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(current) Singapore Infopedia Wong, Heng Alan Warren, Singapore 1942: Britain’s Greatest Defeat (Singapore: Talisman, 2002), 301-06. (Call no. RSING 940.5425 WAR-[WAR]) Bill Yenne, The Imperial Japanese Army: The Invincible Years 1941-42 (Oxford: Osprey Publishing, 2014), 172-73 (Call no. RSEA 952.03 YEN) Brian P. Farrell, The Defence
and fall of Singapore 1940-1942 (Singapore: Monsoon Books Pte Ltd, 2015), 473-77. (Call no. RSING 940.5425957 FAR-[WAR]) Fujiwara Iwaichi, F. Kikan: Japanese Army Intelligence Operations in Southeast Asia during World War II (Hong Kong: Heinemann Asia, 1983). (Call no. RCLOS 940.548752 FUJ-[WAR]) The information in this article is valid
as at September 2018 and correct as far as we are able to ascertain from our sources. It is not intended to be an exhaustive or complete history of the subject. Please contact the Library for further reading materials on the topic. The information on this page and any images that appear here may be used for private research and study purposes only.
They may not be copied, altered or amended in any way without first gaining the permission of the copyright holder. [Updated October 2024] Suitable for 4 to 6 years old What is Binary Code? Computers use a language called binary code to understand things. The binary code system is represented by two digits - 0 and 1. It is difficult for humans to
understand binary code so we use programmes that are closer to human languages. Binary Code Spelling Source: Unplugged coding activities for kids. (2021, March 15). Discover Coding. Materials needed 1. ASCII Alphabet Table (download here or refer to image above) 2. Pencil How to play: Use the ASCII Binary Alphabet Table to spell the
following words: 1. READ R= = = = 2. LIBRARY L= I= B= = = = = 3. BOOK B= = = = 4. CODING C= = = = =

Materials needed: 1. A list of items spelt in binary code (download here for a sample of list of items) 2. ASCII Alphabet Table (download here or refer to image above) How to play: 1. Get your child to translate the scavenger hunt items 2. Find the items Parent’s Pro Tip Share with your child that ASCII stands for American Standard Code for
Information Interchange. It is a global standard of text representation in binary code. The table used in this activity is the Standard ASCII which uses 7-bit binary numbers. Source: Rosenthal, C. (2022, July 24). Binary Code Projects. STEAM Powered Family. Retrieved October 2, 2022, from Let's Watch! Coding for Preschoolers: What is Binary Code?
(2.09 min) Obot and Robot Coach Susie explain how to talk to computers in binary code. Let's Read 1. Code Academy and the Code Confusion By: Kirsty Holmes Publisher: King's Lynn, Norfolk: BookLife Publishing, 2019 2. What Are Binary and Hexadecimal Numbers By: Patricia Harris Publisher: New York: PowerKids Press, 2018 3. How
Computers Work By: Steffi Cavell-Clarke & Thomas Welch Publisher: New York, NY: KidHaven Publishing, an imprint of Greenhaven Publishing, LL.C, 2019 4. Machines That Think! By: Don Brown Publisher: New York: Amulet Books, 2020 Link: All book covers are copyright of the respective publishing companies. Suitable for 4 to 6 years old What
is Digital Art? These days art isn't limited to paper and colour pencils. Digital Art uses technology like tablets or laptops to create images. You can draw your favourite storybook character or tasty treats. With certain apps, your images can even move! Colours are so important. They are one of the first ways a toddler learns, understands and describes
objects they see. Another method of arranging visual information is through shapes. Letting your child explore different shapes helps with their observational skills too. Colours Activity How to Play Find colourful items and place them in a basket or box. Next, place coloured paper in front of the basket and have your child sort the objects. Parents' Pro
Tip This wonderful activity helps your child develop skills in making comparisons as well as their organisation. As your child plays, they will classify and sort items based on their similarities. Poulpe the Octopus’ Birthday Party! Materials Needed Colour Pencils Paint Crayons How To Play Decorate Poulpe and her home in time for her party. Practice
your math by figuring out which number corresponds to which colour. Be as creative as you can with the colours. You can even draw objects in the background. The background with no numbers is a chance for your child to draw and colour freely! If your child gets stuck on what to draw or write, have some visual references handy. Use your fingers to
count with your child and have them do the same. If they run into a mistake, don't tell them if they're wrong. Encourage them to try again.Great and colorful educational crafts and DIYs for toddlers. Learn colors and numbers with these awesome crafts for kids! All book covers are copyright of the respective publishing companies.Suitable for 4 to 6
years oldHelp Your Child Develop Positive Digital HabitsThe American Academy of Pediatrics with support from the Media Literacy Council recommend that parents limit screen time (games, computers, tablets, smartphones and televisions) for preschoolers 2-5 years old to at most 1 hour per day. Toddlers 1-2 years old should be getting little to no
screen time. Your children should watch high-quality programming - which means it’s got to be educational and interactive! It’s good to get away from technology, and what better way than to have a wonderful sensory scavenger hunt in nature? What treasures can you find?Parents, please take pictures of your children while they are out and about.
