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Ethical	issues	are	a	complex	and	multifaceted	area	of	study	that	explores	the	principles	guiding	human	behavior	and	decision-making.	These	moral	issues	often	arise	in	various	contexts,	including	personal,	professional,	and	societal	domains.	Ethical	communication	plays	a	crucial	role	in	navigating	these	dilemmas,	ensuring	that	interactions	are
honest,	respectful,	and	transparent.	Writing	an	essay	on	ethics	involves	examining	different	perspectives	and	frameworks	to	understand	and	resolve	these	challenges	effectively.	Ethical	issues	are	dilemmas	or	situations	that	involve	questions	of	right	and	wrong,	requiring	individuals	to	choose	between	conflicting	moral	principles.	They	often	arise	in
various	contexts,	challenging	people	to	make	decisions	based	on	ethical	standards	and	values.	Confidentiality:	Respecting	the	privacy	of	personal	information.	Conflict	of	Interest:	Managing	personal	interests	that	conflict	with	professional	responsibilities.	Informed	Consent:	Ensuring	individuals	understand	and	agree	to	the	terms	before	participation.
Whistleblowing:	Reporting	unethical	behavior	within	an	organization.	Data	Privacy:	Protecting	personal	data	from	unauthorized	access.	Intellectual	Property:	Respecting	the	ownership	rights	of	creators.	Fair	Treatment:	Ensuring	equal	and	just	treatment	of	all	individuals.	Corporate	Social	Responsibility:	Businesses	addressing	social	and
environmental	concerns.	Environmental	Sustainability:	Making	decisions	that	protect	the	environment.	Animal	Rights:	Treating	animals	ethically	and	humanely.	Workplace	Discrimination:	Preventing	unfair	treatment	based	on	race,	gender,	or	other	characteristics.	Harassment:	Addressing	and	preventing	inappropriate	behavior.	Corruption:
Combating	bribery	and	unethical	practices.	Transparency:	Being	open	and	honest	in	communication.	Cultural	Sensitivity:	Respecting	diverse	cultural	backgrounds.	Bribery	and	Corruption:	Offering	or	accepting	gifts,	money,	or	favors	to	influence	business	decisions.	False	Advertising:	Misleading	consumers	with	incorrect	or	exaggerated	claims	about
a	product	or	service.	Discrimination:	Unfair	treatment	of	employees	or	customers	based	on	race,	gender,	age,	religion,	or	other	personal	characteristics.	Privacy	Violations:	Mishandling	or	failing	to	protect	customer	or	employee	personal	information.	Insider	Trading:	Using	confidential	company	information	for	personal	gain	in	the	stock	market.
Exploitation	of	Labor:	Unfair	wages,	unsafe	working	conditions,	or	unreasonable	working	hours,	particularly	in	developing	countries.	Environmental	Harm:	Engaging	in	practices	that	damage	the	environment,	such	as	pollution	or	resource	depletion,	without	taking	steps	to	mitigate	the	impact.	Intellectual	Property	Theft:	Using	patented	or	copyrighted
materials	without	permission	or	proper	compensation.	Financial	Misconduct:	Falsifying	financial	statements	or	engaging	in	accounting	fraud	to	mislead	stakeholders.	Customer	Data	Misuse:	Selling	or	using	customer	data	without	their	consent	for	purposes	other	than	those	originally	intended.	Privacy	Invasion:	Unauthorized	surveillance	or	data
collection	by	governments	or	corporations.	Income	Inequality:	Disparities	in	income	and	wealth	distribution	leading	to	social	and	economic	inequities.	Healthcare	Access:	Inequitable	access	to	medical	care	and	resources	based	on	socioeconomic	status.	Discrimination:	Unfair	treatment	of	individuals	based	on	race,	gender,	age,	religion,	or	sexual
orientation.	Environmental	Degradation:	Practices	contributing	to	pollution,	climate	change,	and	loss	of	biodiversity.	Human	Trafficking:	Exploiting	individuals	through	forced	labor,	prostitution,	or	other	forms	of	modern	slavery.	Police	Brutality:	Excessive	use	of	force	by	law	enforcement	officers,	often	targeting	marginalized	communities.	Freedom	of
Speech:	Balancing	the	right	to	free	expression	with	the	need	to	prevent	hate	speech	and	misinformation.	Gun	Control:	Debates	over	the	regulation	of	firearms	to	balance	public	safety	with	individual	rights.	Animal	Rights:	Ethical	treatment	of	animals	in	agriculture,	research,	and	entertainment	industries.	Informed	Consent:	Ensuring	patients	fully
understand	and	agree	to	the	risks	and	benefits	of	medical	procedures.	Patient	Privacy:	Protecting	personal	health	information	from	unauthorized	access	and	breaches.	End-of-Life	Care:	Navigating	decisions	regarding	palliative	care,	life	support,	and	euthanasia.	Resource	Allocation:	Fair	distribution	of	limited	medical	resources,	such	as	organs	for
transplant	or	critical	care	beds.	Access	to	Care:	Addressing	disparities	in	healthcare	availability	based	on	socioeconomic	status,	location,	or	insurance	coverage.	Medical	Errors:	Handling	mistakes	in	treatment	or	diagnosis	ethically,	including	disclosure	and	compensation.	Patient	Autonomy:	Respecting	patients’	rights	to	make	their	own	healthcare
decisions.	Genetic	Testing	and	Screening:	Managing	the	ethical	implications	of	genetic	information,	including	privacy	and	potential	discrimination.	Experimental	Treatments:	Balancing	the	risks	and	benefits	of	unproven	therapies,	especially	in	clinical	trials.	Mental	Health	Care:	Ensuring	ethical	treatment	of	patients	with	mental	health	issues,
including	consent	and	autonomy.	Confidentiality:	Protecting	the	identities	and	personal	information	of	the	subjects	involved	in	the	case	study.	Informed	Consent:	Ensuring	that	all	participants	are	fully	aware	of	the	purpose,	procedures,	and	potential	risks	of	the	study	and	have	agreed	to	participate	voluntarily.	Bias	and	Objectivity:	Avoiding	personal
biases	and	ensuring	that	the	case	study	is	conducted	and	reported	objectively.	Misrepresentation:	Accurately	presenting	data	and	findings	without	manipulating	or	distorting	the	information.	Participant	Harm:	Ensuring	that	the	case	study	does	not	cause	physical,	psychological,	or	emotional	harm	to	the	participants.	Cultural	Sensitivity:	Respecting
the	cultural	backgrounds	and	beliefs	of	the	participants	and	avoiding	cultural	biases.	Data	Privacy:	Safeguarding	the	data	collected	during	the	case	study	to	prevent	unauthorized	access	and	breaches.	Conflict	of	Interest:	Disclosing	any	potential	conflicts	of	interest	that	may	influence	the	conduct	or	outcomes	of	the	study.	Use	of	Findings:	Ensuring
that	the	results	of	the	case	study	are	used	ethically	and	do	not	harm	the	participants	or	any	other	stakeholders.	Data	Privacy:	Ensuring	the	protection	of	personal	data	from	unauthorized	access	and	breaches.	Cybersecurity:	Addressing	the	risks	and	ethical	implications	of	hacking,	data	breaches,	and	cyberattacks.	Artificial	Intelligence	Bias:	Preventing
and	mitigating	biases	in	AI	algorithms	that	can	lead	to	unfair	treatment	or	discrimination.	Surveillance:	Balancing	the	need	for	security	with	individuals’	rights	to	privacy.	Digital	Divide:	Addressing	inequalities	in	access	to	technology	and	the	internet.	Intellectual	Property:	Protecting	the	rights	of	creators	and	inventors	in	the	digital	age.	Fake	News
and	Misinformation:	Combating	the	spread	of	false	information	online.	Social	Media	Ethics:	Handling	issues	such	as	online	harassment,	hate	speech,	and	the	ethical	responsibilities	of	social	media	platforms.	Autonomous	Vehicles:	Ensuring	the	safety	and	ethical	programming	of	self-driving	cars.	Genetic	Engineering:	Navigating	the	ethical
implications	of	CRISPR	and	other	genetic	modification	technologies.	Informed	Consent:	Ensuring	participants	fully	understand	the	nature,	purpose,	risks,	and	benefits	of	the	research	before	agreeing	to	take	part.	Confidentiality:	Protecting	the	privacy	of	participants	and	ensuring	their	personal	data	is	kept	secure	and	not	disclosed	without	consent.
