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Sponsored Links Advertisements Lessons Introduction Learn How to Play Piano Online With Zebra Keys - Free Piano Lessons for Various Levels of Difficulty In this section, you will find over 50 free piano lessons that will help you to learn how to play piano and understand music theory. You can expect to learn how to improvise your own piano music
and versions of your favorite tunes and even write your own songs! Our piano lessons are available for absolute beginners and for difficulty levels such as beginner, intermediate, and advanced. Each level of difficulty is sub-divided into five mini sections including Learn Songs, Chords, Music Theory, Improvisation and Technique. If you have just
recently ventured into the world of piano playing, take a close look through our preparation section which is dedicated to helping you get started on basic piano playing concepts. If you are not a beginner, you will find that Zebra Keys teaches understanding of more complex piano concepts. Most of our piano lessons are accompanied by Flash
animations, which require Flash Player version 5 or higher to view certain parts of the piano lessons. Go to the Adobe website to download the latest version of Flash Player. Remember to check back often for new piano lessons. Enjoy! Recommended Stuff with our List of 50 Free Piano Lessons - Learn online for free today! Beginner Piano |
Intermediate Piano | Advanced Piano List of 50 Free Lessons Piano Basics Lesson 1 - Patterns of Piano Keyboard Lesson 2 - Names of White Keys Lesson 3 - Names of Black Keys Lesson 4 - Grand Staff Lesson 5 - Note Durations Use our free Virtual Piano Keyboard in conjunction with these free lessons: FIND any CHORDS using Free Virtual Piano
Chord Chart Lesson 10 - Three Primary Chords Lesson 11 - 12 Bar Blues Chord Progression Lesson 12 - 12 Keys of Music Access Free Tutorials How to play Twinkle Twinkle Little Star - free tutorial with Flash demos Access free Virtual Keyboard for for Free Learn to Play Piano Songs Online - Silent Night, Auld Lang Syne, The First Noel Access 3
Easy Piano Songs for Beginners, free tutorials with Flash demos - A fun way to learn how to play piano for free. How to play We Wish You A Merry Christmas Use Virtual Keyboard below in conjunction with all of our free lessons, and to practice songs you have learned: FIVE-FINGER EXERCISES Access Piano Technique Lessons CHORD INVERSIONS
Access Piano Improvisation Lessons Learn Language - Fun & Free Educational Games. Play now! No Installation Required Access Music Theory Section for Beginners - learn Intervals in music How to play Diminished Chord in the Key of C Learn how to play Twinkle Little Star Download free sheet music here Learn Brother John Row Your Boat Learn
Aura Lee Up On The Housetop Video Tutorials Lesson 1 - Patterns of Black and White Piano Keys Lesson 2 - Names of White Piano Keys Lesson 3 - Names of Black Piano Keys Lesson 6 - How To Play "Brother John" Lesson 7 - How To Play "London Bridge Is Falling Down" Lesson 8 - How To Play "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star" View more video
tutorials and subscribe to us on Zebra Keys' YouTube Channel! Quick Links Recommended Lessons and Links Skip to content Piano lessons for beginners guide you through the essentials of learning the piano. You'll learn proper technique, read sheet music, and practice how to play notes with the right and left hands.You don’t need any prior piano
knowledge to get started. As you move through the courses, we introduce more advanced concepts like chord progressions, finger crossovers, new time signatures, accompaniment patterns, and improvisation. Many adults who speak of unfulfilled wishes in their lives include, "I wish I'd learned how to play the piano,” as one of them. If learning to play
piano is on your bucket list, I have good news - it’s not too late! You can teach yourself! Even if you aren’t a young child, it is possible to learn the piano without expensive piano lessons. But how should an adult beginner start? Is piano hard to learn?Following these steps, you should be able to learn how to play in no time:Find a piano or
keyboardLearn basic piano knowledgeLearn the major keysLearn the most common chordsLearn patternsLearn proper fingeringLearn how to read musicUse instructional mediaPracticelf all else fails, hire a piano teacherFind a Piano or Keyboard on Which to LearnThe first step in teaching yourself piano is to find a piano or keyboard on which you
will learn.Contrary to popular belief, you don’t actually have to own a piano in order to learn how to play it. Friends, family, your school and your church are all great options if you can’t afford to purchase a piano or keyboard. You can also rent a piano from some places.If you decide to purchase your own piano or keyboard, figure out how much you
will be able to spend and shop accordingly. Depending on your budget and your needs, you will purchase an acoustic piano or a digital keyboard.If you do buy a keyboard, try to find one that mimics a piano in that it has 88 keys and a real, authentic acoustic piano tone, such as this Alesis Recital 88-Key Beginner Digital Piano/Keyboard on Amazon.
Some of the beginner keyboards can even help teach you to play piano, as they come with instructional materials and/or light up certain keys while you are learning to play. If you purchase an acoustic piano, make sure to have it tuned before you begin teaching yourself how to play. You’ll want to ensure that the notes are in tune before starting to
learn, so that a A will really sound like an A and so forth. Learn Basic Piano KnowledgeAny good piano teacher would begin your introduction to the piano by teaching you basic piano knowledge. So, if you're teaching yourself how to play, that’s the place to start. Familiarize yourself with the piano. Look at and listen to the middle keys, flat keys (left
black keys), sharp keys (right black keys), bass and high tones. Learn where middle C is. Middle C is the home base of learning the piano. It is near the middle of the keyboard and is the white key to the left of the grouping of two black keys.Learn the basic keys. The naturals are the white keys and are C- D -E- F- G -A- B. Black keys are called
accidentals as they make a flat or sharp note when pressed. Each octave (set of eight notes) has five accidentals, which can be sharp or flat.Learn the language of music. You might want to study some basic musical terms. This Glossary of Musical Terms from Khan Academy is free and covers the basic concepts in music. Learn the Major KeysWhen
you are learning piano for the first time, whether by teaching yourself or learning from an instructor, you must start by learning the major keys. You can teach yourself these through a numbering system if it’s easier for you. (1= middle C, 2=D, 3=E, 4=F, 5=G, 6=A, 7=B, 8= higher C). Some people find this an easier way to learn simple songs they
can play right off the bat, like “Mary Had a Little Lamb,” which would start as 3-2-1-2-3-3-3.Learning scales is one way to learn the major keys, and we will discuss that more later. If you want to dive right into it, here is article I wrote on which scales to learn first. Some music teachers recommend that you play around with the major keys until you
become comfortable in each. Focus on one major key each week, and memorize which notes are in that major key. Before long you’ll feel comfortable enough to recognize in which key a given piece of music is written. Learn the Most Common ChordsEven if you can’t read music yet, you can learn some of the most common chords used in music.
There are major and minor chords in music. Major chords use the root key, third and fifth keys. Minor chords use the root key, flat third key and fifth key. A list of basic major and minor piano chords in each key can be found here. Once you learn the 12 major and 12 minor chords, you can move on to learn more advanced chords such as diminished,
augmented, seventh, sixth chords, etc... But as you are just beginning to learn, you should start by concentrating on the basic major and minor chords. The Internet can help a lot when you are teaching yourself piano. A great resource for learning to play chords can be found at OnlinePianist.com. You can also look for downloadable chord sheets
online that will allow you to play along with your favorite musical recordings. As you are teaching yourself piano, you will start noticing that there are patterns in music. Some songs have chords that repeat themselves, for example. If you can identify patterns in songs, it becomes easier to learn how to play them. You can easily learn melodies and
baselines of songs if you take note of their patterns.Every song that you attempt to learn will have its own unique patterns. Some music teachers refer to patterns as music’s vocabulary. They are fundamental to its understanding. There are patterns in rhythm, patterns in tone, and even left- hand accompaniment patterns.Become an active listener
when you're listening to music. Try to find a recording of whatever piece of music you're trying to learn and see if you can notice its patterns. Then try playing those patterns along on the piano as you're listening to the piece. Remember these patterns, as they will undoubtedly come up again in other pieces of music. These will also be important as
you are learning to read sheet music.Learn Proper FingeringMore than anything, when you are first learning to play the piano, fingering is key. You must know where your fingers are supposed to go when you are starting to play the piano. The best way to start learning proper finger placement on the piano is to learn scales. Start with the major
scales, then learn the minor scales. Again, using numbers on your fingers can help you to learn the proper finger placement. Your left hand can be numbered one through five from thumb to pinky, and the same for your right hand, one through five from thumb to pinky.A scale on the right hand will use the fingering 1-2-3-1-2-3-4-5 and back down 5-4-
3-2-1-3-2-1. Make sure to cross your thumb under your third finger to play the second 1 on the way up the scale, and coming back down the scale, cross over your thumb with your third finger at the second 3.Teach yourself fingering on the right hand, then the left hand, before putting them both together and playing scales with both hands. This will
make learning proper finger placement for songs much easier when you start to use songbooks and sheet music.You can even do finger exercises to limber up your fingers and make sure they’re in the proper condition for playing piano. Hanon-Online.com posts 240 finger exercises that you can download for free. Each exercise concentrates on a
different technique needed to successfully play piano.Learn How to Read MusicReading music is key to teaching yourself how to play the piano. It’s really not that hard once you have the basics of piano, listed above, down pat. First, you’ll want to learn the names of the left-hand staff (bass clef) and right-hand staff (treble clef). You might also use
mnemonics such as Every Good Boy Deserves Food to remember the note placement on the treble clef (E-G-B-D-F).Of course, there are more things to learn when you are learning how to read music besides the notes on the page. You must also learn how to read the rhythm. The best idea when you are first learning hot to play the piano, however, is to
concentrate on the notes. Rhythm is more advanced and will come more naturally later.The above fundamental steps that you've been working on in teaching yourself to play the piano- recognizing patterns in music, learning the major keys and chords, and fingering - all come into play as you are learning to read music. You should be able to build
upon the cumulative knowledge that you are learning, and the sheet music should make more sense to you now than it would have if you would have tried to learn to read music before familiarizing yourself with the piano. Once you feel confident enough to read music and play the piano at the same time, MusicNotes.com offers sheet music at various
levels of difficulty that you can download. There are also some easy piano songs that are simple for beginners to learn but sound difficult to listeners. Learning some of these can make you sound like an instant piano virtuoso to friends and family!Use Instructional MediaNext, you will want to purchase some instructional media, such as books, CDs,
DVDs or a combination of these. They will help you to learn how to read music and to play piano more efficiently. Try to find a self-contained adult piano course for beginners. One good set that many adult beginners have used is the Alfred Self-Teaching Adult Piano Beginner’s Kit. This kit includes a book, CD and DVD to help teach you how to play the
piano.There are also piano courses and resources through video and online that can help you to learn how to play the piano. Some are free, while some carry a cost. One of the best free resources I've found is DataDragon. It goes over all sorts of things necessary for reading music, including clefs, time signatures, notes, rests, counting and
more.Practice Just like when you're learning anything, learning to play the piano takes practice, practice, practice. Plan to practice every day, for about a half hour each day. If your schedule can’t accommodate for it everyday, practice for at least three times a week. You should start by practicing your scales. These will help you to recognize keys,
learn fingering, and feel more fluid as you play the piano.You should also begin by learning some simple, easy songs that you like. “I'm not ready to play songs yet!” you might argue. Yes, you are. There are some very easy piano songs that anyone can learn to play.You can even practice piano when you aren’t in front of the piano. Study sheet music
and notes that you've taken as you’ve been learning in your spare time.Don’t expect too much from yourself when you are starting out learning to play the piano. If you have unrealistic expectations, you might be more apt to give up too quickly. Don’t let yourself get frustrated with your slow progress. As long as you are progressing, you are
learning.Don’t fall victim to lack of motivation, either. If you play songs that you like, this will help to motivate you. You might also want to ask a friend or family member to listen to you play once a week. In this way, you will be practicing with a goal in mind - playing in front of this person each week. You can show off what you have learned within
