	case	capitalization	(MLA	style)	As	you	can	see,	style	manuals	differ	in	their	guidelines	on
what	qualifies	as	a	major	word	worthy	of	capitalization	in	title	case.	Heres	a	quick	summary	of	the	key	differences	between	the	popular	styles.	In	both	AP	and	APA	styles,	capitalize	prepositions	four	letters	or	longer.	In	Chicago	and	MLA,	lowercase	all	prepositions,	regardless	of	length.	Examples	APA,	AP:	The	Girl	From	Mars	Chicago,	MLA:	The	Girl
from	Mars	APA,	AP,	Chicago,	MLA:	The	Woman	in	Red	Lowercase	not	just	coordinating	but	also	subordinating	conjunctions	shorter	than	four	letters	in	AP	and	APA	styles;	capitalize	all	subordinating	conjunctions	in	Chicago	and	MLA.	Example	APA,	AP:	Isolate	if	You	Are	Sick	Chicago,	MLA:	Isolate	If	You	Are	Sick	Capitalize	the	words	yet	and	so	in
Chicago	style.	In	the	other	styles,	lowercase	them	when	they	are	used	as	conjunctions,	but	capitalize	when	they	are	adverbs.	Examples	Chicago:	Broke	Yet	Happy	APA,	AP,	MLA:	Broke	yet	Happy	Chicago,	APA,	AP,	MLA:	Am	I	Normal	Yet?	Capitalize	the	last	word	of	the	title	in	AP,	Chicago,	and	MLA	styles	even	if	it	is	not	a	major	word;	in	APA,
capitalize	the	last	word	only	if	it	is	a	major	word.	(But	remember	that	the	APA	Publication	Manual	considers	all	words	four	letters	or	longer	major	words.)	Examples	Chicago,	MLA,	AP:	Something	to	Answer	For	APA:	Something	to	Answer	for	Chicago,	MLA,	APA,	AP:	The	Places	We	Come	From	In	all	four	styles,	capitalize	the	first	word	(whatever	it	may
be),	and	lowercase	articles.	Example	APA,	AP,	Chicago,	MLA:	The	Girl	Who	Found	a	Dragon	Egg	In	sentence	case,	a	title	is	written	as	a	sentence	would	be:	the	first	word	and	all	proper	nouns	are	capitalized.	This	capitalization	style	is	generally	used	for	headings	that	are	second	level	or	lower.	These	days,	it	is	also	increasingly	being	used	for	online
news	headlines.	Examples	Clear	light	of	day	We	need	to	talk	about	Kevin	The	quiet	American	The	first	word	of	a	subtitle	or	subheading	that	follows	a	colon	is	also	capitalized.	Examples	Traveling	with	ghosts:	A	memoir	Understanding	comics:	The	invisible	art	If	a	title	begins	with	a	numeral,	lowercase	the	next	word.	Examples	27	books	to	read	before
you	die	Practice	guidelines	for	the	pickling	of	pineapples:	2019	update	Professional	and	social	titles	that	precede	a	name	are	capitalized	as	well.	Example	The	island	of	Doctor	Moreau	The	strange	life	of	President	Farley	The	story	of	Father	Femy	and	his	music	For	more	on	which	words	to	capitalize	in	a	sentence,	see	this	article	on	the	rules	of
capitalization.	Have	you	ever	found	yourself	scratching	your	head,	unsure	if	the	small	word	use	deserves	a	capital	letter	in	your	title?	Tackling	the	rules	of	capitalization	can	be	a	tricky	business,	especially	since	it	can	change	depending	on	the	style	guide	youre	following.	Whether	youre	penning	an	academic	paper,	a	news	article,	or	a	blog	post,	getting
your	title	just	right	matters	a	lot.	Get	ready	to	demystify	the	dos	and	donts	of	title	capitalization	as	we	dive	into	the	specifics	of	whether	use	should	step	into	the	spotlight	with	a	capital	U	or	blend	into	the	background.	Unpack	these	guidelines	to	ensure	your	titles	are	not	just	correct,	but	polished	and	professional.	Key	Takeaway:	In	most	title
capitalization	styles,	the	word	use	should	indeed	be	capitalized.	In	APA,	MLA,	and	Chicago	styles,	major	words	in	titles	and	subtitles	are	capitalized.	However,	AP	style	only	requires	the	first	and	last	words	and	proper	nouns	to	be	capitalized.	So,	use	secures	its	capital	status	across	the	board.	Figuring	out	whether	to	capitalize	words	like	use	in	titles