Plagiarism:	Presenting	another	person’s	work	or	ideas	as	one’s	own	without	proper	attribution.	Fabrication	and	Falsification:	Making	up	or	altering	data	to	present	a	false	impression	of	the	research	findings.	Conflict	of	Interest:	Disclosing	any	financial	or	personal	interests	that	could	affect	the	research’s	integrity	or	outcomes.	Deception:	Misleading
participants	about	the	true	purpose	of	the	research,	which	can	undermine	trust	and	integrity.	Risk	of	Harm:	Ensuring	that	research	does	not	cause	physical,	psychological,	or	emotional	harm	to	participants.	Animal	Welfare:	Ensuring	humane	treatment	and	minimizing	suffering	of	animals	used	in	research.	Misuse	of	Research	Funds:	Using	research
grants	and	funding	for	purposes	other	than	those	specified.	Authorship	Disputes:	Fairly	recognizing	all	contributors	to	the	research	and	avoiding	disputes	over	authorship.	Establish	a	Code	of	Ethics:	Create	and	communicate	a	comprehensive	code	of	ethics,	ensuring	all	employees	understand	the	guidelines.	Provide	Ethics	Training:	Conduct	regular
ethics	training	sessions	using	real-life	scenarios	to	illustrate	ethical	decision-making.	Encourage	Open	Communication:	Implement	anonymous	reporting	channels	and	maintain	an	open-door	policy	for	discussing	ethical	concerns.	Lead	by	Example:	Leaders	should	model	ethical	behavior	and	hold	all	employees	accountable	to	ethical	standards.
Implement	an	Ethics	Committee:	Form	a	committee	to	address	ethical	issues	and	provide	a	transparent	resolution	process.	Regularly	Review	and	Update	Policies:	Regularly	update	ethical	policies	based	on	continuous	improvement	and	employee	feedback.	Monitor	and	Audit:	Conduct	regular	audits	to	ensure	compliance	and	use	performance	metrics
to	adjust	ethical	practices.	Promote	a	Culture	of	Integrity:	Foster	a	culture	that	values	ethics	and	reward	employees	who	demonstrate	ethical	behavior.	Address	Ethical	Issues	Promptly:	Address	issues	quickly	to	prevent	escalation	and	ensure	fair,	impartial	investigations.	Provide	Support	Resources:	Offer	ethics	hotlines	and	guidance	documents	to
support	ethical	decision-making.	Confidentiality:	Confidentiality	issues	occur	when	private	information	is	disclosed	without	consent.	This	is	common	in	professions	like	healthcare,	law,	and	counseling.	Conflict	of	Interest:	This	arises	when	an	individual’s	personal	interests	could	potentially	interfere	with	their	professional	responsibilities.
Discrimination:	Discrimination	involves	unfair	treatment	based	on	characteristics	such	as	race,	gender,	age,	or	religion.	Harassment:	Harassment	includes	unwanted	and	inappropriate	actions	directed	towards	someone,	often	creating	a	hostile	work	or	social	environment.	Environmental	Ethics:	These	issues	concern	the	impact	of	activities	on	the
environment	and	the	ethical	responsibility	to	minimize	harm.	Corporate	Governance:	Ethical	issues	in	corporate	governance	relate	to	the	proper	management	and	oversight	of	organizations.	Fair	Labor	Practices:	This	involves	the	ethical	treatment	of	workers,	including	fair	wages,	safe	working	conditions,	and	the	right	to	organize.	Establish	Clear
Ethical	Guidelines:	Develop	and	implement	a	comprehensive	code	of	ethics,	clearly	defining	acceptable	and	unacceptable	behaviors.	Educate	and	Train:	Conduct	regular	training	sessions	on	ethical	standards	and	practices	to	ensure	all	employees	and	stakeholders	understand	the	ethical	guidelines.	Encourage	Open	Communication:	Foster	an
environment	where	individuals	feel	safe	to	voice	concerns	and	implement	mechanisms	for	reporting	unethical	behavior	anonymously.	Lead	by	Example:	Ensure	leaders	and	managers	demonstrate	ethical	behavior	and	hold	everyone	accountable,	regardless	of	their	position.	Regularly	Review	and	Update	Policies:	Continuously	assess	and	improve
ethical	guidelines,	adapting	policies	to	new	challenges	and	changes	in	the	industry.	Implement	an	Ethics	Committee:	Form	a	committee	to	oversee	ethical	practices	and	address	issues,	providing	a	clear	process	for	resolving	ethical	dilemmas.	Monitor	and	Audit:	Regularly	monitor	and	audit	organizational	practices	for	compliance,	using	findings	to
make	necessary	adjustments	and	improvements.	Promote	a	Culture	of	Integrity:	Integrate	ethical	values	into	the	organization’s	culture	and	reward	ethical	behavior	and	decision-making.	Confidentiality	in	ethics	means	keeping	private	information	secure	and	not	sharing	it	without	permission.	A	conflict	of	interest	occurs	when	personal	interests	could
influence	professional	duties.	Discrimination	is	treating	someone	unfairly	based	on	characteristics	like	race	or	gender.	Privacy	issues	involve	the	unauthorized	use	or	misuse	of	personal	information.	Environmental	ethics	concern	the	impact	of	actions	on	the	environment	and	minimizing	harm.	Consumer	rights	involve	treating	consumers	fairly	and
honestly,	avoiding	deceptive	practices.	Fraud	involves	deception	for	personal	or	financial	gain,	violating	ethical	standards.	Ethical	decision-making	involves	evaluating	actions	based	on	moral	principles	and	their	impact.	Ethical	violations	can	lead	to	legal	penalties,	loss	of	trust,	and	damage	to	reputation.	Add	Tone	Friendly	Formal	Casual	Instructive
Professional	Empathetic	Humorous	Serious	Optimistic	Neutral	10	Examples	of	Public	speaking	20	Examples	of	Gas	lighting	An	ethical	issue	is	a	situation,	either	personal	or	social,	that	requires	the	application	of	a	moral	or	ethical	framework	to	form	a	judgment	or	choose	a	course	of	action	(Ferrell	et	al.,	2018;	Barrett,	2018).	Ethical	issues	are	often
presented	as	dilemmas	(Ferrell	et	al.,	2018).	In	such	situations,	the	issue	is	not	clear-cut.	This	may	be	because	there	is	a	balance	of	positives	and	negatives,	trade-off	between	your	options	(such	as	in	opportunity	costs),	or	contrasting	moral	frameworks	that	each	have	their	own	internal	validity.	Some	contemporary	issues	that	may	be	considered	to
have	an	ethical	component	are	presented	below.	1.	Animal	Rights:	Humans	have	greatly	benefited	from	eating	animals.	However,	through	factory	farming	of	animals,	a	conundrum	has	emerged	about	how	much	responsibility	we	have	to	animals	that	are	used	for	human	food.	Dilemmas	we	may	face	may	include	deciding	on	whether	to	buy	free-range
eggs,	how	to	ethically	source	our	meat,	or	whether	to	become	vegetarian	–	more	on	that	below!	2.	Vegetarianism/Veganism:	Building	on	the	above,	some	people	choose	not	to	consume	animal	products	due	to	moral,	health,	or	environmental	concerns.	Some	philosophers,	such	as	Peter	Singer,	argue	that	animals	should	have	rights	similar	to	humans
and	shouldn’t	be	harmed	for	food,	clothing,	or	experimentation.	3.	Fast	Fashion:	Buying	inexpensive	clothes	can	save	us	money,	but	it	can	have	social	ramifications.	Often,	fast	fashion	clothing	is	produced	by	people	under	poor	working	conditions	(i.e.	they’re	underpaid)	and	can	cause	environmental	costs	because	the	clothing	ends	up	in	landfill	very
quickly.	4.	Climate	Change:	While	the	evidence	that	humans	are	contributing	to	climate	change	is	almost	irrefutable,	we	still	face	a	dilemma	about	what	steps	should	be	taken	to	combat	it	–	solutions	like	carbon	taxes,	for	example,	may	end	up	harming	people	short-term.	5.	Genetic	Engineering:	Altering	the	genes	of	organisms	raises	concerns	about
unforeseen	consequences	and	playing	“God”.	But	it	could	also	help	us	to	eradicate	evil	diseases	such	as	cancers	and	dramatically	reduce	child	mortality.	6.	Privacy	in	the	Digital	Age:	Personal	data,	such	as	our	location	and	search	history,	is	used	by	companies	to	create	targeted	advertisements.	Some	think	this	is	fine	(we	get	relevant	ads,	for
example),	while	others	think	it’s	a	violation	of	privacy	that	could	be	exploited.	7.	Artificial	Intelligence	&	Ethics:	The	potential	misuse	of	AI,	potential	widespread	job	loss,	and	its	power	to	cause	harm	in	the	hands	of	the	wrong	people,	is	a	hot	issue	since	the	rise	of	GPT	large	language	models.	8.	Organ	Transplants:	Deciding	who	gets	priority	for	organ
donations	is	a	tricky	issue	that	could,	if	we’re	not	careful,	make	us	prioritize	some	people	over	others	–	which	in	itself	could	be	a	violation	of	human	rights.	9.	Food	Waste:	One	third	of	all	food	produced	is	thrown	away	each	year.	The	ethics	surrounding	throwing	away	edible	food	in	light	of	global	hunger	is	a	hot	topic	worthy	of	greater	discussion.	10.