that week be performing for them.Recording yourself performing once a week can help keep you motivated as well. Audio recording is fine, but if you want to record video of yourself playing, that’s great too. (Here's a great guide I wrote on how to do just that) In this way, you can see the progress you are making as you teach yourself to play
piano.Hire a Piano TeacherSometimes, despite our best efforts, we need a teacher to learn something. If you're having trouble learning to play the piano on your own, consider hiring a piano teacher, either in-person or online. Sure, you can teach yourself piano, but it’s much easier if you have a teacher who is correcting your mistakes and praising
your triumphs. A piano teacher can also help you to learn things right the first time and not have to unlearn bad habits you might have picked up while teaching yourself to play piano.Find a good instructor. If you're looking for an in-person piano teacher, ask for recommendations from friends and relatives, or check online for reviews. You can also
Google “piano teacher” in your zip code to find reviews and recommendations. Try takelessons.com to find a piano teacher in your area if all else fails.You can also find online piano instructors. PianoNanny.com offers free, online piano lessons and can act as a great complement to teaching yourself to play the piano. Their lessons are categorized by
starter studies, intermediate studies and advanced studies, so that you can pick and choose what you need to learn at various stages in your experience of learning how to play the piano.Decide how often you want to see your instructor. Most piano students take lessons once a week. Since you are teaching yourself to play piano, however, you might
opt to see a piano teacher once or twice a month to review what you’'ve learned and ask questions you might have.One of the great reasons to hire a professional piano teacher while teaching yourself piano is that he or she can offer you accountability. If you're strictly teaching yourself to play piano, unless you're very self-disciplined you might be
tempted to skip practice occasionally. If you have a piano teacher to report to, however, you are more likely to practice what you’'re supposed to and be ready at lesson time.Using a piano teacher to help you learn to play the piano will also help to keep you motivated to learn. It’s more fun to show another person what you have learned than to show
yourself, right? Teachers can give you encouragement and constructive criticism to improve your piano learning experience.A piano teacher can help you keep the right pace and tempo in a particularly tricky musical piece. They can also make sure that you don’t bite off more than you can chew by taking on a piece that is too tough for you at your
current stage in learning piano.Finally, a piano teacher can help to broaden your musical horizons. While you might only want to learn how to play current popular music, a piano teacher might introduce you to other genres such as classical or jazz. This will increase your piano repertoire and help you to learn about musicians and composers you
might otherwise never have known. If you've ever wondered how to learn piano by yourself, you've come to the right place. Not everyone can afford lessons or has the time and resources to commute to lessons every week. If this describes you, there are ways to learn piano on your own! In this article, we’ll cover the key skills you need to develop as a
beginner piano player. We’ll share some free resources, and we’ll also give you tips on how to overcome challenges. Inspiring tutorials. Fascinating articles. Exclusive interviews. We create piano content anyone, anywhere can enjoy for free. Don’t miss out, sign up for more free lessons. The first thing you have to do is also one of the hardest: buy a
piano. We have tons of resources on how to buy a piano and the difference between a piano and a keyboard. But to summarize, here are some quick tips: ALWAYS try a piano before you buy it. Piano preference is very personal, and just because an instrument is expensive doesn’t mean it’ll feel good for you. Try a variety of instruments and pay
attention to how the keys feel under your fingers. This is called action and it’s a very personal choice. Acoustic pianos aren’t necessarily better. Today’s digital pianos can closely mimic the feel of an acoustic piano. They also come with a lot more features and are a fraction of the price. Get 88 fully weighted keys. 88 is the standard size of keyboard. If
you get less than that, you’ll quickly run out of keys even as a beginner. “Weighted” means the more pressure you apply to the keys, the louder you can play. This feature is essential to developing good technique. If you're not sure whether you’ll pursue piano in the long run, it’s okay to get an entry-level piano and upgrade later. You can also rent
instruments or rent studio space. Helpful lessons: How to Buy a Piano Piano vs. Keyboard: What's the Difference? For generations, there was only one way to learn piano: get a private teacher and learn classical piano. Today, we have many more options, from online learning to traditional conservatory approaches. Here are three of the most common
methods you’ll come across: The Classical method is tried and tested, but it does have its limitations. Classical piano emphasizes technique, sheet music literacy, and learning works from the great composers. Depending on the specific approach, there may be less emphasis on theory and ear training, though a well-rounded method should include
these topics. Classical methods are unlikely to explore pop music, jazz, and improvisation. In this method, students learn that chords are the foundation of music and build from there. With less emphasis on sheet music and more on ear training and free improvisation, this may be a more relevant approach to those who want to play the songs they hear
on the radio. There is less emphasis on technique and sight reading, but students can often play a basic version of an entire song on day 1, which is very rewarding! This is the method used by many online teachers (including Pianote). This method typically involves using a software that “gamifies” the learning experience. For example, a note appears
on the screen and you have to play it on time. This method is excellent for small children and casual learners who want to make music fast. But it isn’t ideal for understanding how music works on a deeper, more meaningful level. Helpful lessons: If you struggle with reading music, you’re not alone! Did you know you can play hundreds of songs
without standard notation? We’ll show you the secrets traditional lessons won’t teach in a 100% free webinar. It’s open to all ages and ability levels. Just show up and have fun!CHECK IT OUT Now that you have your piano, the first thing to master is how to sit at the piano comfortably and effectively. Then, get to know your keyboard. For more info on
proper piano posture, check out this lesson with a chiropractor. Some basic tips: Avoid being hunched over. Slightly tuck in your lower back so that your vertebrae naturally stacks up. Stretch. Warm up by stretching out your wrists, arms, neck, and shoulders. We have more lessons on how to navigate the keyboard, but here are some quick tips:
Understand the musical alphabet. Notes are named after the alphabet. D comes after C, E comes after D, and so on. The musical alphabet has seven main notes: A-B-C-D-E-F-G. Then it repeats from A. Get to know Cs and Fs. Cs are the white key to the left of the group of two black keys. Fs are the white key to the left of the group of three black keys.
Find middle C. It’s a white key in the middle of the keyboard. Helpful lessons: Perfect Posture at the Piano (A Chiropractor’s Guide) Piano in 7 Days Scales are a building block of piano music. You’ll find them in songs all over the place, from classical to jazz to rock and pop. Drilling scales can feel dry, but it’s incredibly worth it when you can dazzle
your friends with a lightning-fast run up and down the piano. The first technique you should learn as a brand new piano player is the five-finger scale. It’ll introduce you to a fundamental movement in piano playing. To play this, put your first finger (thumb) on middle C, your second finger (pointer finger/index) on D, and align the rest of your fingers
with keys. Then play these notes with each finger one by one, like this: Practice this a few times, then try starting the scale on a different note, such as G. Once you master five-finger scales, it’s time to start learning octave scales. To play a scale from C to C, you’ll have to learn a few moves: the thumb tuck when you’'re going up the scale and the
crossover when you’'re going down the scale. Here’s a lesson on how to play octave scales with both hands. Learning how to play scales up, down, and with both right and left hands will be a tight learning curve, but it’s a foundational skill you'll use for the rest of your piano playing career. Ideally, pianists should know all the major and minor scales.
But if you're just beginning, start with the basics: C Major, A Minor, G Major, D major, F Major, and B-Flat Major. Contrary to popular belief, you don’t need to know how to read sheet music to become a good piano player. In fact, some of the world’s most accomplished musicians, including the Beatles, never learned how to read sheet music. That
being said, understanding music notation will open up worlds of opportunity. Knowing how to read music is like knowing a second language; so long as you have the sheet music for a song, you can play anything! Get all the details on how to sight-read by checking out this free lesson. Or try Sight Reading Made Simple if you’d like more structure.
Some key concepts to learn: The grand staff Treble and bass clefs Key signature Time signature How note types (ie. quarter note, eighth note) indicate rhythm Ledger lines Accidentals (ie. sharps, flats, etc.) Sight reading can be overwhelming at first, but over time, you’ll begin to recognize patterns and you won’t have to read every single note. Start
looking for patterns today like scales (one note after the another) and various chord shapes. Helpful lessons: Because we don’t have to tune our instruments, ear training can fall by the wayside when it comes to piano players. But don’t neglect your ears! Ear training is super important—after all, listening is half of what music is all about. Being able to
play a song just from ear may seem like a magical talent, but it’s a skill anyone can learn. One way to do this is by learning how to associate intervals with popular songs, then using intervals to figure out your favorite songs by ear. Singing along with what you play will also boost ear abilities, and you don’t need to be a wonderful singer to benefit. Ear
training is something you should continue practicing for the rest of your piano journey. Helpful lessons: Chords are the foundation to Western music. If you break apart a song, it all boils down to chords. Know chords, and you’ll have the keys to unlock virtually any song. Now, there are tons of chords in every key and even more chord types. This can
be overwhelming for a beginner, so we suggest learning the Big Four chords to start: If you know these chords, you can start playing dozens of pop songs, such as: There are many concepts tied to chords. Here are some concepts in a rough easiest-to-hardest order: Major and minor triads Chord inversions Slash chords Diatonic chords Sus chords
Seventh chords Chord extensions Helpful lessons: One of the most common questions we get asked is how to play with both hands. Playing hands together is hard, and if you struggle with it, you are far from alone. Your brain knows what it’s supposed to do, but your hands just won’t listen! Some tips: Use scale and chord inversion practice to sharpen
your hand independence. These drills aren’t just for training speed! If you use sheet music, draw lines connecting where notes match up. Sometimes, having something visual to refer to can help with hand independence. Practice hands separately first. Be able to fluently play something hands separate before you put your hands together. Focus on
rhythm. Breaking down the rhythm, such as writing “1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +” in your sheet music can help. Here’s how to count complicated rhythms on the piano. Do exercises specifically designed for hand independence. This includes your chords and scales played hands together. If chords and scales are too boring, try Hanon exercises. We also have tons
of hand independence exercises for beginners in our Technique section. Be patient. Even seasoned pianists struggle with hand independence. Learning how to coordinate your hands will take time, perhaps more time than you expect. And that’s totally normal. Helpful lessons: Play Piano With Both Hands Easy Piano Exercises for Playing With 2 Hands
Learning how to play piano by yourself is a challenge! But it doesn’t have to be a lonely, frustrating, or unnecessarily grueling one. Here are some tips to help keep you grounded. This is my favorite advice from Pianote Coach Sangah Noona. We are inundated with educational content every day. Every time I open YouTube, I find a new pianist who
claims their method is the method. Of course, some methods are better than others, but starting and stopping too many methods can distract you from progressing. Do explore and see what’s out there. But once you find a method that appeals to you, try it for a reasonable amount of time (say, a few months) before throwing it out. Piano will seem
really fun at first, but there will be tougher times. You won’t feel as good, you’ll feel frustrated, and you may even be tempted to quit. It helps to be emotionally prepared for when this happens, because it will happen. That way, you won’t be taken by surprise and will be less likely to quit. Because feeling this way is totally normal. S.M.A.R.T. goals are
Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Relevant, and Timely. So, set a goal like: “I will play Mozart’s Piano Sonata No. 16 by February of next year. It is an attainable goal because I can play pieces slightly easier than Piano Sonata No. 16. And it’s relevant because it is one of my favorite pieces of all time and I want to perform it for Valentine’s Day.”