can	be	tricky.	Titles	follow	different	rules	based	on	the	style	guide	youre	working	with,	whether	its	Chicago,	MLA,	APA,	or	AP.	Luckily,	these	rules	are	easy	to	learn	and	apply.	APA,	MLA,	and	Chicago	StylesIn	most	academic	style	guides,	like	APA,	MLA,	and	Chicago,	the	little	word	use	gets	a	capital	letter	only	if	its	the	first	or	the	last	word	in	a	title.	If
use	is	hanging	out	in	the	middle	of	your	title,	keep	it	in	lowercase.	For	example,	The	Use	of	Color	in	Modern	Art	has	Use	capitalized	because	it	is	the	first	word.	However,	in	How	to	use	color	in	your	art,	use	stays	lowercase.	AP	StyleAP	style	is	different.	It	prefers	brevity	and	clarity.	Here,	use	wouldnt	get	a	capital	letter	even	if	its	playing	the	lead	role
at	the	beginning.	The	only	time	use	gets	capitals	in	AP	style	is	when	its	part	of	a	verb	phrase	that	serves	as	a	title,	like	Use	Your	Illusion.	Quick	TipsRemember	these	simple	tips:In	APA,	MLA,	and	Chicago,	capitalize	use	if	it	starts	or	ends	the	title.In	AP,	use	is	usually	lowercase	unless	its	a	part	of	a	verb	phrase	thats	key	to	the	title.Applying	these
guidelines	will	make	sure	the	titles	in	your	writing	look	professional	and	follow	the	standard	practices	of	your	chosen	style	guide.	Now	you	know,	when	crafting	a	title,	the	word	use	often	follows	the	capitalization	rules	that	depend	on	the	style	guide	youre	using:	Chicago,	MLA,	APA,	or	AP.	In	MLA	and	APA,	all	words	with	three	letters	or	more	get
capitalized,	so	use	gets	a	capital	letter.	But	for	Chicago	and	AP,	it	stays	lowercase	unless	its	the	first	or	last	word	of	the	title.	Remember	these	guidelines	to	make	sure	your	titles	look	professional	and	polished.	Thank	you	for	reading	and	keep	writing	those	eye-catching	titles	with	confidence!	Want	to	learn	about	more	specific	capitalization	rules	for
words?	When	and	how	to	capitalize	titles	of	works	and	titles	of	formal	rank	or	professional	status	can	remain	a	common	question.	Well	focus	on	that	topic	today	for	additional	clarity.(Note	that	style	for	capitalizing	titles	can	vary	among	stylebooks	and	in-house	style	guidelines.	What	we	share	here	offers	a	baseline	that	you	can	follow;	the	rules	are	not
absolute.	If	you	would	like	further	insight	into	the	subject,	you	can	review	our	related	topics	using	the	links	at	the	end	of	this	article.)Capitalizing	Titles:	WorksFor	titles	of	books,	screenplays,	stories,	TV	shows,	songs,	and	so	on,	capitalize:first	and	last	wordsall	nouns,	pronouns	(including	it),	verbs	(including	to	be	verbs	such	as	is),	adjectives,	adverbs,
and	subordinating	conjunctions	(e.g.,	whether,	since,	before)longer	prepositions	(usually	four	or	five	letters	and	more	based	on	preference,	such	as	over	or	between)any	word	that	follows	a	dash,	colon,	or	question	markDo	not	capitalize	the	following	unless	they	are	the	first	or	last	words	of	the	title:articles	(e.g.,	a,	an,	the)short	conjunctions	(e.g.,	and,
but,	yet)short	prepositions	(e.g.,	in,	on,	at)the	word	to	in	infinitive	phrasesExamplesThe	Boy	Who	Cried	WolfMarried	with	ChildrenFor	Whom	the	Bell	TollsThe	Boy	Born	to	RunTo	Kill	a	MockingbirdAs	Time	Goes	ByIf	a	title	has	a	subtitle,	use	a	colon	after	the	main	title	and	the	same	capitalization	guidelines	for	the	subtitle,	including	capitalizing	the