Child	Labor:	The	use	of	children	for	labor,	often	in	harsh	conditions,	primarily	in	poorer	countries,	continues	to	this	day.	Sometimes,	things	we	own	have	been	produced	by	children	far	down	the	supply	lune.	11.	Euthanasia:	This	refers	to	allowing	terminally	ill	patients	to	end	their	lives.	Some	people	rely	on	religious	frameworks	to	argue	against	this
(such	as	my	mother	–	a	staunch	Catholic),	while	others	consider	it	a	compassionate	option	so	long	as	the	person	chooses	that	option	with	sound	mind.	12.	Deforestation:	The	removal	of	trees	to	build	infrastructure	is	necessary,	but	it	can	also	harm	the	climate	and	biodiversity.	Finding	an	appropriate	balance	is	a	key	ethical	issue.	13.	Water	Usage:
Some	areas	of	the	world	are	water	rich,	while	others	are	water	poor.	Finding	ways	to	ethically	allocate	freshwater	is	a	matter	of	ethics.	This	is	especially	true	when	people	upstream	take	the	good	water	at	the	expense	of	people	downstream	(such	as	in	the	Murray-Darling	Basin	in	Australia.	14.	Single-Use	Plastics:	The	environmental	impact	of	items
used	briefly	and	discarded	is	enormous.	Finding	a	way	to	address	this	is	of	importance	to	help	reduce	all	our	ecological	footprints.	15.	Cultural	Appropriation:	The	borrowing	or	imitation	of	elements	from	another	culture	without	respect	or	understanding	can	be	harmful.	The	issue	lies	in	whether	it’s	a	form	of	appreciation	or	disrespectful	theft,
potentially	perpetuating	damaging	stereotypes.	16.	Internet	Censorship:	Censorship	can	protect	individuals	from	harmful	content,	but	it	also	risks	infringing	upon	freedom	of	speech	and	information.	The	question	becomes	who	should	control	this	and	how	far	it	should	go.	17.	Surveillance:	While	surveillance	can	enhance	security	and	crime	prevention,
it	raises	concerns	about	privacy	and	misuse	of	data.	Establishing	limits	and	safeguards	is	vital,	but	the	decision	of	who	should	set	these	rules	is	a	major	ethical	contemplation.	18.	Fair	Trade:	This	movement	advocates	for	better	trading	conditions	and	rights	for	producers	in	developing	countries.	However,	the	ethics	of	fair	trade	are	complex,	such	as
deciding	fair	prices	and	whether	the	system	actually	benefits	the	intended	communities.	19.	Stem	Cell	Research:	This	field	holds	the	potential	for	major	medical	advancements	but	raises	ethical	issues	due	to	the	source	of	some	stem	cells—human	embryos,	posing	questions	about	the	value	and	sanctity	of	human	life.	20.	Child	Privacy	Online:	Protecting
personal	data	of	children	online	is	paramount	but	raises	questions	about	who	is	responsible	–	parents,	software	companies,	or	government	entities.	21.	GMO	Foods:	Genetically	Modified	Organisms	may	solve	food	security	issues,	but	they	raise	ethical	concerns	about	biodiversity,	as	well	as	the	‘naturalness’	of	food,	and	unforeseen	public	health	issues.
22.	Sports	Doping:	The	use	of	performance-enhancing	substances	in	sports	poses	ethical	dilemmas	about	fairness,	health	effects,	and	the	nature	of	competition	itself.	The	tension	lies	where	ambition	counters	fair	play.	23.	Advertising	to	Children:	Children	are	impressionable,	and	advertising	can	manipulate	their	desires	and	behaviours.	The	ethical
issue	is	whether	and	how	businesses	should	be	regulated	in	their	marketing	towards	children.	24.	Cyberbullying:	This	form	of	bullying	can	have	severe	psychological	impacts.	The	ethical	challenge	lies	in	developing	effective	regulations	to	prevent	it,	whilst	upholding	freedoms	of	speech	and	expression.	25.	Consumer	Data	Mining:	The	mining	of
consumer	data	can	result	in	more	personalized	experiences	but	raises	concerns	about	privacy,	consent,	and	security.	It	sparks	debates	on	who	should	control	data	and	how	it	can	be	used.	26.	Factory	Farming:	This	method,	emphasizing	high-volume,	low-cost	meat	production,	generates	ethical	concerns	about	animal	welfare,	environmental	impacts,
and	workers’	conditions.	27.	Endangered	Species:	Protecting	endangered	species	sometimes	clashes	with	human	development	and	livelihoods.	The	ethical	concern	lies	in	balancing	conservation	with	societal	advancement.	28.	Land	Rights:	Disputes	over	land	embody	a	range	of	ethical	issues,	including	indigenous	rights,	historical	injustices,	and
sustainable	use;	deciding	who	has	a	rightful	claim	can	be	a	complex	decision.	29.	Digital	Piracy:	The	unauthorized	distribution	of	copyrighted	material	infringes	intellectual	property	rights	but	is	regularly	justified	as	a	rebellion	against	perceived	corporate	greed.	The	ethical	discussion	revolves	around	fairness,	respect,	and	how	entertainment	should
be	valued.	30.	Responsible	Tourism:	Traveling	can	stimulate	economies	and	foster	understanding,	but	it	can	also	be	harmful,	both	to	the	environment	and	local	cultures.	The	ethical	challenge	is	to	promote	responsible	tourism	that	respects	local	customs	and	values	ecological	preservation.	31.	Biased	Algorithms:	As	AI	becomes	more	integral	in	our
lives,	the	issue	of	algorithms	inadvertently	perpetuating	human	biases	arises.	Addressing	this	requires	broad	collaborations	to	eliminate	discriminatory	results.	32.	Renewable	vs.	Non-Renewable	Energy:	While	renewable	energy	is	better	for	the	environment,	transitioning	from	non-renewable	sources	could	disrupt	economies	and	livelihoods.	Striking	a
balance	is	an	ethical	priority.	33.	Planned	Obsolescence:	This	business	strategy	involves	deliberately	designing	products	to	become	obsolete	after	a	certain	period.	Ethics	come	into	play	when	considering	long	term	environmental	impact	and	consumer	rights.	34.	Sweatshops:	The	operation	of	sweatshops	involves	human	rights	abuses	but	can	provide
jobs	where	few	exist.	The	ethical	concerns	involve	workers’	rights,	consumer	responsibility,	and	the	role	of	global	trade	practice.	35.	Censorship	in	Media:	While	done	to	protect	people	from	harmful	or	sensitive	content,	it	can	lead	to	public	misinformation	and	ignorance.	The	ethical	debate	revolves	around	security,	free	speech,	and	the	power
dynamics	between	governments	and	citizens.	36.	Gene	Editing	for	Enhancement:	Altering	human	genes	to	get	rid	of	harmful	health	conditions	is	one	thing,	but	using	it	to	enhance	our	physical	or	cognitive	abilities	is	another.	It	raises	questions	about	the	line	between	‘natural’	and	‘unnatural’,	the	potential	widening	of	social	inequalities	and	even	what
it	means	to	be	human.	37.	Fair	Taxation:	The	issue	of	taxation	forms	a	key	ethical	dilemma:	we	need	money	to	pay	for	public	services,	but	excessive	taxation	can	disincentivize	work,	business,	and	investment.	38.	Body	Image	in	Media:	The	ideal	body	image	portrayed	by	the	media	can	lead	to	unhealthy	comparisons	&	behaviors,	including	eating
disorders	and	body	dysmorphia.	This	issue	questions	the	responsibility	media	has	in	promoting	a	diverse	and	realistic	range	of	body	types	versus	its	right	to	market	aspirational	content.	39.	Child	Soldiers:	In	some	conflict	zones,	children	are	forced	into	fighting	as	soldiers.	This	practice	not	only	robs	them	of	their	childhood	but	also	exposes	them	to
extreme	physical	and	psychological	harm.	40.	Human	Trafficking:	Regrettably,	human	trafficking,	a	form	of	modern	slavery,	continues	to	occur	on	a	global	scale.	The	act	of	trading	humans	for	forced	labor	or	sexual	exploitation	poses	serious	ethical	issues,	not	to	mention	gross	human	rights	violations.	41.	Digital	Divide:	The	gap	between	those	who