Pianists tend to be lone wolves, but it really doesn’t have to be that way! Joining a community can help you progress a lot faster, pick up new ideas, and develop an important skill: playing with others. Not everyone is in a position to join a band, but we encourage piano players to join online communities. Talk through problems with pianists who have
been there and done that, get shopping advice, and maybe even discover new music. (Psst: If you want to learn piano and join a community at the same time, give Pianote a try!) Finally, when the going gets tough, remind yourself why you wanted to learn piano anyway. Whether it’s to bond with someone you love, because you enjoy learning, or
because you simply adore music—remind yourself of this reason and let it be the fuel that propels you forward. Piano is a lifelong journey. Even professional, concertizing piano players improve year after year. The learning journey never stops. And it can take a while! So, be patient, relax, have fun, and enjoy the music. Join the Musora FamilyYour
musical journey starts today: try Pianote and get access to drum, vocal, and guitar lessons too! Are you one of those aspiring pianists who dream of playing beautiful melodies but don’t know where to start? Trust me, you're not alone! I remember my own journey when I decided to learn the piano. I was overwhelmed by countless options, so I had to
dig deep into the world of online piano lessons. If you're in the same boat, let’s explore together which online platforms offer the best piano lessons for beginners! Why Learn Piano Online?Before diving into the platforms, let’s talk about why learning the piano online can be a game-changer. The convenience of learning from home, fitting lessons into
your schedule, and the plethora of resources available at your fingertips make online learning appealing. Plus, you can wear your comfiest pajamas while you practice what’s not to love?I vividly recall my first lesson with a free YouTube tutorial. I was sitting cross-legged on my living room floor, notebook in hand, as I attempted to decipher the basics
of music theory. Who knew learning could be so fun and accessible? Top Online Platforms for Beginners 1. YousicianYousician stands out as a top choice for beginners. Through its interactive app, you can learn piano at your own pace while it listens to you play how cool is that? When I first tried it, I felt like I had a personal tutor sitting right next to
me, gently guiding me through scales and simple songs.Pros:- Interactive and gamified learning experience- Progress tracking- Huge library of songsCons:- Full features require a subscription- May feel overwhelming with too many optionsReal-life Scenario: Picture this: You're sitting at your keyboard, ready to tackle a new song. You open
Yousician, and it’s like a video game! The app prompts you to hit specific notes to succeed, and voil\\u00e0, you're making music.— 2. Piano Academy]If you prefer a more structured course layout, Piano Academy could be your perfect match. This app combines video lessons with interactive exercises to strengthen your skills. I remember the first time
I tackled a lesson on chord progressions I felt like I was unlocking a secret code to music!Pros:- Structured lessons tailored for beginners- Game-like elements to enhance engagement- Good balance of theory and practiceCons:- Less variety in music styles- Premium features require paymentUnique Insight: One thing that sets Piano Academy apart is
their approach to theory. Those who struggle with music theory will appreciate how well they integrate it into practical lessons something that I wish I had back in my learning days!— 3. FlowkeylI can’t talk about online piano lessons without mentioning Flowkey. This platform is designed for beginners and offers a blend of video tutorials along with
sheet music for popular songs. My experience with Flowkey was nothing short of transformative. I could play along to my favorite tunes and learn at the same time.Pros:- Extensive song library across different genres- Instant feedback on your playing- Clear and engaging video tutorialsCons:- Subscription model can be pricey- Requires an internet
connection to view sheet musicRelatable Scenario: I remember the thrill of playing my first song Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star using Flowkey. The satisfaction of learning a song I loved made me want to practice even more!— 4. Justin PianoFor those who already enjoy Justin Guitar, there’s Justin Piano. This platform is tailored for beginners and offers
an excellent mixture of video lessons and sheet music. I stumbled upon this site after getting frustrated with other platforms, and I was pleasantly surprised by its simplicity.Pros:- Free beginner course available- Easy-to-follow lessons with clear instructions- Engaging community forumCons:- Less comprehensive than other paid platforms- Limited
song selectionPractical Advice: If you're new to piano, I highly recommend starting with Justin’s free course. It will give you a solid foundation without spending a dime. Trust me, it’s a fantastic way to gauge your interest.— 5. TakeLessonsWhat if you crave a one-on-one experience? Enter TakeLessons. This platform connects you with live online
instructors, adapting to your pace and skill level. It’s what I would call the best of both worlds!Pros:- Personalized lessons with real instructors- Flexible scheduling- Wide range of instructors and teaching stylesCons:- Can be more expensive than other platforms- Availability can vary based on instructor schedulesUnique Insight: I had the chance to
take a couple of sessions with a piano teacher I found on TakeLessons. The real-time feedback was invaluable and helped me overcome my struggles with timing and rhythm.— Tips for Choosing the Right PlatformNow that you’'ve explored various options, how do you choose the right one for you? Here’s what I learned from my personal journey: 1.
Assess Your Learning StyleDo you thrive in a structured environment, or do you prefer a more relaxed, self-paced approach? Identify which method suits you best. 2. Check out Free TrialsMany platforms offer free trials or lessons. Take advantage of these to see what fits your learning style before committing! 3. Set Goals and Stay CommittedDefine
what you want to achieve. Whether it’s learning specific songs or mastering techniques, setting goals can motivate you to stay committed.— ConclusionEmbarking on your piano journey can be incredibly rewarding. With so many platforms available, there’s something out there for every budding pianist. Whether you’re jamming with Yousician, diving
into theory with Piano Academy, or getting personalized guidance from TakeLessons, the key is to start practicing today!I hope this guide helps you navigate through the plethora of online lessons available. Now, it’s time to dust off that piano and start playing happy learning! \\ud83c\\udfb9 The piano has been a huge contribution to both classical and
modern music. It was first created in the early 1700s. It originated from a harpsichord and has changed in size and shape several times since then. Now we have grand pianos, digital pianos, and synthesizers. Here are fifteen interesting facts about this very popular instrument. The piano was invented in Italy in 1709 by Bartolomeo di Francesco
Cristofori. The piano was originally called the pianoforte because of its ability to play notes both quietly (piano) and loudly (forte). The harpsichords that came before were only able to play softly. The piano has over 12,000 parts, 10,000 of which are moving. It is an enormous number of small pieces that need to work perfectly to get the sound that you
want out of the instrument. There are 230 strings needed for a piano to make its full range of sound. The strings are made out of steel and produce their sound when struck by tiny hammers inside the piano. Each string usually holds about 170 pounds of tension. This is one of the reasons why piano tuning is a job for a specialist! The piano can be
considered both a string instrument and a percussion instrument. Most believe it is percussion because the hammers are striking the strings inside. The range of the piano goes from the lowest note you can play on a double-bassoon to the highest note you can play on a piccolo. That is an entire orchestral range in one instrument! Many people refer to
the piano keys as “ivories,” but actually they haven’t been made out of ivory since the 1940’s. They are now made out of plastic to protect endangered resources. The exact middle of a piano keyboard is NOT middle C. It is actually the space between E and F above middle C. What are those pedals at the bottom of the piano for? The pedal on the left is
a damper pedal. It moves the hammers closer to the string, which makes the sound softer. The middle pedal is a sostenuto pedal. It sustains only the notes you press, and then allows you to play others without sustain. The right pedal is the sustain pedal and is used the most often. The first piano invented was so expensive that average rich families
could not afford. You could only really find these expensive instruments in homes of aristocrats and royalty for nearly a century before it became more accessible to the rest of the public. The largest piano ever made was by Adrian Mann, a piano tuner from New Zealand. It weighs 1.4 tons and is 5.7 meters long. It took this 25-year-old 4 years to build
it! There are 18 million non-professional piano players in the US alone! The best piano brand is considered to be Steinway. The Steinway family has been making pianos since 1853! One of Cristofori’s original pianos is still in existence at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City! If the piano sounds like the instrument for you, you can find out
more information here or you can register online for piano lessons today! We have fabulous piano instructors that are excited about teaching you to play! How To Begin Your Lessons When you are ready to proceed, go to the top of this page and under the “Starter Studies” drop-down menu select “Lesson 1.” Each lesson takes about 35 minutes to
complete. However, work slowly and at your own pace. It’s important to learn each lesson before moving on to the next. Free Online Piano Lessons Since 1994 PianoNanny.com has acquired “Piano on the Net” — the original free online piano and music lesson course, established online in February of 1994. Piano on the Net has won many awards and
has been featured on the NBC Nightly News (June 1998), CNN (October 1997) and in WebMaster (now CIO) Magazine (August 1997).This excellent educational site is a free public service brought to you by PianoNanny.com (Piano Nanny) and The Art Department. We hope you find it useful. Your instructor for the course is Emmy Award-winning film
composer and Jazz musician Clinton S. Clark. Clinton is member of ASCAP and The Society of Composers & Lyricists. If you would like to help support these free piano lessons online, please consider purchasing a track or two of music written and recorded by Clint and sold at either Songtradr or Pond5.A Testimonial From One of Our Students “I took
a general music GCSE at school aged 16, and ended up totally lost and bewildered with the theory. I never really got started trying to learn piano and have always regretted it. On a total whim whilst Christmas shopping, I bought myself a Yamaha keyboard with the intention to try again and I am so glad I did and that I found pianonanny. In the space
of a few days I have worked my way through the beginner class and can honestly say I have learned more in these few days than in 2 years at school.I tried a few different sites before I found pianonanny and after a few simple lessons they all invariably wanted money to continue. I have found pianonanny to be a much better learning tool than any of
them. What a pleasure to find a site that really wants to help you. The lessons are explained very well, with the audio clips a great help. Congratulations on an excellent site and thank you. I have found a new pleasure in life and I am extremely grateful to you. Best Wishes, Craig Wilson.” Here on Piano Dreamers, I've taken an in-depth look into several
of the best online piano courses out there. While these online methods are a fraction of the price of traditional in-person lessons, they still require a financial commitment that may put off first-time pianists on a budget. That’s why I've put together this list of free piano resources that will send beginner pianists off on their piano journey without
making them dig into their pockets. When compared to paid methods, whether online or in-person, free lessons do have their drawbacks. These include less structure, lack of teacher support, and fewer available options. Nonetheless, whether you’re looking for a main learning method or something to supplement the weaker areas of your current
piano course, these free piano resources are worth looking into. Here we go! YouTube is a great place to start for free piano lessons, but make sure that you don’t fall into the trap of learning how to play songs through imitation without actually developing any real musical skills or knowledge. Channels like the two below deliver solid piano know-how
in short video lessons. This channel by Josef Sykora has over 100 video lessons, starting with content for beginners and moving into intermediate techniques as well. The videos are organized into playlists with names like “New Here? Check These Out First” and “Left Hand Piano - Videos to Improve Your Left Hand”. The video lessons have a high
production value, with overhead keyboard views, displayed staff, and highlighted keys just like in many paid online methods. Josef has a clear, enjoyable way of teaching, and the comments are overwhelmingly positive. The lesson topics are many and varied, including pedaling, rhythm exercises, adding emotion, finger exercises, and scales. However,
the overall focus is on chords and improvisation with the intent of playing popular music. Josef teaches tips and tricks for chording, creating melodic patterns, harmonizing, and more. Unlike other chord-focused courses I've seen where it's assumed that you’ll want to accompany yourself while singing the melody, all the song examples are piano-only.