Talk to your child about their scavenger hunt. If you find something interesting that is not on the list, have your child write or draw it on the activity sheet!Have your ever taken a look at your hand? At the tips of your fingers are your own unique prints. That means no one else has the same whorls and loops like you do. Our fingerprints also protect
the privacy of your parents' phones. Collaborate with your child. Encourage them to tell you how they would solve the activity. If they run into a mistake, don't tell them if they're wrong. Ask if what they're doing is the best way.Activity: What are we hiding? Bai the Book wants to read with his friends and family at the playground. Can you figure out
where they are hiding? Circle the books you find. Let's Watch! Controlling screen time can be tricky, because screens are everywhere. According to some big health organizations we should probably be paying more attention to the effects screen time can have on kids, especially the little ones under the age of 5. Let’s Read! All book covers are
copyright of the respective publishing companies. Back to top Let’s Learn About Augmented Reality! Suitable for 4 to 6 years old Augmented Reality (AR) “augments” your experience of the world around you. Augment means "to add". Virtual objects are added to our environment. AR combines our real world with the virtual world to make our reality
better and more interesting! Animals Come Alive! Activity Materials Needed "ABC Animals, Alphabet in Motion" book by Sarina Simon (see "Book Recommendations") A digital device The "ABC Animals AR" app by North South Studios, available free on IOS and Android How to Play Use the app alongside the book, and discover adorable animals with
your child, while helping them learn the alphabet! Read the book aloud with your child and ask them the questions on the page related to each letter and animal. Then, point your device at the photographs in the book and watch as the still images on the page magically transform into motion videos, revealing the answers to the questions asked.
Parents’ Pro Tip Read the books below with your child one time first without using the AR apps. Let them get familiar with the characters and the storyline before introducing the app to them. They might get too distracted with the app by then to focus on the story! This will also allow them to fully appreciate how the added use of AR elevates their
reading experience. Stories Come Alive! Materials Needed Arbi and the Fire Breathing Dragon" by Iker Burguera (see "Book Recommendations") A digital device The “Arbi Augmented Reality” app by Educa Reality, available free on I0S and Android How to Play Read the book with your child while using the app. Not only will you be able to watch the
story come alive on your device, but you will also get to answer pop quiz questions too! Encourage your child to get curious and interact freely with the 3D elements in the book. Play around with the camera angles. Zoom in and zoom out. Fold and rotate the pages. Tilt the book back and forth. The possibilities are endless! You can even do a fun
photoshoot with your child! Take some photos of your child posing with some of the AR animations. Let them express themselves and get creative with the poses! Activity Sheet for Stories Come Alive! Parents’ Pro Tip Take some time to introduce the app to your child first and walk them through how they can use it. You can be the one using it initially
for the first few pages of the book before letting them have a go later once they have observed you do so. Let's Watch! A short and entertaining video explaining what Augmented Reality actually is and providing us with real life examples of the use of AR today. Let’s Read! All book covers are copyright of the respective publishing companies. Back to
top Let’s Learn About Sequences! Suitable for 4 to 6 years old Doing things in the correct sequence is important. A programmer needs to teach computers or robots to do things in the correct order. For example, you should wash your vegetables before cooking them. If you wash them after cooking, you will end up eating soggy food! Building Block
Sequencing Activity Materials Needed 26 Building Blocks such as Lego Duplo Alphabet Stickers or Erasable Markers How to Play Paste the each letter of the alphabet sticker on the side of the building blocks (or use the marker to write the letters). Stack the blocks in alphabetical order and remove one (or two). Get your child to find out which one is
missing. Parents’ Pro Tip Introduce your child to the alphabet before trying the activity. For older children, you can use the blocks to spell simple words. Remove 1 letter from a word and have your child figure out which is the missing letter! You may need to add more blocks as some words such as "eggs" repeat the same letter. Robot, Brush your
Teeth! Materials Needed Activity sheet provided below. Printed arrows (optional) How to Play Your robot friend, Ida is not afraid of water and wants to learn how to brush her teeth! Teach Ida to brush her teeth by numbering the steps below correctly from 1 to 5. You can also cut out the jigsaw pieces and fit them together in the correct order!