have	access	to	the	internet	and	digital	devices	and	those	who	do	not	is	known	as	the	digital	divide.	With	growing	reliance	on	digital	technologies,	addressing	this	gap	is	crucial	to	ensure	equal	opportunities	for	education,	work,	and	communication	(Reynolds,	2014).	42.	Autonomous	Vehicles:	The	use	of	AI	in	driving	raises	several	ethical	questions,
from	the	algorithms	used	in	decision-making	during	accidents	to	the	security	of	these	vehicles	against	hacking.	Furthermore,	job	displacement	due	to	automation	is	a	significant	concern.	43.	Invasive	Species:	There’s	a	dilemma	between	controlling	invasive	species,	which	often	involves	methods	that	can	harm	them	and	the	impact	they	have	on	native
species	and	ecosystems.	These	decisions	often	weigh	the	preservation	of	biodiversity	against	animal	welfare.	44.	Girls’	Education:	The	education	of	girls	in	developing	nations	continues	to	be	an	issue	of	great	important,	with	girls	often	afforded	dramatically	fewer	rights	than	boys.	This	doesn’t	only	cause	gender	inequality	–	it	also	stifles	nations’
economies.	45.	Vaccination:	While	vaccines	can	protect	society	from	deadly	diseases,	many	also	argue	that	they	may	infringe	on	an	individual’s	freedom	of	choice.	Many	people	who	choose	not	to	be	vaccinated	are	often	convinced	by	nefarious	actors	and	fake	news	perpetrators	–	such	as,	sadly,	prominent	politicians	–	who	falsely	claim	links	between
vaccines	and	conditions	such	as	autism.	46.	Littering:	Littering	has	a	significant	impact	on	the	environment,	wildlife,	and	our	living	spaces.	The	ethical	considerations	revolve	around	our	individual	and	collective	responsibilities	to	keep	our	planet	clean.	47.	Whistleblowing:	Those	who	expose	institutional	malpractices	or	corruption	often	face	risks,
including	job	loss	and	physical	danger.	The	ethical	dilemmas	involve	finding	a	balance	between	ensuring	the	truth	is	heard	and	protecting	the	individual	whistleblower’s	rights.	48.	Public	vs.	Private	Education:	Balancing	the	offered	pros	of	private	education—such	as	smaller	classes	and	specialized	programs—with	the	commitment	to	ensure	high-
quality	public	education	for	all	students	is	a	key	ethical	issue.	49.	Preservation	of	Historical	Sites:	The	clash	between	preserving	architectural	heritage	and	the	demand	for	new,	modern	infrastructure	poses	an	ethical	problem.	It	brings	into	question	the	value	we	place	on	culture	and	history	versus	development	and	progress.	50.	Child	Marriage:
Prevalent	in	certain	cultures	and	societies,	child	marriage	raises	concerns	about	the	violation	of	children’s	rights,	their	physiological	and	psychological	well-being,	and	the	perpetuation	of	poverty	and	gender	inequality.	51.	Economic	Inequality:	The	gap	between	the	wealthy	and	the	poor,	both	within	countries	and	worldwide,	poses	ethical	questions
about	fairness,	social	justice,	and	the	roles	and	responsibilities	of	individuals,	corporations,	and	governments.	52.	Freedom	of	Speech	vs.	Hate	Speech:	While	freedom	of	speech	is	a	fundamental	democratic	right,	it	can	sometimes	intersect	with	promoting	hate	speech.	Striking	a	balance	between	protecting	individuals’	rights	to	express	their	views	and
preventing	harm	towards	marginalized	groups	presents	an	ongoing	ethical	dilemma.	53.	Animal	Testing:	Used	in	medical	research	and	cosmetics	testing,	this	practice	raises	ethical	considerations	of	animal	welfare,	rights,	and	the	justification	of	causing	harm	for	potential	human	benefit.	54.	Right	to	Internet	Access:	As	the	internet	becomes	more
integral	to	daily	life,	the	idea	it	should	be	a	basic	human	right	is	suggested.	But	this	opens	up	ethical	discussions	about	access,	affordability,	and	who	should	ensure	these	conditions	are	met.	55.	Artificially	Increasing	Food	Prices:	This	practice	can	make	food	inaccessible	to	poorer	populations,	leading	to	ethical	questions	about	fairness,	exploitation,
and	basic	human	rights	to	food	and	nourishment.	56.	Zoos	and	Aquariums:	While	providing	an	educational	opportunity	for	the	public,	and	often	acting	as	conservation	centers,	the	business	of	keeping	animals	in	captivity	for	entertainment	faces	moral	questions.	Balancing	the	welfare	and	quality	of	life	for	these	animals	against	their	conservation	and
our	learning	needs	can	be	controversial.	57.	Cultural	Relativism:	The	premise	that	no	culture’s	ethics	are	superior	to	another	means	that	potentially	harmful	practices	such	as	female	genital	mutilation	or	child	labor	may	be	condoned	in	some	societies.	Deciding	where	to	draw	the	line	between	respecting	cultural	differences	and	global	human	rights
efforts	can	be	challenging.	58.	Right	to	be	Forgotten:	In	our	digital	age,	past	mistakes	can	follow	us	forever.	The	ethical	issue	here	is	finding	a	balance	between	someone’s	right	to	wipe	their	online	slate	clean,	and	the	public’s	right	to	information,	particularly	information	which	protects	them.	59.	Human	Cloning:	While	the	science	is	still	premature,
human	cloning	could	potentially	offer	benefits	such	as	organ	transplants.	However,	concerns	over	the	potential	misuse	of	technology,	the	rights	of	clones,	and	unforeseen	consequences	present	major	ethical	dilemmas.	60.	Space	Exploration	vs.	Earth	Issues:	It’s	inspiring	to	reach	for	the	stars,	but	allocating	extensive	resources	to	space	exploration
whilst	Earth	faces	urgent	crises	such	as	poverty	and	climate	change	creates	a	significant	moral	debate.	61.	Landfills:	They	keep	our	homes	clean,	but	the	environmental	impact	of	dumping	waste	into	land,	including	risks	to	local	water	supplies	and	wildlife,	is	of	ethical	concern.	It	forces	us	to	evaluate	our	consumer	habits	and	waste-management
systems.	62.	Colonialism’s	Legacy:	Divergent	perspectives	on	whether	to	address	past	harms	through	restitution	or	reparation,	or	to	focus	on	development	on	an	individual	country	basis,	and	understandings	of	history,	present	significant	ethical	dilemmas.	63.	Microtransactions	in	Gaming:	Consumers,	particularly	young	people,	can	spend	substantial
money	on	digital	goods	in	games.	Fairness	and	the	potential	exploitation	of	vulnerable	consumers	are	pressing	ethical	concerns	here.	64.	Unpaid	Internships:	They	may	provide	experience	and	a	foot-in-the-door,	but	they	can	also	favor	those	who	can	afford	to	work	without	pay,	reinforcing	socio-economic	inequalities.	Ethical	dilemmas	include
combating	this	potential	elitism	and	the	exploitation	of	young	workers.	65.	Influencer	Transparency:	As	influencers	become	major	product	pushers,	issues	such	as	undisclosed	sponsorships	and	the	manipulation	of	trust	become	critical	ethical	considerations.	66.	Population	Control:	With	increasing	global	population	comes	strain	on	resources	and
environmental	systems.	However,	discussion	of	any	form	of	population	control	often	strikes	chords	of	draconian	tactics	and	human	rights	violations.	67.	Redistribution	of	Wealth:	Balancing	economic	inequality	through	wealth	redistribution	speaks	to	principles	of	fairness	and	social	justice,	but	it	also	raises	concerns	about	individual	rights,	especially
those	of	the	wealthy.	68.	Monopolies:	They	can	innovate	and	bring	efficiencies,	but	they	can	also	abuse	their	power,	causing	harm	to	consumers	and	potential	competitors.	Policies	to	regulate	or	dismantle	them	raise	ethical	considerations	around	business	and	consumer	rights.	69.	Preservation	of	Indigenous	Languages:	When	a	language	dies,	a	way	of