In addition to the video lessons, Josef has created free guide sheets to go along with some of the lessons, such as a rhythm exercise sheet and a beginner finger exercise sheet. Creative Piano Academy also offers paid courses with more structured lessons and “practice routes”. This channel’s target audience appears to be adults and teenagers
interested in playing popular music. What’s done right: Wide variety of interesting lessons, clear instruction, and examples that are a joy to listen to and play. The lessons are designed to get students playing right away. What’s missing: While notes are always shown on the staff during the lessons, reading music is not a focus of Creative Piano
Academy, nor is theory. Also, though playlists offer some structure, there is no clear lesson or level progression. Piano Lessons on the Web is a YouTube channel dedicated to teaching beginner pianists useful strategies and exercises for learning how to play the piano, as well as pieces and music theory. The lessons are taught by Tim, who does a good
job of explaining concepts in an easy-to-follow manner. This channel is comprehensive, with hundreds of videos covering topics from posture, rhythms, and finger dexterity to troubleshooting, pop chords, and ear training. The earliest beginner lessons are arranged into playlists in order to help students progress logically, and Tim goes the second step
of dividing the playlists into three levels. However, after this stage, the lessons have not been organized into any sort of order other than the order in which they were posted. Unlike Creative Piano Academy, the lessons focus heavily on reading music, theory, and technique. They don’t get you playing within the first few videos, but they do make sure
that you develop a solid foundation in theory and will be able to learn pieces from sheet music. This is perhaps why Piano Lessons on the Web has fewer lessons that teach a specific song — it’s expected that you’ll be playing pieces from external sheet music. If you're a fan of classical music or have the goal of learning how to read music, this channel
is a good place for you to start. It is best suited to adults and teenagers. What’s done right: The lessons are detailed and strong on theory, reading music, and technique. What’s missing: There are not many lessons on chords or improvisation, and you’ll need to look for additional sheet music. For those who prefer reading their lessons to watching
them, these websites present a solid option. Web pages also lend themselves better to a structured lesson plan than YouTube channels, so there is no guesswork in what to practice next. This award-winning website has been offering free online piano lessons since 1994. It has starter, intermediate, and advanced studies, with 9-13 lessons each. The
lessons are text-based, with images and audio files to demonstrate the concepts on the piano. The starter and intermediate sections deal almost entirely with theory, reading music, and technique rather than teaching pieces, but students should be able to apply concepts learned in the lessons to external music. The advanced studies veer away from
reading sheet music into jazz and improvisation. Students learn about chord progressions, improv patterns, the blues scale, and other jazzy concepts. This makes PianoNanny a well-rounded course suited both to those that wish to learn how to read music and those interested in improvisation and chording. PianoNanny is best for adult and teenage
learners, as the format is heavy on information and light on more fun features like songs and visuals. What’s done right: PianoNanny digs in deep on theory and makes sure that students get a good education on reading music as well as improvisation. What’s missing: Students don’t actually touch the piano until nearly the end of the beginner section,
and will definitely need to source pieces elsewhere. Zebra Keys is an old-school site that provides 50 beginner piano lessons free of charge. The lessons are divided into four levels: preparation, beginner, intermediate, and advanced. Each level is further divided into lessons on songs, chords, music theory, improvisation, and technique. *Make sure
Flash is enabled in your browser to be able to see all the illustrations. This lesson plan starts out with the piano basics but doesn’t take long to start putting them into practice with simple songs. By the end of the advanced section, students will know how to play the blues scale and advanced chords. More lessons on concepts like modulation and
transposition are coming soon, according to the website. Sadly, your browser doesn’t support the video tag. This is a quick demo of how Zebra Keys dynamic illustrations look like. Two additional Zebra Keys features are a sheet music library with 35 beginner and advanced pieces in the public domain, and ear training and note-naming exercises.
Zebra Keys also has a YouTube channel with video lessons that correspond to the lessons on the website, as well as many song and scale tutorials. One misgiving I have about this program is that it seems to provide a surface-level understanding of concepts. For example, it teaches how to play certain advanced chords, but not in which scenarios they
would be used. For this reason, I see Zebra Keys as a once-over-lightly piano resource. Zebra Keys recommends their program for learners ages 13 and up, though also say that a parent could use the lessons as an aid to teach their children how to play the piano. Students who are interested in a quick intro to reading music, chording, and
improvisation are best for this course. What’s done right: The lessons are well-rounded and logically structured, and it’s nice to have a free source for sheet music. What’s missing: The lessons are not particularly in-depth, especially those on music notation, and the website could be sleeker and more user-friendly. There are plenty of free piano apps
for both iOS and Android, but most of them make use of an on-screen piano, and teach little, if anything, in the way of theory and practical piano skills. Apps such as these are best thought of as games — they’re fun but don’t actually translate to real-life musical knowledge. Another common type of free piano apps are those associated with programs
like Flowkey, Simply Piano, and Skoove, which are free at first but require payment to access most content. I was not able to find a free app that could be used as a main piano course, but that’s not to say that there are no piano apps that are both free and useful. Below are some great piano apps that cover just one or two aspects of learning to play
the piano. These apps are fantastic supplements to other learning methods, whether those be in-person lessons, paid online courses, or free online lessons. Music Tutor is sight reading gamified, helping you to painlessly develop your speed and accuracy in reading music. Using either your midi-connected keyboard or the on-screen keyboard, you race
against the clock to identify notes on the staff. The app keeps track of your times and accuracy so that you can monitor your progress. Music Tutor is available for iOS and Android. This ear-training app is designed to help you develop your aural skills and sense of rhythm. It includes interval identifying exercises, rhythm clapping and imitation, solfege
exercises, and chord and scale identification. The app listens to you via your device’s microphone and keeps track of areas that need more practice. Ear training is an important aspect of developing musicality that is often overlooked by online methods, so it’s great to have a supplementary resource that addresses it. Those interested in improvisation
in particular should give this app a try. Perfect Ear can be downloaded on both iOS and Android devices. By now you know that there are some great free piano resources out there for those on a budget. It will likely take a bit of trial-and-error to figure out which free resource is the one for you, or more likely, which few resources are the magic combo
that will cover all your bases. As always, it’s important to figure out what your piano goals are before committing to any one course so that you can be sure that a method is going to take you where you want to go. You may end up deciding that you need a more structured, all-inclusive piano method to really make progress, whether that means an
online course or in-person lessons. But should you go with an alternate main piano course or not, I recommend taking the time to check out the resources on this list — you can’t beat the price! You might also like: Best Online Piano Lessons: Apps, Courses, Software Picking the Best Way to Learn Piano Today (The Definitive Guide) Benefits of Playing
Piano (+25 Reasons to Start Learning It NOW) The Ultimate Guide to Buying a Digital Piano Learning the piano is less about mastering an instrument and more about unveiling a new language of emotion and expression. It’s an investiture of time, dedication, and discipline, often leading to lifelong passion. The prospect of self-learning may seem
daunting without a structured classroom setting or access to a skilled tutor. However, several effective strategies can help beginners approach this task with confidence. Technological advancements have opened doors to a host of dynamic, virtual learning platforms, which support independent piano learning. This article aims to assist you in
identifying those strategies that can empower you to teach yourself piano successfully. Learning to play the piano can seem like a daunting task, but online piano course platforms make this task easier by offering comprehensive lessons for self-teaching. These platforms offer a wide range of lessons designed to cater to individuals with varying skill
levels and learning preferences. You get the freedom to learn at your own pace, whether at a slow, comfortable speed or a fast, challenging one, without the pressure of keeping up with a class or a teacher. Interactivity is a significant advantage that online piano course platforms have over traditional piano learning mediums. They provide interactive
interface, real-time feedback, and a large library of songs, making learning piano more engaging. These platforms often integrate technology that allows you to connect your piano or keyboard directly to the platform for instant feedback on your playing. This feedback is a crucial part of the learning process, as it helps you understand where your
mistakes are and how to correct them. Online piano course platforms offer a very flexible learning environment, which makes it perfect for those who have a busy schedule but still want to pursue their piano learning journey. Supporting this, you wouldn’t have to worry about missing lessons or catching up as you can allocate some personal time
whenever you are free, making it a preferred choice for many aspiring pianists. Most importantly, the biggest advantage that these online platforms offer is that they are significantly more affordable than hiring a private tutor or enrolling in a music school. So, you can save a lot while still enjoying comprehensive, high-quality piano lessons.