Activity Sheet for Robot, Brush Your Teeth! Parents’ Pro Tip Create similar activities for your child by breaking down other daily tasks (such as wearing shoes) into smaller steps and asking your child to rearrange them in the right order! Let's Watch! Sequencing focuses on the order of things. Learn about how a computer needs to have correct step-
by-step instructions with this fun sequencing coding song. Let’s Read! All book covers are copyright of the respective publishing companies. Back to top Let’s Learn About Decomposition! Suitable for 4 to 6 years old Decomposition is breaking down a computing task or problem into smaller parts so that it becomes easier. Share with your child that
decomposition occurs in daily activities such as brushing one's teeth, reading a book and making breakfast. All of these can be broken down into smaller steps. Sandwich Robot Activity Materials Needed A few slices of bread Any of your child's favourite sandwich fillings- cheese, tomatoes, lettuce, jam, butter, sliced meat etc. which are already
available at home Plastic knife Plate How to Play Get your child to be a Sandwich Robot and you will be the Computer Programmer. Start by giving step-by-step instructions (decomposition) to your Robot on how to construct a yummy sandwich. Keep the steps short and clear. If your Robot gets it wrong- for example, doing too much, too little, or the
wrong thing -- tell them, Stop! Robot Malfunction! Keep going until you have a finished sandwich, served on a plate and ready to eat! Parents’ Pro Tip Before the activity, explain to your child that robots need very specific and step by step instructions to execute the task correctly even if it seems obvious to us. To illustrate this, you can use an
everyday routine that your child is familiar with such as brushing their teeth. To brush our teeth, we would need to: 1. Pick up the toothbrush, wet it and add toothpaste on it 2. Brush your teeth 3. Rinse your mouth with water 4. Wash your toothbrush and you are done! Blast Off, Rocket Ship! Materials Needed Activity sheet provided below. Coloured
paper or foam sheets cut into basic shapes in different sizes (optional) How to Play 1. Break down, or decompose, the rocket ship below. Can you identify all the different shapes found on the rocket ship? 2. Can you identify the missing parts of the rocket ship? Activity Sheet for Blast Off, Rocket Ship! Parents’ Pro Tip Talk about shapes and colours
with your child before trying out this activity. For a hands-on approach, you can cut out the shapes needed to make the rocket ship from coloured foam sheets and build the rocket ship with your child. Let's Watch! This video contains simple information for children to understand how conditional statements work in programming. Let’s Read! All book
covers are copyright of the respective publishing companies. Back to top Let’s Learn About Algorithm! Suitable for 4 to 6 years old An algorithm is a set of steps to follow in order to complete a task or solve a problem. In coding, algorithms provide step-by-step instructions for computer programmes to complete various tasks such as calculations or
processing data. Egg Carton Coding Activity Materials Needed Egg cartons Plastics eggs or any items that can hold the small prizes Small prizes for the eggs Your child's favourite miniature toy Red construction paper How to Play Get the miniature toy to the prize eggs while avoiding the lava rocks. Plan the algorithms and move the miniature toy to
all the prize eggs. If the toy lands on a lava rock, go back to the start and debug the algorithm! Parents’ Pro Tip Introduce your child to the concept of directions before you try the activities below. Get them to "walk" the algorithm by following a set of instructions which include directional words. For instance, take two steps to the right. This will help
them to understand the orientation of an algorithm. Escape the Bear! Materials Needed Activity sheet provided below. Printed arrows (optional) How to Play Help the family escape from the big, brown bear and reach home as fast as they can. Avoid the obstacles along the way! Challenge yourself to create different sets of algorithms by using
directional signs - up, down, right and left. Activity Sheet for Escape the Bear! Parents’ Pro Tip Have fun reading the story of "We're Going on a Bear Hunt" by Michael Rosen. Introduce the concept of sequencing as your guide your child to remember the seuuence of obstacles met! Recall the concept of directions, to plan the algorithm to escape! Let's
Watch! Watch this video to find out more about Algorithm through the example of brushing your teeth! Let’s Read! All book covers are copyright of the respective publishing companies. Back to top Let’s Learn About Looping! Suitable for 4 to 6 years old Looping is about doing something again and again and again. When you need to repeat
something in code, you can use a loop. Looping allows you to repeat an action again without having to write the same instructions over and over again. Yoga Looping Activity Materials Needed A piece of paper Writing materials How to Play Together with your child, come up with a Yoga regime! Follow the steps below. Scan the QR code above to view
some yoga poses. Decide with your child which yoga poses both of you would like to do and list them down on a paper. Next to each yoga pose you have decided, decide how many times you would want to do it (looping!). Follow the sequence of the poses and loops of the yoga poses on your list. Enjoy your yoga! Parents’ Pro Tip Coding teaches