understanding	the	world	dies	with	it.	Principles	of	cultural	respect,	diversity,	and	prevention	of	linguistic	discrimination	are	central	to	this	ethical	issue.	70.	Public	Health	vs.	Personal	Freedom:	Measures	such	as	mandatory	vaccination	infringe	on	individual	liberties	but	protect	public	health.	Striking	a	balance	between	community	well-being	and
personal	rights	sparks	complex	ethical	debates.	71.	Habitat	Destruction:	Building	for	human	needs	often	destroys	local	ecosystems.	Ethical	considerations	include	species	rights,	human	wants,	and	ecological	and	climate	impacts.	72.	Media	Bias:	Media	outlets	have	significant	influence	over	public	opinion,	yet	they	are	often	accused	of	bias.	Ethics	here
include	a	commitment	to	reporting	truthfully	and	equitably,	protecting	democratic	processes	(Plaisance,	2017).	73.	Ethical	Consumption:	It’s	often	difficult	to	make	fully	informed,	ethical	consumption	choices.	From	product	origin	transparency	issues	to	the	potential	costs	of	ethical	goods,	this	issue	raises	questions	about	personal	responsibilities,
global	inequalities,	and	market	transparency.	74.	Parental	Rights	vs.	Child’s	Best	Interest:	Balancing	a	parent’s	rights	to	raise	their	children	as	they	see	fit	creates	challenging	ethical	questions,	especially	if	the	parents	choose	to	hide	important	information	from	their	children	or	raise	them	in	an	unsafe	environment.	75.	Work-Life	Balance:	Ensuring
fair	pay,	humane	working	hours,	and	sufficient	vacation	while	maintaining	business’	profitability	and	productivity	is	at	play	here.	76.	Right	to	Repair:	The	ethical	dilemma	is	between	a	consumer’s	right	to	repair	their	own	purchased	goods	and	a	company’s	right	to	control	intellectual	property,	affecting	affordability,	sustainability,	and	consumer	rights.
77.	Religious	Freedom:	Freedom	of	religion	is	guaranteed	in	most	democratic	countries.	However,	ethical	issues	continue	to	arise	around	religion,	such	as	whether	religious	institutions	should	pay	taxes	and	separation	of	church	and	state.	78.	Fake	News:	Dissemination	of	false	information	can	mislead	the	public	and	shake	trust	in	democratic
institutions.	Balancing	free	speech	with	informational	integrity	and	societal	repercussions	ensues	as	a	major	ethical	dilemma.	79.	Captive	Breeding:	While	captive	breeding	programs	can	help	save	endangered	species	from	extinction,	they	raise	ethical	questions.	Are	we	justified	in	limiting	an	animal’s	freedom	for	the	sake	of	their	survival?	How	can	we
ensure	adequate	living	conditions	for	captive-bred	animals?	80.	Public	Surveillance:	Public	security	aims	to	protect	us,	but	what	about	our	right	to	privacy?	Striking	a	balance	between	guaranteeing	public	safety	and	upholding	individual	privacy,	especially	with	technological	advances	in	surveillance,	paves	the	way	to	ongoing	debates.	81.	Circus
Animals:	While	traditional	circuses	may	provide	entertainment,	they	confine	animals	to	unnatural	living	conditions	and	often	subject	them	to	harsh	training	methods.	Is	our	entertainment	worth	the	potential	suffering	of	animals?	82.	Duty	to	Report:	There	can	be	moral	dilemmas	surrounding	our	duty	to	report	illegal	activities.	Should	we	breach
friendships,	family	ties	or	professional	confidence	to	uphold	the	rule	of	law?	83.	Economic	Sanctions:	Designed	as	a	non-violent	method	to	enforce	international	norms,	economic	sanctions	can	inadvertently	harm	innocent	citizens,	raising	questions	about	their	ethical	value.	84.	Native	Advertising:	Native	ads,	which	blend	with	editorial	content,	can	be
deceptive	and	blur	the	line	between	entertainment	and	salesmanship.	This	raises	ethical	questions	surrounding	transparency	and	the	consumer’s	right	to	know.	85.	Digital	Detox:	As	technology	permeates	every	aspect	of	our	lives,	the	idea	of	consciously	disconnecting	feels	increasingly	rebellious.	This	raises	ethical	questions	about	the	extent	of	our
reliance	on	digital	media	and	the	length	these	companies	go	to	retain	our	attention.	86.	Preservation	vs.	Progress:	Balancing	the	preservation	of	historical	sites	or	natural	environments	against	infrastructural	and	technological	progress	can	provoke	ethical	and	moral	debates	about	respecting	our	past	and	catering	to	our	future.	87.	Ethical	Banking:	As
some	financial	institutions	are	implicated	in	questionable	practices	such	as	supporting	fossil	fuels	or	oppressive	regimes,	the	rise	of	ethical	banking	poses	questions	about	financial	responsibility	and	the	role	of	money	in	supporting	societal	wellbeing	or	harm.	88.	Welfare	Programs:	The	allocation	of	welfare	raises	ethical	questions.	Who	should	be
eligible,	and	how	much	support	should	they	receive?	Is	it	okay	to	let	some	people	struggle	if	that	means	more	money	goes	to	the	most	vulnerable?	89.	Healthcare:	Some	places	in	the	world	consider	healthcare	to	be	a	right	for	all	citizens,	implementing	universal	access	to	all	through	progressive	taxation.	But	many	nations	in	the	world	do	not	guarantee
this,	causing	it	to	become	an	area	of	ethical	contention.	90.	Access	to	Education:	Disparities	in	the	quality	of,	and	access	to,	education	fuels	social	inequality,	raising	ethical	questions	about	fair	and	equitable	opportunities	for	all	children.	91.	Captive	Marine	Life:	The	capture	and	captivity	of	marine	life	for	entertainment,	research	or	conservation
purposes	face	ethical	scrutiny,	most	particularly	concerning	animal	welfare,	ethics	of	captivity	and	conservation	issues.	92.	Child	Stardom:	Forcing	or	allowing	children	into	the	limelight	at	a	young	age	can	potentially	rob	them	of	a	normal	childhood	and	expose	them	prematurely	to	high-pressure	situations.	Balancing	parental	ambitions,	child
protections	and	artistic	potential	is	a	challenging	ethical	questions.	93.	Cognitive	Enhancements:	The	use	of	drugs	or	procedures	to	augment	cognitive	abilities	presents	ethical	dilemmas.	Do	these	advantages	deepen	societal	inequalities?	Is	it	ethical	to	pathologize	normal	cognitive	variations?	94.	Food	Labeling:	Ethical	issues	arise	when	companies
use	misleading,	false,	or	confusing	language	on	food	labels,	which	may	compromise	the	consumer’s	right	to	know	what	they’re	consuming,	especially	in	regard	to	health	and	environmental	implications.	95.	Charity	Efficiency:	While	donating	to	charity	is	a	noble	cause,	not	all	charities	use	donations	efficiently.	The	ethical	issue	here	is	how	much
transparency	there	should	be	about	how	donations	are	used,	and	how	efficiency	should	be	measured.	96.	Right	to	Clean	Water:	Despite	being	a	basic	human	necessity,	access	to	clean	water	isn’t	universally	granted.	Ensuring	equal	access	poses	an	ethical	challenge,	particularly	when	determining	responsibility	between	citizens,	corporations,	and
governments.	97.	End-of-Life	Care:	Decisions	around	end-of-life	care,	such	as	palliative	care	and	withholding	treatment,	raise	profound	ethical	concerns	about	the	value	and	quality	of	life,	autonomy	and	dignity,	and	the	role	of	medical	professionals	in	these	decisions.	98.	Use	of	Drones:	The	use	of	drones	raises	ethical	concerns,	particularly	around