Regardless of your age or skill level, there is always a learning path suitable for you on these online platforms. Whether you’'re a beginner who’s never played a note or an advanced player looking to refine their technique, you’ll find the resources you need. While online piano lessons may never fully replace the experience of one-on-one lessons with a
professional teacher, they are undoubtedly an excellent place to start. After all, the most important thing is to start somewhere. How to Play Piano: Day 1 - EASY First Lesson for Beginners By going through the video, you’ll gain insights into essential beginners’ piano lessons. It demonstrates how to get started with piano and provides easy beginner
exercises. If you're more of a visual learner, you’ll greatly benefit from the video demonstrations which can show you exactly how to position your hands, which keys to press, and everything else you need to start playing. Remember! The key to successfully learning piano through these platforms is consistency. Practice regularly and don’t rush your
learning. Learning piano is a journey, and it’s all about enjoying the process rather than only aiming for the goal. Have fun exploring and playing around with the different features these online piano platforms offer. When venturing into the world of music and piano playing, having a solid frame of reference can be quite helpful. This is why it is
beneficial to read piano learning books and workbooks. There’s an abundance of these materials available both in digital form and paperbacks which cater to every level of piano proficiency, from beginner to advanced. Apart from these comprehensive resources, beginners can get started with simple piano learning books that break down basic
concepts in an easily understandable manner. They include topics such as understanding musical notes, rhythm, and the piano keyboard layout. Moreover, many of these books contain practical exercises and drills that reinforce what you have learned, which is essential in mastering a musical instrument. To further cement these concepts, these
books often come with interactive workbooks. Workbooks provide valuable practice by offering specific exercises designed to help students apply the lessons learned in theoretical books. Such exercises often come with finger positioning guides, tips to improve technique and more, effectively helping you to build strong piano playing foundations. For
a more in-depth understanding of the piano, there are books that delve into exploring various piano genres, complex rhythms, intricate scales and chords, among other topics. This enables learners to not only play the piano but to understand its underlying principles and repertoire. Additionally, as you progress with your piano skills, these learning
materials can also serve as valuable references for more advanced piano techniques. The various examples and scenarios presented in the books and workbooks help learners to visualize and understand complex concepts better. By repeatedly working through these exercises, you can eventually translate the theory into actual piano playing.
Therefore, diligently reading and practising with piano learning books and workbooks can significantly aid your self-learning experience. Remember that while these resources are great, it is through repeated and focused practice that you will truly hone your skills. And while this learning method does demand discipline and dedication, the ongoing
process of exploring and mastering the piano is bound to give you a rewarding and fulfilling musical journey. Practicing sheet music reading is one of the cornerstones of teaching yourself how to play the piano. It’s an essential skill that every budding pianist must develop to succeed in their pursuit. When people start to learn piano by themselves,
they often shy away from reading sheet music, believing it to be too complex or time-consuming. However, it’s crucial to understand the importance of this step in your self-teaching process. Learning how to read sheet music does not only help you learn new pieces faster but significantly enhances your general understanding of music theory as well.
When you can identify the notes, dynamics and rhythms on a piece of sheet music, you're able to visualize the structure of the piece and have a better grasp on the musical elements at play. You begin to understand the complexity of each piece, appreciate the composer’s intentions, and grasp the emotions and messages conveyed in the music.
Furthermore, just like learning a new language, reading sheet music fluently allows you to access a vast world of different music genres, from classical to jazz, from pop to blues. This practice opens doors to new and creative possibilities, as you gain the ability to read and play a piece of music you’'ve never heard before. How To Read Notes (Beginner
Piano Lesson) By watching the video above, you will be guided through some of the fundamentals of reading sheet music at a beginner-friendly pace. You'll also get practical tips on how to translate what’s on the page to the piano keys. Continued practice of sheet music reading will result in better comprehension of musical notation and symbols,
improved sight-reading abilities, and a heightened sense of pitch and rhythm. To make your practice more enjoyable and productive, start with simple, familiar songs, or pieces specifically composed for training purposes. And remember, consistency is key. Regular practice, even for just a few minutes every day, will drastically improve your sheet
music reading skills over time. As you get comfortable with basic notation, gradually tackle more challenging pieces and genres to further develop your skills. Indeed, sheet music reading is an essential element in the journey of learning how to play the piano by yourself. It’s a skill that underpins many aspects of piano playing and serves as a stepping
stone to more advanced pianistic techniques and concepts. One of the most fundamental aspects of learning to play the piano involves understanding and mastering scales and chords. The process of learning scales serves to increase your finger strength and agility, while also giving a better understanding of key signatures. In the most basic sense, a
scale is a set of musical notes arranged in ascending or descending order. Initially, you should focus primarily on major and minor scales, progressing gradually to more complex scales as your ability develops. Moreover, scales can heighten your understanding of different keys and provide a foundational backing for exciting improvisations.
Remarkably, this statement emphasizes the fact that not only will you gain technical skills, but also improvisational ability and musical understanding. Learning and practicing scales will equip you with a wide range of notes to use when you're creating melodies and harmonies in your own compositions. On the other hand, chords typically consist of at
least three musical notes that are played simultaneously and form the harmonic foundation of any musical piece. A deep understanding of chords can lead to you being able to play by ear, an impressive skill in the world of music. Standard chords to learn when starting out include major and minor, followed by seventh and diminished chords for more
advanced learning. Most training platforms can provide suites of exercises that will enable you to master chords and their application in different keys. Memorization of these chords will facilitate your capacity to play songs and even take on sight-reading with more confidence. Furthermore, chords are a way to communicate, producing emotional
expression in the listener. Indeed, chords are the backbone of almost all songs, providing depth and richness to the melody while also aiding in the song’s emotional expression. Whether it’s a sorrowful ballad or a spirited rock anthem, the chord structure will make each unique and appealing in its way. When you have a firm grasp on scales and
chords, your musical repertoire will see a significant improvement, and music will become even more enjoyable. So, investing time in mastering scales and chords is certainly vital in your journey of learning piano by yourself. When you’re exploring ways to learn piano by yourself, one of the best tools you can utilize exists right in your pocket. Thanks
to advancements in technology, there are now realistic piano apps that you can use to hone your skills and technique. These apps mimic actual piano playing experience and can be incredibly beneficial while you're self-learning. The realistic piano apps come with a wide range of features offering on-screen piano keys, various instrument sounds, and
lessons targeting different skill levels. The way the keys respond to touch, the quality of the sound they produce, as well as the availability of other important learning tools, such as sheet music and lessons, are important factors to consider when choosing an app. Realistic piano apps not only provide a convenient practice tool but also offer valuable
educational resources to boost your musical knowledge and skill. True to the above statement, a good piano app can mirror the experience of playing on an actual piano, enriching your overall learning journey. It can also provide immediate feedback on your performances, thus solidifying the learning process and increasing the speed at which you
improve. Below is a video that will guide you in selecting the best piano app for beginners in 2023. The Best Piano App for Beginners (Don't Waste Time on Wrong One!) Watching this video will guide you through various piano apps, highlighting their features and benefits. This will greatly assist you in choosing the right app that corresponds with
your musical goals and preferences. Identifying the right piano app enhances the learner’s experience, making the self-learning journey more fulfilling and effective. Like with any tool, the efficacy of a piano app depends on how consistently and how wisely it is used. The best piano apps offer theory lessons, exercises, and a wide number of pieces to
practice, making them a great ally in the learning process. However, remember that apps should be used as a supplement to your other learning techniques, giving you an enhanced and complete piano learning experience. Finally, as you continue your journey through self-learning the piano, it’s important to stay patient with yourself and remember
that progress takes time. Every great pianist once started where you are now and the key to success is consistent practice and not rushing the process. Mastering hand coordination is an essential aspect of learning to play the piano effectively, especially if you are venturing into teaching the skill to yourself. This may seem like a naturally
overwhelming task at first, especially if you are new to playing instruments. However, with the right persistence and effective practice techniques, overcoming this hurdle is very achievable. The first place to start is by practicing each hand separately. It is crucial to learn the notes and movements for the left and right hand independently, becoming
confident in the music you can make with each before trying them together. Only after you have mastered the separate hand movements should you begin to experiment with combining them. Introducing your other hand too soon may result in difficulty and confusion, such is the complexity of coordinated hand movements in piano playing, hence the
need to master one first. When you are comfortable playing with each hand alone, you can slowly start to incorporate both hands. Doing this slowly is key, as rushing can lead to frustration and potential errors in your technique. It is helpful to focus on one small section of a piece at a time, gradually building up to longer stretches of music.
Metronomes can also be a handy tool for maintaining rhythm while building hand coordination. Piano exercises specifically designed to improve hand coordination can be found in various books and online platforms. These drills often involve practicing different patterns and scales that challenge you to use both hands in a harmonious and
synchronized way. Practicing such exercises regularly can greatly enhance your skill in this area. Another important aspect of hand coordination on the piano is finger strength and dexterity. Exercises focusing on individual finger movements can help you develop both strength and control, which are vital for coordinating your hands effectively on the
piano. Incorporating these exercises into your daily practice routine will, over time, enhance your hand coordination, making your piano playing more fluid and proficient. Every piano learner has a preferred genre they lean to, but playing different genres of music expands your skills and grows your expressiveness. No matter what style you love,
always remember that experimenting with other forms of music adds versatility and a distinct touch to your performances. Moreover, this ensures constant learning as every music genre comes with unique complexities and chord progressions. Explore classical pieces to exercise your hand with intricate compositions and robust notes. Then, you may
want to try jazz for its syncopated rhythms and improvisational nature. Playing blues on the piano opens the door to understating chord structures, phrasing and emotional depth inherent in the music. These genres let you learn the distinct nuances of creating music which could be quite enchanting when used in your own renditions. 'Twinkle,
Twinkle' 24 Genre Piano Variations by Scott Bradlee By watching this video, you will witness how a familiar nursery tune can be transformed using different genres. This could be quite inspirational and instructive, helping you understand how deeply genre influences a piece of music. Moving on, shift towards rock for a change in pace and to practice
powerful chords. Also, practicing gospel and soul music can help bring grace and a hymn-like quality to your play style. R&B or pop, on the other hand, can let you indulge in catchy hooks and memorable melodies. A diverse understanding of genres helps you quickly adapt to any piece of music, read intervals and rhythms better, and also capture the
intended moods and emotions more accurately. Remember, each new genre you delve into makes you a more skilled, adaptable and thematic pianist. Have an open and adventurous musical mindset and let different genres color your music, define your style and expand your piano vocabulary. One of the most important aspects of learning the piano by
yourself is maintaining a consistent practice routine. Finger exercises are incredibly valuable tools for developing agility, strength, and independence in your fingers. They are designed to improve your hand co-ordination and finger muscle memory. Many online courses and piano training books offer a variety of finger exercises that you can practice
daily. By integrating these exercises into your daily practice routine, you can significantly enhance your dexterity and fluency on the keyboard. Regular and diligent practice of finger exercises can dramatically improve your speed, accuracy, and overall piano playing ability. Indeed, these exercises are not only important for technical proficiency, but
also for understanding the structure of the music and the relationship between different notes and chords. Additionally, practicing finger exercises daily can help to prevent strain and injury, by promoting healthy and efficient hand and finger movements. They infuse your fingers with nimbleness and flexibility, allowing you to smoothly transition
between different notes and chords. Remember that while learning piano, it is not just about perfecting the melodies; it’s also about building strong, healthy and efficient techniques. In order to achieve the desired results, it is essential to practice these exercises in a sensible and mindful way, focusing on precision and control, rather than speed. It is
advisable to start slowly, and gradually increase the speed as your fingers become more comfortable and familiar with the movements. Finger exercises are not just about your fingers; they are about training your mind as well. They help you to develop mental discipline, focus, and patience, all of which are crucial elements in the process of self-
learning the piano. As a self-learner, it is critical to invest the necessary time and effort into improving your piano skills, and daily practice of finger exercises can play a key role in this journey. It’s also important to remember that progress may seem slow at first, but consistent practice will invariably lead to improvements over time. One of the most
effective ways to learn piano by yourself is by following free online piano tutorials. There’s a myriad of high-quality content online that aims to help anyone, regardless of level, get a grasp on piano playing techniques and styles. Today, with the help of the internet, many professional piano tutors and accomplished pianists have generously chosen to
share their knowledge and expertise openly. These online piano tutorials serve as a handy resource for anyone who wishes to self-teach this majestic instrument. These tutorials often cover wide-ranging topics from rudimentary piano knowledge such as understanding piano keys and chords, to teaching advanced techniques and iconic compositions.