children to take risks, to be creative, to solve problems, to persevere, to think critically and logic, to be focused and to be confident. Get started with unplugged coding activities such as building your own board game, creating a maze or playing treasure hunt with your child at home. Scan the QR code below for more ideas on unplugged coding
activities. Loop that Sandcastle Materials Needed Activity sheet provided below. Pencil or crayon How to Play In the storybook "How to Code a Sandcastle", Pearl and Pascal coded an entire kingdom with 3 instructions on a repeat mode. Fill the pail with sand. Dump the sand on our spot. Pat the sand down. Count the number of loops Pascal did to
create each sandcastle and write it in the box. Activity Sheet for Loop That Sandcastle Parents’ Pro Tip Use coding-related language often. To teach looping concepts at home, instead of telling your child to "do that again and again", say "repeat that 5 times". That's the way we tell computers to loop a certain action in coding languages too. Let's
Watch! A loop is a command used to repeat a part of a code until a desired process is complete. Watch this video to find out more on why loops are important in programming. Let’s Read! All book covers are copyright of the respective publishing companies. Back to top Let’s Learn About Branching! Suitable for 4 to 6 years old Branching, also known
as decision making, equips us with choices in the instructions. There are some conditions that dictate what happens. If/Then Backyard Activity Materials Needed ¢ A wide space safe from hazards ¢ A set of instructions How to Play This game requires a "programmer" and some "computers". The "programmer" stands in front of the "computers" and
gives instructions for example, " if i turn in a circle, then you turn in a circle" or he/she can give more challenging instructions, like, "if I touch my nose, then you touch your legs." Take turns with your family members to be "programmer" and "computers". Parents’ Pro Tip Introduce your child to the concept of following rules before you try the activity
below. Share with them examples of rules and why we need to follow them. Inform them that this activity requires them to listen carefully to instructions and only do the actions that they are required to. This can help your child to practise coordination between their body parts. Branching with Crunch the Dinosaur Materials Needed Activity sheet
provided below. How to Play Interactive picture books, such as "Crunch, the Shy Dinosaur" gives children an idea on if/then conditional statements, as they do the actions narrated in the book and see what happens to the character. Match an if/fthen statement by drawing a line to connect the two pictures. Activity Sheet for Branching with Crunch the
Dinosaur Parents’ Pro Tip Branching can be easily understood by using any picture book. Read a story with your child. After the story, test your child's memory of the story by asking them questions, like, "if duck quacks loudly..." and get your child to answer," then the other animals will get angry!" You can even recreate the story with your child. Let's
Watch! This video contains simple information for children to understand how conditional statements work in programming. Let’s Read! All book covers are copyright of the respective publishing companies. Back to top Let’s Learn About Debugging! Suitable for 4 to 6 years old Computer bugs are errors in computer programmes which can cause
computers or apps to crash. Some common computer bugs include misspellings, wrong numbers, repeated and wrongly-sequenced instructions. To ensure that the programmes run correctly, programmers will fix these bugs step by step in a process called debugging. Treasure Hunt Materials Needed * A few toys or any safe household items to be
hidden around the house. ¢ A few sets of correct and buggy algorithm (make them fun!) How to Play Hide a few toys or any safe household items around the house. Prepare one set of correct and buggy algorithm for each of the hidden item. Have your child draw the algorithm randomly and follow it to discover the treasure. If your child gets the
buggy algorithm, get them to debug it after they have followed the algorithm! Parents’ Pro Tip Introduce your child to the concept of directions before you try the activity below. Get them to "walk" the algorithm by following a set of instructions which include directional words. For instance, take two steps to the right. This will help them to
understand the orientation of an algorithm. Catch the Bugs! Materials Needed Activity sheet provided below. How to Play Spot and circle the “bug” in the following series of patterns. Activity Sheet for Catch the Bugs! Parents’ Pro Tip Read books and sing nursery rhymes that have repetition! This helps your child to recognize patterns and make
predictions. Allow your child to repeat the phrases or rhymes in the books and songs and challenge them to predict what happens in the story or continue the song on their own. Let's Watch! The video summarises what coding is all about and introduces children to the different types of coding languages and methods. Let's Read! All book covers are
copyright of the respective publishing companies. Back to top This book offers art-related information such as the various art venues in Singapore, tips on how to appreciate art and well-known Singapore artists. Readers can also join Professor Brushie and Curious Canvas in discovering the fascinating facts and history of National Gallery Singapore,