privacy	–	are	we	okay	with	potentially	being	watched	without	our	consent?	There	are	also	issues	of	public	safety	and	questions	about	the	legality	of	their	proliferation.	99.	Upcycling	vs.	Recycling:	Both	are	better	for	the	environment	than	simply	throwing	things	away,	but	which	is	better?	Upcycling	can	create	new,	usable	items,	but	it	can	use	more
resources	than	simply	recycling	the	material.	100.	Digital	Accessibility:	As	our	world	becomes	more	digitized,	it’s	crucial	to	ensure	everyone,	including	those	with	disabilities,	can	equitably	access	information	and	services.	Failing	to	design	for	all	users	raises	ethical	implications	about	inclusivity	and	diversity	in	the	digital	era.	101.	Isolationism:	There
is	extensive	debate	over	whether	nations	should	participate	in	global	institutions	like	the	UN	and	attempt	to	support	victimized	nations	like	Ukraine	and	Taiwan,	or	whether	to	retreat	from	global	politics.	102.	Overfishing:	Fishing	is	a	means	of	livelihood	for	many,	yet,	unsustainable	practices	are	depleting	fish	populations	at	an	alarming	rate.	The
ethical	challenge	lies	in	finding	a	balance	between	livelihoods,	consumer	demand,	and	ecological	sustainability.	Ethical	issues	are	all	around	us,	presenting	conflicting	courses	of	action	that	often	diverge	based	upon	differing	worldviews	and	conflicting	ideologies.	Sometimes,	our	ethical	issues	are	also	simply	based	upon	a	trade-off	between	two	good
but	different	options,	or	two	bad	options	(in	which	case	you	need	to	consider	the	lesser	evil).	Ferrell,	O.	C.,	Fraedrich,	J.,	&	Ferrell,	L.	(2018).	Business	ethics:	Ethical	decision	making	&	cases	(12th	ed.).	Boston:	Cengage.	Barrett,	C.	(2018).	Everyday	ethics	for	practicing	planners.	London:	Routledge.	Plaisance,	P-L.	(2017).	Media	Ethics:	Key	Principles
for	Responsible	Practice	(2nd	ed.).	Sage	Publications.	Reynolds,	G.	(2014).	Ethics	in	Information	Technology	(4th	ed.).	New	York:	Cengage	Learning.	What	are	some	relevant	examples	of	ethical	dilemmas	that	may	arise	in	our	day-to-day	lives?	How	do	we	decide	what	to	do	in	such	cases?	An	ethical	dilemma	for	parents	is	whether	to	monitor	their
teens’	social	media	activities.	Teens	spend	a	large	part	of	their	day	online	engaging	in	behaviors	that	have	implications	for	their	health	and	well-being.	It’s	important	to	set	the	ground	rules	when	you	as	a	parent	first	give	a	smartphone,	tablet,	computer,	or	other	electronic	devices	to	a	teen,	including	that	they	will	be	monitored	until	they	are	old
enough	to	understand	their	obligations	online.	Teens	may	unknowingly	become	involved	in	potentially	dangerous	behaviors	online	through	chat	rooms,	instant	messaging,	and	emails.	Predatory	behavior	can	have	damaging	effects	on	a	teen’s	self-image	and	feelings	of	self-worth.	It’s	important	to	have	conversations	with	teens	to	be	sure	they’re	aware
of	the	warning	signs	and	what	to	do	when	they	feel	a	predator	is	in	their	midst.	Another	reason	to	monitor	teens’	online	activities	is	to	teach	them	about	cyberbullying.	Cyberbullying	manifests	in	name-calling	or	insults,	spreading	gossip	and	rumors,	and	circulating	unflattering	pictures.	Cyberbullying	threatens	the	safety	and	security	of	teens.	It	can
create	harmful	effects,	including	hurt	feelings,	sadness,	depression,	anxiety,	anger,	shame,	fear,	frustration,	low	self-esteem,	inability	to	trust	others,	withdrawal,	avoidance	of	social	relationships,	poor	academic	performance,	bullying	of	others,	and,	in	extreme	cases,	suicide.	Being	targeted	online	can	destroy	feelings	of	self-worth	and	make	it	virtually
impossible	to	build	and	improve	self-esteem.	These	behaviors	make	it	more	difficult	for	a	teen	to	be	happy	and	lead	a	meaningful	life.	The	key	issue	is	to	teach	your	teen	responsible	behavior	and	that	actions	have	consequences.	The	following	lists	good	arguments	for	monitoring.	Communicating	with	a	teen	about	social	media	limitations	can	build
responsible	behavior	and	they	learn	to	be	accountable	for	their	actions.	Monitoring	their	behavior	can	help	deal	with	problems	such	as	sexting	and	cyberbullying	that	can	be	harmful	to	their	growth	and	development.	Monitoring	can	help	to	control	predatory	behavior	that	threatens	a	teen’s	well-being.	Discussing	online	behaviors	can	be	used	as	a
teachable	moment	to	explain	what’s	meant	by	respecting	others	and	how	online	behaviors	promote	civility	in	relationships.	There	are	a	few	good	reasons	for	not	monitoring	as	follows.	Teens	have	a	right	to	privacy	and	may	not	want	their	parents	to	see	everything	they	do	on	social	networking	sites;	they	may	perceive	it	to	be	invading	their	sacred
online	space.	Trusting	parents	is	a	key	issue	in	strengthening	the	bond	between	teen	and	parent.	Teens	may	wonder	what	else	parents	are	monitoring;	do	they	follow	them	on	dates,	for	example,	especially	at	younger	ages?	Returning	to	the	original	question:	Should	parents	monitor	teens’	online	activities?	If	you	are	a	parent,	the	benefits	of	doing	so
and	protecting	your	kids	against	harmful	behaviors	outweigh	the	costs.	Yes,	privacy	and	trust	are	important	issues	to	teens,	and	they	may	not	understand	why	you	have	chosen	to	ignore	these.	Still,	you	are	the	parent	and	should	provide	guidance	for	your	teen	in	navigating	the	sometimes	choppy	waters	online.	Ask	yourself:	How	would	you	feel	if	you
didn’t	monitor	those	activities	and	your	teen	became	the	target	of	a	predator	or	was	cyberbullied	Many	of	us	have	been	involved	in	situations	where	we	scratch	another	car	on	the	way	out	of	a	tight	spot	in	a	parking	area.	The	ethical	question	is	whether	to	inform	the	owner	of	the	car	and,	if	so,	how	to	do	it.	These	incidents	create	ethical	dilemmas
because	the	way	we	deal	with	them	says	a	lot	about	our	character	and	whether	we	act	in	our	own	interests	or	the	interests	of	others.	As	the	following	situation	illustrates,	the	way	we	react	may	depend	on	whether	anyone	was	watching.	Consider	the	following	facts	to	get	started.	You	pulled	out	of	a	tight	space	in	a	parking	lot	and	dented	the	car	next
to	you.	You’re	quite	sure	no	one	saw	you.	What	would	you	do?	Some	people	may	be	tempted	to	simply	leave	and	avoid	the	hassle	of	reporting	the	incident.	This	is	especially	true	if	the	accident	will	cause	insurance	rates	to	go	up.	Ignoring	the	situation	may	be	the	easiest	solution	but	is	it	the	most	ethically	appropriate?	Let’s	change	the	facts	now	and
you	think	someone	may	have	witnessed	the	incident.	Should	you	report	the	accident	now?	One	reason	for	doing	so	is	if	you	leave	the	scene	without	reporting	it	to	the	police	or	at	least	leaving	a	note	for	the	driver	you	may	have	violated	the	law.	In	most	states,	you	need	to	make	a	reasonable	effort	to	identify	the	owner	of	the	vehicle	and	notify	them
about	what	happened.	If	you	are	unable	to	find	the	owner,	you	should	leave	a	written	notice	with	your	contact	information.	What	if	you’re	a	risk-taker	and	still	don’t	want	to	report	it?	How	would	you	feel	if	someone	did	witness	the	event?	Now	you	can	be	charged	with	leaving	the	scene	of	an	accident.	Still	not	sure	what	you	would	do?	Imagine	that
your	child	is	in	the	car.	She	is	aware	that	you	scratched	the	other	car	on	the	way	out	of	the	parking	lot.	Would	that	change	what	you	would	do?	Most	people	now	say	they	would	at	least	leave	a	note	for	the	other	driver	with	contact	information.	After	all,	you	want	to	send	the	right	ethical	message	to	your	kid	and	take	responsibility	for	your	action.