This means they provide the necessary tools to both initiate the learning process and to manage it as you grow into an accomplished pianist. Furthermore, they cover the fundamentals of music theory, exposing you to music notations, scales, rhythm, and so much more. The structure of most online tutorials takes into account that the learner might
have no previous experience. These lessons are systematically sequenced from basic to advanced levels, hence progressively building the student’s skills. Free Piano Course - Lesson 1 for Complete Beginners From watching this lesson, you’ll get started with the basic concepts fundamental to piano playing. It’ll guide you on the ideal posture, how to
position your hands, and an introduction to the piano keys. It’s vital to remember that like any skill, mastery is dependent on consistent practice and patience. Therefore, maintaining a regular follow-up on these tutorials and constantly practicing the skill learned is key to becoming an exceptional pianist. One standout aspect of these online tutorials is
the ability to study at your own pace. Learning can sometimes be intensive, and therefore, having the freedom to pause, rewind, and replay a particular tutorial ensures that you fully comprehend every lesson before moving to the next. Another unique feature of the online piano tutorials is the interactive nature of the learning process. Some tutors
even offer a platform where learners can engage, ask questions, and discuss challenges. Lastly, always keenly observe how the pianist positions their fingers on the piano keys, their posture, and how they use the pedals. A great share of piano playing is adopting the right techniques. Following free online piano tutorials is a promising step to learning



piano by yourself. Still, it’s worth mentioning that it requires an unwavering commitment to practice and a dedication to learning. Enjoy the journey to becoming a self-taught pianist! One of the effective ways to learn piano by yourself is to watch and learn from professional pianist performances. They say observation is a powerful tool for learning,
and this is particularly true with music. By watching accomplished pianists, you can witness firsthand the proper approach and technique to playing the piano. It’s important to focus on their finger placement, as this is critical to making the right sound. Listen carefully, too, as the timing and rhythm are just as vital as finger placement. Also, take note
of the expression and emotion each pianist puts into every performance. Watching performances of professional pianists not only allows you to understand the technical aspects of playing, but also provides inspiration for making your music come alive. Indeed, no textbook or online module can fully capture the emotional expression found in a live
performance. It is this aspect that can help elevate your playing from just hitting the right notes to truly making music. There is a vast library of performances online on platforms like YouTube from pianists all around the world, from every genre imaginable. This allows you to experience different styles and interpretations of music, contributing to
your overall musical education. Consider watching the same piece being performed by different pianists. This can offer useful insights into how the same notes can be interpreted in varied and nuanced ways. Remember: observation isn’t just for absorbing their secrets, it’s also about finding inspiration from their performances. Develop the habit of
watching professional pianists regularly, and you will find it a beneficial addition to your self-piano learning journey. Now, it’s time to sit back, watch, listen, and let the professionals guide you to becoming a more accomplished self-taught pianist. Understanding basic piano maintenance is vital to learning the piano by yourself. Being familiar with the
piano’s physical aspects can greatly improve your playing efficiency. Just like any other instrument, a piano needs occasional tuning to ensure it produces the intended sound and to preserve its overall health. Acknowledging the importance of regular piano maintenance may seem like a trivial aspect but it is extremely crucial. How to Tune the Piano
2021 - Tools & Tuning - DIY! This video can teach you how to tune your piano properly. You'll also understand different tuning tools and how to use them effectively. Acknowledging the importance of regular piano maintenance may seem like a trivial aspect but it is extremely crucial. Every piano player should recognize this, not only to preserve the
life of the instrument but also to ensure it produces the most accurate sounds. Even though, regular tuning is essential, it is also important to learn when to get professional help. Cleanliness is another aspect of piano maintenance. Hence, keeping your piano clean is crucial not just from an aesthetic viewpoint but also for its proper functioning. Using
a soft dry cloth to clean the piano keys once a week can prevent dust build-up that can affect the keys’ smooth movement over time. Another important part of the piano maintenance is to keep it in a favorable environment. Avoid placing your piano near a window where it might be exposed to direct sunlight, as the heat can damage the instrument.
Similarly, avoid damp areas as moisture can warp the wood. Regular playing also contributes to piano maintenance. If a piano is not played on a regular basis, its internal mechanism might stiffen over time, leading to unnecessary clogging. By playing regularly, you help keep the instrument’s components in motion, thus extending its life. In
conclusion, basic maintenance is essential for both the piano’s longevity and your playing. By self-learning, you develop hands-on skills that let you respond swiftly to issues your piano might face. Regular maintenance and a keen eye for potential problems will ensure a long, harmonic relationship with your instrument. If you’re wondering about
effective ways to learn piano by yourself, playing by ear is a resourceful self-teaching method that dramatically aids in the process. Developing the ability to play by ear involves learning how to recognize different pitches and musical patterns, which is a skill that musicians often overlook. Being proficient in playing by ear can actually expand your
overall music comprehension, while allowing you to be more creative and flexible as a pianist. Learning to play by ear enhances your understanding of music and enables you to immerse yourself in the creation and recreation of melodies effortlessly. This extensive understanding is crucial because it opens up a world of creativity. From being able to
replicate a song that you hear on the radio, to improvising your own melodies, learning to play by ear provides invaluable benefits for your development as a musician. To start developing this skill, you can first focus on listening intently to the music around you. Try to differentiate the various notes in a melody, and attempt to play them on the piano.
Moreover, apps and online platforms also provide exercises that help in honing your ability to recognize different pitches and intervals, thereby aiding you in playing songs just by listening to them. Another way is to memorize short melodies and reproduce them on the piano. This practice not only enhances your ear training but also improves your
memory retention and muscle memory. Furthermore, experimenting with different genres of music can also aid in developing your ability to play by ear. Each genre has its own unique patterns and chord progressions, and familiarizing yourself with a wide range of music can further refine your skills in pattern recognition. Make it a regular habit, just
like any other piano practice, and over time, you’ll find yourself playing more and more complex pieces directly from listening. And always remember that playing by ear does not mean ditching sheet music entirely. Both skills coexist and complement each other, making you an overall better and well-rounded pianist. So do not skip or underestimate
the worth of this skill just because it seems difficult at first. It is an essential aspect of music education, and your persistence will certainly pay off in the long run. Learning to play by ear might be challenging for some, as it requires a keen musical ear, patience, and lots of practice. But with consistent effort, anyone can master it and make their
musical journey a rewarding experience. Keep in mind that the goal is not just to play the piano. The ultimate aim is to make music- music that you, the creator, understand and cherish at a profound level, and playing by ear is indeed a significant step in that direction. As a self-taught pianist, one action that can greatly enhance your learning
experience is listening to lots of piano music. It’s an effective way to immerse yourself in the beauty and complexity of the instrument. Through attentive listening, you can start picking up on the subtle nuances and distinct patterns that make up a piano piece. It creates an auditory model in your mind that can be integrated into your playing. Start
with simple, slow-paced music, and as you grow, gradually venture into more complex pieces. Listen to compositions by different pianists and composers to understand their unique touch and style. Being open to various genres of piano music can significantly broaden your understanding of the piano and its musical possibilities. This piece
complements the idea that variety in the music you listen to can dramatically influence your playing style and technique. Experimenting with different genres opens up new avenues of creativity and expression in piano playing. Furthermore, make sure to listen to both recordings and live performances. Recordings allow for repeated listening, while
live performances provide the opportunity to witness the physical aspects of piano playing. Also, active listening involves not just hearing the music, but analyzing and interpreting it as well. Ask yourself questions about what you’re hearing, such as what key the piece is in or how the dynamics change throughout the piece. The Best of Piano: The most
beautiful classical piano pieces for relax & study No doubt, watching this video will give you first-hand exposure to the diversity of classical piano music. It serves as an opportunity to understand timing, cadence, and other technical elements of piano playing. Auditory learning goes beyond just passive listening, it involves consistent and active
engagement with the music. Therefore, refrain from considering it as just background noise, but rather as a source of inspiration and learning. Another tip to maximize learning through listening is to play along to recordings. It can be an enjoyable way to work on your timing, rhythm control, and speed, whilst also practicing playing by ear. In
essence, learning to play the piano involves much more than merely hitting the keys in a specific order. It requires a comprehensive understanding of the music, the ability to interpret what you hear, to appreciate the intricacies of composition and the beauty of expression through sound. By regularly listening to piano music, you are enhancing all
these areas and in turn greatly benefiting your journey to becoming a pianist. As you venture into the world of self-learning the piano, one key aspect of your journey will be to record and review your practice sessions. This will enable you to objectively identify your strengths and areas for improvement. Having a visual and audio record of your
performance provides a clearer perspective on your progress than relying on memory or instinct alone. Think of the recording device as an impartial observer. It captures your playing exactly as it is, including mistakes you may not have realized you were making as you were immersed in the flow of music. By listening to your recordings, you can
easily pinpoint areas of the piece where you consistently make errors; this is where you need to devote more practice time. This realization helps you to focus your efforts more effectively. Rather than repeating an entire piece from start to finish, you can use your recordings as a tool to spot parts that require more attention. Recognize that
improvement does not always mean playing faster or louder. Sometimes, a subtle change like softer touch or slower tempo can make a huge difference in the feel and interpretation of a piece. Reviewing your recordings also offers an opportunity to monitor your form. Note your posture, hand position, and finger movements - all the mechanics of
playing that combine to produce the musical output. Besides, with regular recording, you can track your progress over time - an increasingly rewarding exercise as you can listen back to older performances and notice the improvements you have made. Keep in mind that reviewing your practice sessions does not mean being overly critical of your