such as secret passages, hidden dome and chocolate ceiling. Government officials will never ask you to transfer money or disclose bank log-in details over a phone call. Call the 24/7 ScamShield Helpline at 1799 if you are unsure if something is a scam. Due to scheduled maintenance, some digital services will not be available from 29 Jul (Tue), 10pm
to 30 Jul (Wed), 11am. We apologise for the inconvenience. (current) Singapore Infopedia Wong, Heng This is a front view of a bunker located in Fort Canning Hill. At the entrance of the bunker is a life-size statue of a British soldier, holding a rifle in hand and standing guard. Title devised by Library staff. This is a view of the exit of the underground
bunker in Fort Canning Hill, showing the logo and blue metal doors. A funnel protrudes from the top of the bunker. Title devised by Library staff. The information on this page and any images that appear here may be used for private research and study purposes only. They may not be copied, altered or amended in any way without first gaining the
permission of the copyright holder. Government officials will never ask you to transfer money or disclose bank log-in details over a phone call. Call the 24/7 ScamShield Helpline at 1799 if you are unsure if something is a scam. Due to scheduled maintenance, some digital services will not be available from 29 Jul (Tue), 10pm to 30 Jul (Wed), 11am. We
apologise for the inconvenience. (current) Singapore Infopedia Koh, Jaime, Prasad, Vina Jie-Min The information on this page and any images that appear here may be used for private research and study purposes only. They may not be copied, altered or amended in any way without first gaining the permission of the copyright holder. Government
officials will never ask you to transfer money or disclose bank log-in details over a phone call. Call the 24/7 ScamShield Helpline at 1799 if you are unsure if something is a scam. Due to scheduled maintenance, some digital services will not be available from 29 Jul (Tue), 10pm to 30 Jul (Wed), 11am. We apologise for the inconvenience. (current)
Singapore Infopedia Kong, Judy Yoke Mun Investigations and collapse of Barings On 23 February 1995, a senior settlements clerk on secondment from the Barings head office in London spotted a discrepancy in Leeson’s account. He tried but failed to get an explanation from Leeson, who said he had to visit his wife at the hospital and left the office.21
Knowing that he could not recover the cumulative losses, Leeson fled to Kuala Lumpur with his wife on the night of 23 February.22 Several attempts to contact Leeson were futile.23 The London Barings office was informed of the situation, and the BFS office checked its accounts for unauthorised transactions. Its initial fear was that Leeson
embezzled money and disappeared. On 24 February, BFS officials found out about the 88888 account and linked the discrepancy to that account.24 Barings in London did not have sufficient funds to continue trading and was forced into administration on 26 February 1995. The Bank of England attempted to rescue the bank but failed. The total losses
amounted to S$2.2 billion at the time of Barings’s collapse on 26 February.25 BFS was placed under interim judicial management by SIMEX the next day.26 In early March, the Commercial Affairs Department of Singapore launched an investigation into allegations of fraud and criminal misconduct against Leeson. Investigations broadened to BFS
when then Finance Minister Richard Hu appointed two inspectors to look into allegations of misconduct on 9 March, culminating in the release of a report on 17 October. The report blamed Barings’s senior management for concealing Leeson’s fraudulent trades in BFS, and SIMEX for not launching an audit on BFS sooner.27 Aftermath and arrest of
Leeson Leeson and his wife left Kuala Lumpur for Sabah on 24 February 1995. The couple then left Sabah on a flight to Frankfurt via Seri Begawan, Bangkok and Abu Dhabi on 1 March.28 They were detained on arrival at the Frankfurt airport on 2 March.29 Leeson was jailed by the German court while waiting for the decision for Singapore’s request
for his extradition.30 Dutch finance group Internationale Nederlanden Groep (ING) completed the Barings takeover proceedings on 6 March, injecting £540 million to pay creditors.31 In April, Singapore submitted a full arrest warrant for Leeson to support its extradition request, which Leeson’s lawyers attempted to fight by seeking an extradition to
Britain and raising doubts about Singapore’s legal system and prison conditions. By October, Leeson had changed his mind, deciding to voluntarily return to Singapore for trial after he was convinced that he would get a fair trial in the local court.32 With the German government’s and court’s permission, Leeson was extradited to Singapore on 23
November 1995.33 He pleaded guilty to two charges of fraud and forgery on 1 December, and was sentenced to six and a half years in prison in Singapore. Leeson was released early on one-third remission on 3 July 1999 for good behaviour, after serving three and a half years of his sentence. He had earlier appealed for early release for medical
reasons in September 1998 after he was diagnosed and treated for colon cancer, but it was rejected.34 A £100 million court injunction placed on him also ensured that half of his earnings, including from various media deals and speaking engagements, would be submitted to the liquidator. Meanwhile, on 13 June 1996, the Commercial Affairs