Ethically	speaking,	it	shouldn’t	matter	whether	someone	witnessed	what	you	did	or	not.	Doing	the	right	thing	is	not	relative	to	the	situation	but	is	based	on	the	ethical	standards	of	honesty,	integrity,	and,	in	the	case	of	the	car	accident,	personal	responsibility.	A	person	of	integrity	acts	on	principle	about	right	and	wrong	and	accepts	the	consequences
of	their	actions.	A	good	way	to	check	your	behavior	before	acting	is	to	ask	how	you	would	feel	if	your	action	was	discussed	on	social	media.	Would	you	be	proud	to	defend	it?	Anticipating	how	our	actions	become	public	is	important	to	ethical	behavior	because	most	people	want	to	be	respected	for	their	actions	and	leaving	the	scene	is	likely	to	create	a
negative	response	by	those	in	the	know.	The	moral	of	the	story	is	ethics	is	easier	said	than	done.	Ghosting	occurs	when	someone	you	believe	cares	about	you,	such	as	a	person	you	have	been	dating,	disappears	from	contact	without	any	explanation	at	all—no	phone	call,	email,	or	text.	They	just	seem	to	disappear.	Ghosting	a	dating	partner	because	you
are	no	longer	interested	is	an	unkind	act.	The	person	you	have	been	dating	has	a	right	to	know	about	your	feelings	so	they	can	move	on	with	their	life.	Ask	yourself	how	would	you	feel	if	the	roles	were	reversed?	You	would,	most	likely,	want	to	be	informed	to	have	closure.	Ghosting	in	the	context	of	interviewing	for	a	job	can	create	an	ethical	dilemma.
Ghosting	occurs	when	a	candidate	abruptly	disengages	from	the	interview	process	without	explanation.	The	candidate	might	fail	to	inform	the	interviewer	that	they	have	accepted	another	position.	In	some	cases,	a	candidate	has	accepted	a	position	only	to	accept	a	second	one	and	not	inform	the	first	employer.	Consider	the	following	facts.	You	are
interviewing	for	a	job.	You’ve	gone	through	interviews	at	five	companies	and	are	anxiously	awaiting	the	responses.	You	get	your	first	offer	and	verbally	commit	to	taking	the	job.	You	will	not	start	to	work	for	another	two	weeks.	Shortly	after	accepting	the	first	offer,	a	second	one	comes	in.	It’s	the	better	of	the	two	offers	and	from	your	preferred
employer.	Since	you	haven’t	started	work	for	the	first	employer	you	face	an	ethical	dilemma:	Decline	the	second	offer	because	you	have	already	accepted	the	first	or	accept	the	second	offer.	There	is	something	to	be	said,	ethically,	to	living	up	to	your	word	and	staying	with	the	first	acceptance.	It	does	reflect	a	sense	of	honesty	and	personal
responsibility.	However,	many	people	in	this	situation	might	take	a	more	self-interested	position	and	bow	out	of	the	first	offer	and	accept	the	second.	There’s	nothing	wrong	with	accepting	the	second	offer	as	long	as	your	reasons	are	explained	to	the	first	employer.	They	have	a	right	to	know	why	you	changed	your	mind.	It	may	help	them	in	the
recruiting	process	going	forward.	In	many	cases,	such	as	this,	it’s	not	so	much	what	your	decision	is	but	how	you	explain	it	that	counts.	After	all,	the	first	employer	probably	doesn’t	want	you	to	work	for	them	if	you	will	regret	accepting	their	job	offer.	You	have	a	responsibility	to	inform	the	first	employer	because	it	made	an	offer,	held	a	position	open
for	you,	and	will	need	to	fill	it	once	informed	of	your	decision.	Failing	to	inform	this	employer	means	a	position	that	would	otherwise	be	closed	is	really	open	because	you	plan	to	renege	on	the	offer.	Ghosting	the	first	employer	is	a	selfish	act.	You	are	doing	what	is	easiest	not	what	is	ethically	appropriate.	The	key	ethical	issue	is	trustworthiness.
Imagine	if	you	didn’t	tell	the	first	employer	and	just	disappeared	and	then	the	second	employer	somehow	found	out	about	the	ghosting.	Would	they	be	just	as	anxious	to	have	you	come	aboard?	Should	they	be	concerned	about	whether	you	will	be	a	trusted	employee?	Your	word	is	your	bond	and	while	our	minds	may	change	over	time	it	is	important	to
fully	explain	to	the	affected	parties	why	that	has	occurred.	Transparency	is	the	key	to	developing	trusted	relationships	whether	in	a	dating	situation	or	when	interviewing	for	a	job.	Buy	on	Amazon	Some	of	the	thorniest	ethical	dilemmas	for	doctors	and	others	in	the	medical	field	are	those	that	involve	a	patient’s	religious	beliefs.	To	illustrate	to	my
bioethics	students	just	how	true	this	can	be,	I	often	share	the	example	of	William	MacArthur,	which	was	included	in	“Case	Studies	in	Biomedical	Ethics”:	The	book	explains	that	William	MacArthur	was	a	practicing	Jehovah’s	Witness.	Jehovah’s	Witness	do	not	believe	in	blood	transfusions	because	the	Bible	forbids	ingesting	blood	–	but,	doctors	believed
MacArthur,	who	was	in	end-stage	renal	failure,	would	die	without	a	transfusion.	Still,	MacArthur	insisted:	No	transfusion.	On	top	of	that,	the	patient	had	to	be	resuscitated	twice,	using	CPR,	after	heart	attacks.	The	doctor	treating	MacArthur	pointed	out	that	further	CPR	would	be	medically	futile,	without	the	option	of	a	transfusion.	Still,	MacArthur
refused	to	sign	a	do-not-resuscitate	order,	hoping	to	live	as	long	as	possible.	But	the	doctor	felt	just	as	strongly	as	MacArthur	that	CPR	would	not	help	and	should	not	be	performed.	He	asked	the	medical	ethics	committee	to	weigh	in.	This	is	not	rare	in	medicine;	physicians	encounter	situations	in	which	they	insist	that	a	given	treatment	is	unnecessary
or	not	beneficial,	but	patients	or	family	members	insist	just	as	fervently	that	they	want	the	treatment	anyway.	But	should	this	mean	patients	have	the	right	to	any	treatment	they	ask	for?	If	we	take	a	Kantian	position	we	would	have	to	respect	the	wishes	of	the	patient	and	continue	to	administer	CPR.	Some	doctors	prefer	this	strategy.	However,	in
Louisiana,	a	physician	can	refuse	treatment	they	believe	is	futile	but	must	refer	to	another	physician.	If	we	decide	to	take	a	Utilitarianism	approach	then	we’d	have	to	weigh	the	harms	against	the	benefits	–	we’d	have	to	ask	if	the	benefits	of	CPR	really	outweigh	the	harms	for	Mr.	MacArthur.	Andrea	C.	Hummel	Founder,	Improv	For	Peace	A	number	of
years	ago,	I	was	hired	to	collect	data	on	the	effectiveness	of	a	national	preschool	learning	program.	The	client,	an	organization	in	New	York,	needed	to	prove	their	program	was	successful	enough	to	have	its	funding	renewed	by	the	Department	of	Education.	After	conducting	lengthy	interviews	and	analyzing	data	shared	by	individual	sites,	I	was	ready