progress. Accept the mistakes you make and perceive them as an opportunity for improving. The sense of achievement as you listen back and see your improvement over time can be a great motivator that’ll keep you engaged in learning and enjoying the piano. There are plenty of recording tools at your disposal. It could be as simple as using the
voice recorder app on your phone, or setting up a camera to capture video as well. As you progress in your piano journey, you might want to consider more advanced audio recording equipment to capture a more accurate representation of your sound, but for beginners, simplicity is key. Below all these, remember that the main point of recording your
practice sessions is not to produce a perfect performance, but to have a reference point for reviewing and bettering your skills. In conclusion, when applied effectively, the process of recording and reviewing your piano sessions forms an integral part of the self-learning journey and goes a long way in helping you become a better pianist. Pioneering
your journey as a solo pianist can indeed be a grand experience, especially while incorporating key learning factors such as using metronomes for rhythm accuracy. Metronomes, mechanical or digital, serve as an essential tool that can greatly benefit in maintaining proper timing and steady rhythm in your piano learning process. When using a
metronome, you set a desired tempo which then ticks steadily to that set pace, providing an audible and rhythmic guideline for you to follow. Utilizing a metronome not only encourages timing precision but also aids in developing your sense of rhythm which is vital for playing any musical instrument, especially the piano. This perfectly timed
percussive beat imitates the function of a conductor in an orchestra, directing the dynamics, pace, and rhythmic patterns of the music. Beginners may find it a bit daunting when starting to use metronomes due to the added layer of concentration required; however, consistent practice can lead to substantial improvement. Practicing playing the piano
using a metronome can be as simple as setting a slow pace for a beginner and gradually increasing the tempo as proficiency increases. Practicing scales, arpeggios or even your chosen pieces with a metronome can be incredibly beneficial in improving your overall piano playing skills. As you become more comfortable playing the piano with a
metronome, you can start experimenting with more complex time signatures and rhythms. How to use a metronome in piano practice Through this particular video, you’ll have the chance to grasp a better understanding of how correctly using a metronome can enhance your piano practices. It offers a tutorial on how metronomes can be effectively
incorporated into your daily piano drills to refine your rhythm and timing. Remember, the concept of rhythm accuracy is not confined to getting the beat right; it inherently caters to the larger picture of creating a melodic balance in your piano compositions. Patience and perseverance are key in learning to use a metronome as it might not come
naturally to everyone. While the usage of metronomes may seem like a mere task of following the ticking sound, the path to perfectly aligning those ticks with your piano play requires appreciative dedication and regular practice. Thus, understanding and properly implementing the use of metronomes in your piano playing practices can significantly
improve your rhythmic accuracy, paving the way for you to master the art of piano playing. When you’re learning piano by yourself, it’s crucial to attend different piano concerts for inspiration. These concerts can be a source of motivation and provide you with insights into various playing techniques that experts use. By observing professionals, you
can gradually pick up on their nuances and stylistic choices which can massively benefit your own practice. Attending concerts exposes you to different genres of music which can help you develop your own style. It’s one thing to practice alone, but it’s another thing to see a master in action. Truly, watching a master pianist perform can offer a
thorough understanding of the appliances of different scales, chords, and progressions in a beautifully flowing manner. Moreover, these live shows tend to be emotionally moving, acting as a reminder of why you wanted to learn piano in the first place. It also offers a chance for you to see how the music is supposed to be played and the emotions it
should evoke. Another great benefit is the chance to network with other fellow learners and professionals. This can lead to useful partnerships, mentorships, or even just the comfort of knowing you’re not alone in your learning journey. Most of these concerts also hold question-and-answer sessions at the end, providing you with a golden opportunity
to clear your doubts directly from the experts. Don’t hesitate to ask about their practices, techniques, and tips for learning piano effectively. Remember to cherish these experiences and keep the motivation you receive from these concerts alive in your daily practice. Though these concerts might require a small investment, the immense learning value
they offer is a priceless addition to your journey of self-teaching piano. You should aim to attend at least one concert every few months to consistently expose and immerse yourself in professional piano performances, and apply what you learn to your practice. Always bring a notebook with you to jot down any inspirations, techniques, or approach you
gained from attending the concert. In the end, the importance of attending these piano concerts extends beyond merely watching; it’s about making the most out of the experience as a resourceful part of your independent piano learning journey. One of the most potent resources in self-learning piano is the utilization of instructional videos dedicated
to music theory. Music theory is the foundation of understanding how music works, and knowing it significantly enhances your ability to play the piano more effectively. It’s crucial to acknowledge that learning the piano involves more than just hitting the right keys - understanding the principles behind the music can make all the difference.
Therefore, turning to platforms that offer educational videos on music theory provides an in-depth understanding that is sure to help in your piano learning journey. Such videos usually break down complex topics into understandable chunks, walking you through each concept step by step. They often cover core theory concepts such as key signatures,
scales, chords, and rhythm patterns that are essential for any piano player. Beginner players may find them particularly useful as they start with basics and gradually progress to intricate concepts. For example, in the video you're offered a quick yet comprehensive introduction to music theory. This video will enrich your knowledge on basic musical
structures and how they are used to create melodies and harmonies. You will gain insights into how different elements of a piece of music work together to create the overall sound. The most significant advantage of learning through videos is the flexibility of learning at your own pace. You can pause, rewind, and replay the sections you find
challenging, ensuring that you fully comprehend each concept before moving on to the next. Furthermore, combining visuals with audio in these videos facilitates a more effective learning experience as you can both see and hear the concepts being explained. This multimedia approach to learning is, in many occasions, a more intuitive and engaging
way to pick up music theory. To optimize your learning, try taking notes as you watch these videos, jotting down key points and making sure to revisit them later. Remember, understanding and applying music theory takes time, but with consistent effort and practice, it’ll become second nature. Therefore, it is recommended to incorporate watching
these instructional videos into your regular study routine. Doing so will ensure you consistently build and reinforce your theoretical knowledge, which in turn, improves your overall musical proficiency. Watching such videos is an excellent way to supplement your self-learning efforts as they offer comprehensive explanations and demonstrations that
bring music theory to life. One of the most effective ways to improve piano skills and deeply engage in the learning process is to try writing simple compositions of your own. Not only does it reinforce the knowledge you’ve gained, but it also nurtures creativity. Starting small is always a good idea. Initially, keep your compositions very simple and
short. It could be as simple as creating a pleasant-sounding chord progression or a four-bar melody. By composing, you get to apply the musical concepts you're learning into a real-world scenario that matters to you. This can make those concepts resonate more. > Writing your own music can be quite gratifying. It allows you to express yourself and
feel more emotionally connected to the music you play. This emotional connection can become a strong motivator to continue learning and improving. It’s one thing to play other people’s music well, but it’s a whole other world of fulfillment when you can play your own compositions. During this process, don’t worry about sounding like a professional
composer. Your first compositions aren’t going to sound like Mozart. That’s not the point. The purpose is learning, applying, and understanding the building blocks of music, as well as having fun! You may start to notice patterns and formulas used in the music you listen to and play. These observations can greatly propel your understanding forward.
Take advantage of technology. There are numerous software tools available today that can help you write down and play back your compositions, enabling you to improve them while working on your ear training. Furthermore, some of these software programs offer functionality for music notation, also enabling you to learn how to read and write
music notation. Remember that learning to compose is not a race. Patience and consistency are key. Each composition is a learning opportunity, no matter how simple it may be, it is a step forward in your piano journey. Start grooving over simple rhythms and before you know it, you will be developing the basis for your very own tunes. It’s fascinating
to see your progress over time. Your compositions may start off simple, but will gradually become more complex as you continue to learn and experiment. Through composing, you are practicing various aspects of piano playing: music theory, note reading, creativity, and expression. This aspect is not typically addressed in traditional piano learning
methods, and most times, self-learners may not think to include it as part of their practice routine. Yet, composing can be a powerful tool for independent piano students. Remember, the goal here is to learn piano by yourself, making the process enjoyable and effective for you. Exploring composition gives you autonomy over your learning experience
and allows you to express your individuality through music. As you continue on your journey to learn piano by yourself, experimentation with different piano techniques becomes a crucial element in your progress and development. By diving into various piano techniques, you’'re not merely playing notes, instead, you’re opening yourself to a more in-
depth understanding and interaction with the music. It is notable that piano techniques are more than just how your fingers strike the keys; they involve tone production, pedaling, articulation, and the physicality of playing. The variety of techniques to explore is vast and includes aspects such as legato (smooth), staccato (short), and portamento
(sliding), to name just a few. Piano techniques also consider the use of the sustain pedal, a critical tool to enhance your sound and create various effects. Consider the piano as a living, breathing entity; your technique is the key to unlock the multitude of voices it holds within. Support for the statement above highlights the power of piano technique,
as it allows pianists to coax out the nuances in the piano. Without technique, the instrument remains one-dimensional. Technique also enables us to tackle various difficulties in our playing, whether it’s gymnastic feats of speed, demanding rhythms, or dynamic variance. 7 Techniques Piano Beginners Don't Spend Enough Time On By watching the
video provided, you’ll add value to your practice, gaining insight into several techniques commonly overlooked by beginners. It also provides practical demonstrations which you can emulate and incorporate in your practice sessions. As you explore and master new techniques, remember that the key is to start slowly and gradually increase in tempo.