Department dropped investigations against four men, including two of Leeson’s supervisors, as there were insufficient grounds for criminal charges.35 Impact Despite this incident, the crisis did not put SIMEX into financial loss or affected financial institutions in Singapore.36 To prevent another similar incident from happening, amendments were
made to the Futures Trading Act, which enabled the Monetary Authority of Singapore to monitor the activities of traders selling futures contracts more closely. It also mandated the licensing of traders in Singapore.37 The Futures Trading (Amendment) Act commenced on 1 April 1995.38 The Singapore government also introduced measures to
strengthen the regulatory framework of futures trading under SIMEX and its financial soundness.39 Timeline 17 Sep 1986: Baring Futures (Singapore) is incorporated. Jul 1989: Nick Leeson joins Baring Securities (London). Apr 1992: Leeson joins Baring Securities (Singapore). 3 Jul 1992: Leeson opens account 83888. Sep 1992: Losses in account
88888 reach S$8.8 million. Dec 1994: Losses balloon to S$373.9 million. Jan 1995: Leeson bets heavily on Nikkei 225 index. 17 Jan 1995: Nikkei 225 plunges due to the Kobe earthquake. 23 Feb 1995: Leeson flees to Malaysia with his wife. 24 Feb1995: Discovery of 88888 account. 26 Feb 1995: Barings London is forced into administration. 27 Feb
1995: BFS is placed under interim judicial management. 2 Mar 1995: Leeson is arrested in Frankfurt. 6 Mar 1995: Barings takeover by Dutch finance institution Internationale Nederlanden Groep. 1 Apr 1995: Futures Trading (Amendment) Act 1995 comes into force. 23 Nov 1995: Leeson is extradited to Singapore. 1 Dec 1995: Leeson pleads guilty to
two charges and is sentenced to six-and-a-half years’ imprisonment in Singapore. 3 Jul 1999: Leeson is released from prison.AuthorsKong Yoke Mun and Goh Lee KimReferencesl. Chan Wee Chuan, “Investors Better Protected with Changes to Futures Trading Rules,” Straits Times, 8 April 1996, 36; “The Fateful, Frantic Hours That Broke a Bank,”
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Times, 10 March 1995, 23; Chan Sue Meng, “German Prosecutors to Ask for Report on Prisons Here,” Straits Times, 22 March 1995, 40; Catherine Ong, “Leeson Won't Appeal against Extradition Order,” Business Times, 30 October 1995, 1. (From NewspaperSG)33. “Bonn Approves Leeson's Extradition,” Straits Times, 15 November 1995, 40; 23;
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Catherine Ong, “Trial Is Over For Leeson As He Pleads Guilty To 2 Charges,” Business Times, 2 December 1995, 1; “Appeal Rejected,” New Paper, 19 September 1998, 5 (From NewspaperSG); Rawnsley, Going for Broke, 190.35. Douglas Wong, “CAD Drops Probe into Leeson's Two Ex-bosses,” Straits Times, 14 June 1996, 1; “Rogue Trader Leeson in
the Market for a Job,” Business Times, 20 October 2003, 2. (From NewspaperSG)36. Catherine Ong, “Barings is Bust, Losses Hit S$1.6b, but Simex Is Safe,” Business Times, 28 February 1995, 1; “Barings Crisis ‘Has Not Put Futures Exchange at Risk',” Straits Times, 2 March 1995, 1; Quak Hiang Whai, Govt Tightens Up on Futures; Simex Not at
Risk: Dr Hu,” Business Times, 2 March 1995, 1. (From NewspaperSG)37. Chan, “Investors Better Protected with Changes to Futures Trading Rules”; Paul Leo and Siow Li Sen, “Law Tightened to Prevent Another Barings,” Business Times, 21 March 1996, 1 (From NewspaperSG); Lim and Tan, Baring Futures (Singapore) Pte Ltd, 117.38. Futures
Trading (Amendment) Act 1995, Act 9 of 1995, Government Gazette. Acts Supplement, 24 March 1995.39. Quak Hiang Whai, “Govt to Tighten Supervision of Futures Trading,” Business Times, 2 March 1995, 4. (From NewspaperSG)The information in this article is valid as of June 2021 and correct as far as we are able to ascertain from our sources. It
is not intended to be an exhaustive or complete history of the subject. Please contact the Library for further reading materials on the topic. The information on this page and any images that appear here may be used for private research and study purposes only. They may not be copied, altered or amended in any way without first gaining the
permission of the copyright holder. Government officials will never ask you to transfer money or disclose bank log-in details over a phone call. Call the 24/7 ScamShield Helpline at 1799 if you are unsure if something is a scam. Due to scheduled maintenance, some digital services will not be available from 29 Jul (Tue), 10pm to 30 Jul (Wed), 11am. We
apologise for the inconvenience. (current) Title SPICE SPIES Unveiling the hidden secret world of spices with special guest, Singapore Spice Girl, Salma Moiz, who came from a centrury ol... Artist Suhaimi Yusof Official Subjects Language Type Photograph Abstract Original Publisher(s) Digital Publisher(s) National Library Board Singapore Rights
Statement All rights reserved to the respective rights owners. One of Singapore’s earliest prisons was located at the foot of Pearl’s Hill in Outram.1 The original civil jail at the site was built in 1847 by Charles Edward Faber; in 1882, a new prison complex was built around the old civil jail by J. F. A. McNair.2 Originally known as Pearl’s Hill Prison,