first	and	last	words:	My	Climb	up	Mount	Kilimanjaro:	Lessons	to	Learn	From.If	a	title	includes	a	hyphenated	compound,	capitalize	the	first	word.	Capitalize	the	following	word	if	it	is	a	noun	or	a	proper	adjective	or	if	it	is	equal	in	importance	to	the	first	word.ExamplesBuilding	Your	Company	A-Team	(noun)The	Spanish-American	War	(proper
adjective)Midwestern	Bed-and-Breakfast	Getaways	(parallel	words)A	second	word	in	a	hyphenated	compound	that	is	descriptive	in	a	title	(i.e.,	an	adjective)	might	not	be	capitalized:	Achieving	an	Iron-rich	Diet.Capitalizing	Titles:	Formal	Rank	or	Professional	StatusCapitalize	titles	of	honor	or	rankgovernmental,	military,	ecclesiastical,	royal,	or
professionalwhen	they	precede	names.	When	these	titles	do	not	precede	names,	they	are	typically	not	capitalized.ExamplesPresident	George	Washington;	George	Washington,	the	presidentKing	Louis	XIV;	Louis	XIV,	the	kingWashington	Governor	Jay	Inslee;	Jay	Inslee,	the	governor	of	WashingtonU.S.	General	William	Y.	Smith;	William	Y.	Smith,	a
general	in	the	U.S.	militaryAlso	keep	in	mind	that	occupational	descriptions	differ	from	titles	of	rank	or	professional	status.	For	example,	we	would	write	author	Stephen	King	but	Senator	Joseph	Hill,	as	well	as	football	coach	Bobby	Petrone	but	Queen	Elizabeth	II.On	occasion,	we	might	capitalize	an	occupational	title	if	it	replaces	a	first	name:
professor	Richard	Drew	but	Professor	Drew.Capitalizing	Titles:	Direct	AddressWe	would	typically	capitalize	titles	of	rank,	status,	occupation,	or	kin	if	addressing	the	person	directly	in	a	way	that	identifies	him	or	her.ExamplesWe	hope	you	can	come	to	the	birthday	party,	Dad.Will	you	be	taking	any	further	questions,	Madame	President?Do	you	have
any	other	recommendations,	Doctor?We	would	similarly	capitalize	titles	that	stand	in	for	a	persons	name:	Do	you	know	if	Mom	is	here	yet?	Titles	in	family	names	also	are	capitalized	when	they	precede	a	name:	Uncle	Buck,	Grandpa	Joe.An	exception	to	this	guideline	can	include	a	direct	address	that	is	more	general,	descriptive,	or	nonspecific:	Okay,
buster,	we	caught	you	red-handed	this	time;	Thank	you,	dear.Capitalizing	Titles:	Academic	CoursesCapitalize	the	names	of	specific	course	titles	but	not	general	academic	subjects.ExamplesI	must	take	at	least	one	mathematics	course	as	well	as	Biology	101.She	has	a	double	major	in	economics	and	political	science.Related	TopicsCapitalizing
Composition	Titles:	The	LowdownCapitalization	RulesCapitalization	of	Job	TitlesPop	QuizUsing	what	you	understand	from	the	discussion,	either	capitalize	the	title	properly	or	correct	the	title	if	it	is	not	properly	capitalized.1.	the	man	who	knew	too	much2.	too	Close	for	Comfort3.	Jimmy	Carter,	former	U.S.	President	and	U.S.	Navy	Lieutenant4.
Enhancing	your	Time-management	Skills5.	I	know,	mom,	but	you	and	dad	said	I	could	drive	the	Porsche.	Pop	Quiz	Answers1.	The	Man	Who	Knew	Too	Much2.	Too	Close	for	Comfort3.	Jimmy	Carter,	former	U.S.	president	and	U.S.	Navy	lieutenant4.	Enhancing	Your	Time-Management	Skills5.	I	know,	Mom,	but	you	and	Dad	said	I	could	drive	the
Porsche.If	the	article	or	the	existing	discussions	do	not	address	a	thought	or	question	you	have	on	the	subject,	please	use	the	"Comment"	box	at	the	bottom	of	this	page.	

Is	the	word	would	capitalized	in	a	title.	Is	the	word	use	capitalized	in	a	title.	Should	use	be	capitalized	in	a	title.	Would	to	be	capitalized	in	a	title.