This way, you give your fingers the time they need to adjust, helping you avoid unnecessary tension and strain. A technique often overlooked but essential is the emphasis on silence or rests within a piece of music just as much as the notes. This awareness creates musical depth and richer performances. Finally, always remember that technique serves
the music; it’s a means to an end. Your ultimate goal should be to use technique to convey the character and emotion of the music. The more techniques you learn and master, the wider your musical vocabulary becomes, giving you the ability to express yourself more fully on the piano. One of the most essential techniques to learn piano by yourself is
to practice sight reading every day. Sight reading is the ability to play a piano piece that you've never seen before on the first attempt. It may seem daunting at first, but with regular practice, it becomes an invaluable skill that enhances your overall piano playing capability. Sight reading is not just about playing notes correctly; it also involves
understanding the musicality of the piece, including its rhythm, tempo, and dynamics. As a self-learner, integrating sight reading into your daily practice routine can seem challenging, but it’s absolutely essential in your journey to becoming a proficient pianist. Remember, practice makes perfect with sight reading. It’s not about getting it bang-on the
first time you read a new piece. It’s about training your eyes, brain, and fingers to coordinate and read music sheets ahead while playing. Consistent daily practice of sight reading will gradually improve your skills. You can begin with simple pieces and slowly move on to more complex ones. Online platforms offer several resources for sight reading,
from beginner to advanced levels. Make full use of these to diversify your practice. Don’t get discouraged if you can’t play a piece perfectly on your first read. This skill takes time and requires patience. Every time you stumble, it’s just an opportunity for learning. Make note of the sections you find challenging and spend additional time on those. The
beauty of sight reading is that it forces you to think on your feet, a skill that is not just beneficial for piano playing, but life in general. When you practice sight reading, you learn to anticipate the notes coming next and this also improves your overall piano playing speed. Remember to limit your practice sessions. Overdoing it can often lead to stress
and does not necessarily result in better learning. Along with practicing sight reading, it’s also important to review your progress. Recording your practice sessions and then listening to them can be a great way to spot areas in need of improvement. Prioritize accuracy over speed. It’s much more important to play the notes accurately than to play
them fast. In summary, daily sight reading practice is a cornerstone of learning piano by yourself, and incorporating it into your practice routine will greatly enhance your skills and piano playing experience. Joining online piano forums and communities is an effective way to get support and advice when you’re teaching yourself to play the piano. It
can be an incredible resource for obtaining further knowledge and learning techniques from other piano enthusiasts and experts. These communities usually have resources for sheet music, references to tutorials, answers to common questions, and recommendations for various piano learning materials. They also offer great constructive feedback, as
members often share their own performances for critique. Listening to others can also provide a unique learning experience and can be a great source of motivation. Online piano forums and communities are not just a source of information but are also an excellent platform for interaction and discussion, making practice less solitary. This interactive
experience makes self-learning a less isolated process. You feel part of a community where everybody is striving towards the same goal: mastering the piano. It is crucial to participate actively in these forums instead of just being a passive reader to maximize the benefits. One brilliant online resource to consider is a discussion over a video. Free
beginner lesson! A tour of my piano courses This embedded video begins with a beginner-friendly tour of several piano courses, providing a starting point if you're unsure where to begin. Alongside, it shows an interactive way of how these piano communities can provide learning resources. Another critical aspect to remember while engaging with
these communities is to be respectful and patient. Everyone is there to learn and most people genuinely want to help. Also, there may be experts and beginners alike, so some questions or discussions may seem too advanced or too basic for you. Keep an open mind, be respectful of where others are in their piano journey and always remain willing to
learn. Remember to revisit these forums regularly as new content and discussions are frequently updated. Above all, take the plunge and share your progress whenever you feel comfortable. Being active in a piano community can indeed expedite your learning process, make it more enjoyable, and keeps you motivated. Remember, everyone started
where you are now, and sharing your progress could be just the thing to help you make that next leap in your self-teaching journey. One of the most rewarding parts of learning to play the piano is the ability to play your favorite songs at ease. Memorizing these pieces becomes a way to instantly enjoy your musical journey, and also to impress your
friends and family. Start with simple, beloved pieces which are within your skill level, to make the learning process less stressful and more enjoyable. Selecting the right music pieces to memorize is crucial. It’s always best to choose a song that you love and are familiar with as it helps in better understanding the music’s structure and pattern.
Understanding the challenge level of a piece is essential so it matches where you are in your learning journey. This would mean the difference between going through a fun, enriching practice session and a frustrating one. The goal is to build up your confidence and skills gradually, not to overwhelm yourself. Memorization can be divided into three
areas: visual, auditory, and kinesthetic. Visual relates to the ability to see the notes on the page, auditory to hear the music in our heads, and kinesthetic relates to muscle memory. Start by practicing in small, digestible sections. Rather than trying to tackle the whole piece at once, break it down and master each part before moving to the next. This
approach is more efficient and creates a solid foundation for the entire piece. Try to understand the structure of the piece. Once you recognize sections that are identical or similar, the task of memorization becomes easier. Knowing the structure and pattern of the piece is half the battle won. Repetition is the key to memorizing a piece thoroughly.
The more you play a piece, the more familiar it becomes and the less you have to consciously think about the notes, rhythms, and changes in dynamics. Focus on active memory rather than passive memory. This means understanding the music, the chords, the harmonies, and the structure. Active memory ensures that you not only memorize the notes
but also the essence of the piece. Don’t be afraid to pause and celebrate your progress. Each time you successfully memorize a part of the piece, take a moment to appreciate your hard work and improvement. Constant review is vital to retain the memorized piece in your memory. Make sure the piece is fresh in your mind and your fingers by regularly
revisiting it. Lastly, remember to stay patient. Memorization can be a slow process, but each step is a concrete progress toward your goal. Don’t be hard on yourself if you make mistakes or if the process takes longer than anticipated. Memorizing your favorite pieces not only enriches your piano learning experience, but also boosts your confidence,
enhances your understanding of music, and strengthens your performance skills. Although it may be challenging, the satisfaction you’ll experience from being able to fluently play your favorite pieces by heart is invaluable and rewarding. The journey towards mastering the piano involves understanding and utilizing music notation and symbols, an
integral part of the learning process. Music notation, fundamentally, is the written representation of music; it’s the language through which music speaks. It’s vital that aspiring pianists acclimate themselves to this language, interpreting symbols and signs that denote rhythm, tempo, pitch, and a myriad of other specifics. Among these symbols,
standard notation reigns supreme, consisting of the familiar five-line stave and a varying array of notes. In order for one to accurately play and understand a piece of music, familiarity with these notations becomes immeasurably essential. Understanding music notation is parallel to understanding a new language; the more fluent one becomes, the
more profound their musical expression can be. This quote cannot be overstated, for as one comprehends and accurately interprets these symbols, they unlock a new level of musical proficiency. It equips them with the ability to make sense of a musical composition’s structure, rhythm, dynamics, and many other aspects. It becomes their map, guiding
their hands across the landscape of the piano keys. How To Read Music (For Beginners) - Basic Music Theory Course (Lesson 1) You’ll undoubtedly find this video incredibly helpful in your journey toward mastering music notation and symbols. It will guide you through the basics, ensuring a firm understanding of these integral elements. As you
continue to expand your grasp of musical notation, simultaneously strive to learn musical symbols. From crescendos to rests, from ties to staccato, each symbol has its unique role to play, contributing to the overall landscape of a piece. Taking the time to learn these symbols, understanding not only their purpose but their implication, will undoubtedly
enhance your ability to interpret and perform any given piece of music. Remember that such mastery is not instantaneous, it requires commitment and perseverance. However, the reward is immeasurable, for you will have unlocked the ability to communicate universally through the language of music. The world of music notation and symbols is vast,
intricate, and beautiful. Delving into it will grant you a deeper appreciation for compositions and a stronger ability to render them on your own. In your journey to learn piano by yourself, one highly rewarding yet often underexplored area is improvisation. Contrary to popular belief, improvisation isn’t just for jazz musicians - it’s a valuable tool for any
pianist, regardless of the genre. Improvisation is about instant creation, it’s about tapping into your inner creativity and expressing it on the piano. Stepping out of your comfort zone and trying improvisation can uncage your musical creativity like nothing else. The quoted statement highlights the transformative power of improvisation. It pushes the
boundaries of what you typically play, enabling you to discover and experiment with new melodies, harmonies, and rhythms. In fact, some of the most beautiful piano pieces have been born out of improvisation. When starting to improvise, you should not worry about ‘making mistakes’. Remember, in improvisation, there are no wrong notes, it’s all
about exploring and expressing. One effective way of getting started with improvisation is to first get comfortable playing scales and chords. Scales and chords are the building blocks of music and familiarizing yourself with them can give you a solid foundation to improvise upon. Another important improvisation tool is your ears. Improvisation is an
auditory art form, and developing your ear for music will greatly aid your improvisation skills. You might use a simple chord progression and just fool around on the piano to see what you can come up with. Additionally, you can also learn from other musicians’ solos by transcribing them. This can provide you an insight into how seasoned musicians
construct their solos and you can borrow elements for your own improvisations. Recording your improvisations can be very beneficial too. Not only can you listen back and critique your work, you can also jot down any melodic or rhythmic ideas that you liked and want to incorporate in your future improvisations. Finally, the most important advice is
to just have fun with it. Improvisation is about expressing your individuality, your feelings, your soul, so relax and enjoy the process. Thus, improvisation is not just a means of musical exploration but also a pathway to cultivate creativity and individual expression. By trying improvisation, you open yourself to a world of new inspirations, creative
discoveries, and unimaginable freedom. The piano is a massive marvel of countless keys and distinctive sounds. Familiarity with all these elements is crucial in your piano playing journey. Typically, an acoustic piano has 88 keys - 52 white and 36 black. Each key produces a different sound. Understanding these sounds and their subsequent
combination allows you to create melodies and harmonies. For self-learning pianists, it may be tricky to identify the sounds of different keys instantly without any guidance. A good strategy to master this skill is by repeatedly playing each key on the piano and listening attentively to the pitch it produces. Once you are able to distinguish the sounds
produced by each key, you’ll find it easier to play music by ear. Gradually, you’ll start understanding how different keys and their sounds come together to form a piece of music. Furthermore, the piano keys are not just about distinct pitches. Each key also enables you to create different dynamics in your melody - playing a key gently produces a soft
sound and striking a key hard gives a stronger sound. Another important aspect of knowing the piano keys is being able to identify their positions without looking at the piano. This is known as ‘touch’ or ‘tactile memory’ and it’s a crucial skill for all pianists. Being able to play the piano without looking at the keys demonstrates a deep understanding
and connection with the instrument. The technique builds over time with practice, repetition, and familiarity with your piano. It’s an indication of effective muscle memory and quick finger reaction time, both of which are essential for successful piano playing. Pairing sound recognition with physical touch will enhance your piano playing abilities. This
skill will enable you to accurately play chords and melodies without relying too much on sight, therefore increasing your impact as a gaze is no longer chained to the piano. Embedding songs and scales into your memory by repeatedly playing these adds to your understanding of different piano keys and sounds. This forms an important element of
playing the piano as it encourages your hands to understand and remember the piano’s layouts. Piano Lessons for Beginners: Part 1 - Getting Started! Learn some simple chords In this video tutorial, you can receive practical demonstrations on playing simple chords. This can provide you with a sense of how keys and sounds work together to form
these chords. By observing the video, you can gain insights into different chord patterns and progression, and understand how different keys provide the base for these combinations. Furthermore, it can offer tips and techniques for improving ‘touch’ and ‘sound’ co-ordination. Thus, truly knowing your piano’s different keys and sounds is more than
memorization. It involves understanding how each key contributes to the overall music, and how various combinations of keys can be used to deliver a desired emotional impact. Becoming familiar with your piano’s keys and sounds is a rewarding journey that opens the world of music right at your fingertips. Mastering the piano is a process that
invites dedication, practice, and ongoing education. This journey can be supported by a blend of self-teaching methods, including online courses, workbooks, and learning apps. A diligent approach to mastering music reading, scales, chords, and hand coordination will pave the way to fluency. Diversifying your repertoire through multiple genres of
music, daily exercises, and learning to play by ear will enhance your musical versatility. Join online piano communities, watch professional performances, attend concerts, and apply music theory to foster continuous learning. Recording your sessions will facilitate self-review and using metronomes can aid in maintaining rhythm accuracy. The habit of
sight-reading, experimenting with techniques, understanding music notation, memorizing favorite pieces, and familiarizing yourself with your piano’s unique keys and sounds will help nurture in-depth knowledge and expertise. Finally, explore improvisation and simple compositions to unleash your creativity, adding your personal touch to the
complexities and beauty of piano music. Piano mastery is a lifelong journey of continuous learning, passion, and practice guided by multifaceted strategies.