and Outram Prison in its later decades, it was demolished in 1963 to make way for redevelopment.3 Background Singapore’s first civil jail was built around 1823 between Macao Street (now Pickering Street) and South Bridge Road. It was subsequently rebuilt by Edward Lake between 1829 and 1830.4 However, due to the unsound structure of the
building, as well as health-related problems suffered by the inmates as a result of frequent flooding, the site was converted into the Central Police Station while a new civil jail was constructed at the foot of Pearl’s Hill.5 The Bengal government approved the building of a jail at the foot of Pearl’s Hill in 1836.6 The site was chosen because of its
proximity to Sepoy Lines - it was thought that the garrison troops quartered there could offer added protection should a mutiny occur at prison.7 On 6 February 1847, the foundation stone of the prison was laid by the architect and superintending engineer, Charles Edward Faber, in the presence of Governor William J. Butterworth and Resident
Councillor Thomas Church. Buried at the base of the foundation stone were two time capsules: one containing a piece of parchment on which trade statistics and revenue figures were written, and another with specimens of various currencies. Copies of the local dailies, the year’s official directory and a brass plate with an inscription were also
deposited beneath the stone. The inscription reads:8This Foundation Stone of H. M. Jail, at Singapore, was laid by Captain Faber, Madras Engineers, Superintending Engineer, Straits Settlements, On the 6th February, 1847- The 27th Anniversary of the Formation Of a British Settlement On this Island. The Hon’ble Colonel W. J. Butterworth, C.B.,
Being Governor of Prince of Wales’ Island, Singapore, and Malacca, and The Hon’ble T. Church, Resident Councillor at Singapore. Victoria, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland. The Right Hon’ble Lord Hardinge, G.C.B., Governor-General of British India. God Save the Queen. Description of the original prison It was envisaged in 1836 that the new civil
jail would comprise a wall surrounding a quadrangle within which would be buildings made of kajang (also spelt cadjan; Malay term meaning “woven palm leaves”) and attap.9 The civil jail was built by Faber in 1847 based on the plan drawings of the government surveyor, John Turnbull Thomson.10 Convict labour was used to construct the two-
storey, cross-shaped brick-and-mortar building with a pitched roof and enclosed by a wall. Each floor had 10 outward-facing rooms, with each of the ground-floor rooms linked to an adjacent yard. Each room and yard catered to a specific group of offenders, such as debtors, natives, Europeans and native capital criminals. There was also a yard and
separate quarters for the warders. The jailer’s room was at the centre of the cross, allowing him a bird’s-eye view of all the prisoners.11 The Pearl’s Hill jail held both European and native offenders, and they were organised by race and type of conviction. European prisoners were accorded better treatment and living conditions - at least in the early
decades of the prison’s existence.12 Extension Following the prison riot at the Bras Basah convict jail on 13 February 1875, which resulted in the death of its prison superintendent, Digby Henry Dent, there were renewed calls for a new and more secure criminal prison. After some debate as to whether the new prison should be an extension of the
Bras Basah jail or the Pearl’s Hill civil jail, it was decided that it would be constructed at the Pearl’s Hill site.13 Description The extension to the original civil jail was designed by the executive engineer and superintendent of convicts, J. F. A. McNair, between 1877 and 1878; by 1879, construction had begun.14 McNair’s plans for the extension
showed how the prison philosophies of the day influenced his design. Building around the original prison, the space was more cellular and the focus of the prison philosophy was more punitive than before.15 The new complex was largely built by convicts from the Bras Basah jail, who were to be moved there upon its completion.16 The foundation
stone for the new complex was laid by Governor William Cleaver Francis Robinson on 30 January 1879.17 Construction of the new complex was completed in 1882.18 The complex had five prison blocks for male criminals: four for natives and one for Europeans. Other buildings and amenities included the women’s criminal and civil prisons, hospitals,
employees’ quarters, work sheds, a photography department, punishment cell, execution room and dead house. The new structures were erected around the old civil jail, which retained its former function.19 The Pearl’s Hill prison underwent a host of changes over the years. In January 1937, its long-term prisoners were transferred to the new convict
prison in Changi. The Pearl’s Hill jail subsequently held offenders serving short sentences.20 By 1949, the jail complex had 988 cells, spread among the criminal, remand and female prisons, 944 of which were in the criminal section. The hospital was equipped with 94 beds.21 In 1951, the block for European convicts was converted into a new female
prison.22 Four years later, in April 1955, one of the halls in the complex was used to house 220 one-man cells for incarcerating convicts who intimidated others in the shared cells.23 On 1 July 1957, a reformative training centre for youths opened at the Outram complex, replacing the remand prison.24 Organisation Prior to World War II, the prison
superintendent headed the staff of warders. Complaints, requests and breaches in prison rules were brought to the superintendent. Second in rank was the gaoler (jailer), then the deputy gaoler, followed by the warders and sub-warders. Those in the positions of warders and above were typically Europeans and provided with accommodation. The
starting salary of a warder was around $200 a month in the 1930s.25 After the war, the headquarters of the newly formed Prisons Department was housed in the administrative block within the complex. The Prisons Department, as well as the Pearl’s Hill jail, was administered by the commissioner of prisons, who was assisted by three gaolers (known
as chief officers from 1950).26 Prison labour and industries The prison generated income through a range of crafts and skills provided by the prisoners. These included husk-beating, carpentry, tinsmithing, weaving, tailoring, rattan work and shoemaking.27 Almost all the mailbags used by the postal and telegraph services in the 1920s were made by
the inmates. Uniforms, shoes, blankets and towels that were used in the jail were woven and produced by the prisoners. They also maintained a photography studio, bakery and laundry, among other services. One of the highest-earning industries was the press that printed government publications.28 Despite these vocational duties, no training
system was in place to seriously cultivate the prisoners’ skills with a view to preparing them for life after the prison.29 Punishment and executions Prisoners who flouted rules were punished using the rotan (Malay for “rattan”), before which a hearing with the prison superintendent was conducted. The caning process was observed by the
superintendent and a medical officer.30 From its earliest days, execution by hanging were carried out at Pearl’s Hill jail.31 Between February and April 1915, 47 men from the Indian 5th Light Infantry Regiment who were involved in a deadly mutiny on 15 February that year were executed by a firing squad at Pearl’s Hill. Most of the condemned were
publicly executed outside the prison gates as a form of deterrence, with crowds numbering in the thousands for some of the executions.32 Japanese Occupation During the Japanese Occupation, half of the prison was used to hold military prisoners or prisoners-of-war, while the other half was for civilian prisoners.33 A total of 1,470 prisoners, mostly
Chinese, died at the Outram Prison during the war - 141 were executed while the rest died of torture, starvation or diseases. Only 400 survived upon liberation in September 1945.34 Forty-three Japanese military men were tried for war crimes committed while they were in charge of the Outram Road jail.35 After the war, British forces returned and
continued to use the Outram Prison for detaining common criminals,36 which was overcrowded in the immediate postwar years. The problem was eased when the British military, which had been using Changi Prison to hold Japanese war criminals, handed it back to the Prisons Department in 1947.37 The Japanese removed the foundation stone of the
Outram Prison during the Occupation.38 Political detentions After World War II, the Outram Prison was also used as a detention and interrogation centre for political detainees such as the Middle Road trade unionists who were imprisoned during the 1956 riots.39 In 1963, most of the left-wing political activists and unionists arrested during a series
of security crackdowns known as Operation Coldstore - numbering over a hundred including Barisan Sosialis leader Lim Chin Siong - were held at the Outram premises for several months before being relocated to Changi Prison and St John’s Island.40Demolition As early as the late 1920s, the land on which the prison sat was deemed too valuable for
carceral purposes, and calls were made to relocate it.41 Additionally, the prison was unable to support an entrenched system of segregation and classification, and overcrowding was an issue. As a result, hardened criminals were incarcerated together with vagrants and juveniles, and recalcitrant civilian prisoners were also held together with first-
time offenders. The prison was also perceived to be at risk of collective unrest.42In 1947, the security of the prison complex came under public scrutiny following a spate of escapes.43 Three years later, the prisons commissioner labelled the facility as “antiquated and wasteful in manpower” in the 1950 Prisons Department annual report.44 In March
1963, then Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew announced that the Outram Prison would be demolished and a Housing and Development Board estate built in its place. The land on which the prison complex sat was part of a large area slated for redevelopment.45 Demolition of certain sections of Outram facility began shortly after.46 The Outram Prison
was replaced by the Queenstown Remand Prison, which opened in September 1966.47 The latter was built at a cost of S$2 million and continued to uphold the policy of rehabilitating and re-educating prisoners.48 By October 1966, piling work for the housing project had begun on the site of the former jail.49 The resulting Outram Park estate featured
some 1,240 flats and 464 shops. By 1970, the Outram Park Complex was almost entirely opened, although business in the residential-cum-shopping complex was dismal.50H. M. Prison (colonial times) (His or Her Majesty’s Prison, depending on the gender of the ruling British monarch at the time)51 Singapore Prison52 Criminal
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