to	write	up	a	report.	The	client	flew	me	to	New	York,	all	expenses	paid	and	asked	for	a	presentation	on	my	findings	before	I	compiled	them.	I	had	to	break	the	news	to	them	that	the	data	didn’t	showcase	their	program	as	strongly	as	they’d	hoped.	(That	happens	sometimes;	it’s	due	to	the	measurements	used,	not	the	program	itself.)	They	strongly
suggested	I	take	another	look	at	the	data	and	interpret	it	differently	–	basically	analogous	to	a	half-full	rather	than	half-empty	glass.	I	was	uncomfortable	doing	so	but	felt	pressured	by	the	client.	I	did	believe	in	the	effectiveness	of	the	program	and	thought	it	was	an	innovative	approach	–	but	did	not	want	to	misrepresent	the	findings.	What	I	ended	up
doing	was	a	compromise:	in	my	report,	I	shared	numbers,	graphs,	and	charts.	Then	I	added	summaries	for	each,	stating	how	I	interpreted	the	statistics	(as	supportive	but	not	stellar).	This	left	it	up	to	the	reader	to	decide	how	to	interpret	the	data.	In	some	ways	this	is	what	Robert	Mueller	did	recently	when	he	compiled	a	report	with	strong	evidence	of
possible	presidential	misconduct,	yet	stopped	short	of	making	an	accusation.	Much	of	my	work	these	days	involves	bringing	together	people	and	groups	with	conflicting	viewpoints	and	ideologies.	To	be	effective,	I	have	to	come	across	as	impartial	so	both	sides	can	trust	and	come	to	the	table	to	heal.	However,	I’m	not	immune	to	what	I	hear.	The
country’s	current	sociopolitical	climate	and	recent	shootings	and	riots	have	left	me	questioning	whether	I	can	be	neutral.	On	the	one	hand,	I	want	to	be	honest	about	my	emotions	and	share	stories	on	social	media	that	show	we	need	to	come	together	as	a	country.	On	the	other	hand,	some	of	the	groups	I	want	to	work	with	have	been	associated	with
violence	and	hate.	That’s	why	I’d	like	to	help	them	get	to	the	root	of	what	they	want	from	society	and	why	they	feel	discounted.	But	if	I’m	public	about	my	personal	ideologies,	I	risk	alienating	them	So	far	I	haven’t	found	a	solution	to	this	ethical	dilemma;	I	feel	I’m	short-changing	both	sides	of	the	social	conversation.	I	teach	middle	schools	students
about	the	safe	and	responsible	use	of	digital	tools	and	we	talk	about	how	the	Internet	is	full	of	ethical	dilemmas.	Do	I	post	a	picture	of	a	sleepover	I’ve	been	invited	to,	even	though	I	know	other	kids	in	the	class	who	were	left	out	and	will	see	these	posts?	Do	I	download	a	song	or	video	that	I	have	not	purchased	the	rights	to?	Do	I	copy	and	paste	the
work	of	another	and	include	it	in	my	school	assignment	without	crediting	the	author?	These	are	just	a	few	examples	of	ethical	dilemmas	posed	by	the	online	world,	and	oftentimes	kids	too	young	to	engage	in	ethical	thinking	are	in	possession	of	a	connected	device	that	asks	them	to	make	decisions	like	these	all	the	time.	It	takes	about	12	years	of	life
for	children	to	develop	the	cognitive	capacity	for	ethical	thinking.	And	good	judgment?	Well,	that	takes	almost	25	years	to	develop!	That’s	why	it’s	so	important	for	adults	to	discuss	possible	online	ethical	scenarios	with	their	children	offline,	and	before	they	have	the	chance	to	make	mistakes	that	the	Internet	will	never	forget.	Buy	on	Amazon	Nikki
Webster	Travel	Blogger,	BritOnTheMove	I	write	a	travel	blog	and	I’m	often	approached	with	free	products	to	try	out	and/or	review.	I’ve	never	done	one	yet	because	I’ve	yet	to	be	offered	one	I	can	stand	behind.	I	had	to	think	about	this	for	a	long	time.	It	would	be	ridiculously	easy	for	me	to	promote	the	suitcase	and	tell	everyone	it’s	fabulous	and	earn
$25	a	pop.	A	really	easy	way	for	me	to	monetize.	The	dilemma	is,	I’m	a	die-hard	Samsonite	luggage	fan	and	it	took	me	10	years	of	trying	many	brands	before	I	became	brand	loyal	to	Samsonite.	I’ve	talked	about	this	one	my	blog,	everyone	who	knows	me	personally	could	tell	you	what	my	luggage	is.	In	other	words,	having	thought	through	this	deeply	it
would	be	immoral	for	me	to	promote	this	new	suitcase.	It	would	be	a	total	sell-out,	telling	my	readers	to	buy	something	that	I	would	not.	Even	if	I	tired	the	new	case	which	I	never	did,	how	could	I	in	good	faith	tell	my	readers	to	buy	it	when	my	sole	purpose	for	trying	it	would	have	been	to	get	them	to	buy	it?	In	the	short	term,	I’ve	likely	lost	some
potential	earnings.	In	the	long	term,	I’ve	protected	my	brand	and	that’s	far	more	important.	Each	of	us	has	choices	in	life.	Some	choices	are	most	difficult	than	others	if	you	have	a	moral	compass.	While	attending	a	class	reunion,	one	of	my	best	friends	encountered	the	guy	the	used	to	be	the	geek,	but	now	a	hunky	professional	which	was	extremely
attracted	to	her.	In	this	case,	the	attraction	was	mutual!	To	top	it	off,	she	is	religious	and	he	is	a	youth	pastor.	The	dilemma	you	ask:	He	is	married.	Actually,	about	two	months	prior	he	posted	a	heartfelt	tribute	to	their	marriage.	While	they	were	speaking,	I	had	no	idea	what	he	was	saying.	Also,	as	middle-aged	people,	I	would	not	have	disturbed	them
anyway.	Apparently,	he	really	put	it	on.	He	was	successful,	positive	and	just	needed	a	mate.	There	was	no	mention	of	a	wife.	After	the	event	on	the	way	back,	I	had	the	displeasure	of	sharing	his	status.	Although	a	little	disappointed	she	told	me	that	she	would	not	pursue	a	relationship,	she	was	cheated	on	and	refuse	to	be	a	part	of	the	same	horrible
drama	which	ended	her	marriage.	Did	it	end	there?	No.	He	has	dropped	a	note	via	social	media,	or	a	call	or	text	a	least	monthly	for	over	a	year.	I	believe	he	is	not	used	to	being	rejected.	She,	on	the	other	hand,	has	not	found	a	mate	although	she	is	beautiful	and	successful.	She	could	easily	have	an	affair	and	hope	not	to	be	caught.	She	is	attracted	to
him	after	all,	or	she	could	continue	to	remain	strong.	I	say,	stay	strong	girl!	Your	single	man	may	be	around	the	corner.	Emily	Denbow	Morrison,	M.Ed.	High	School	English	Teacher	It	can	be	hard	for	teachers	to	navigate	what’s	right	and	wrong	for	kids	to	think,	say,	and	do,	and	I’d	like	to	share	my	experience	creating	a	fair,	consistent,	positive
atmosphere	inside	the	classroom.	One	of	the	ways	that	teachers	break	trust	is	by	breaking	the	rules	they	wish	to	enforce.	If	you	don’t	want	children	to	use	profanity,	then	you	can’t	either.	If	you	want	students	to	turn	their	work	in	on	time,	then	give	them	adequate	time	to	complete	it.	Also,	if	you	want	them	to	use	feedback	in	a	timely	manner,	then	you
need	to	give	them	feedback	in	a	timely	manner.	Teachers	cannot	tell	children,	“Do	as	I	say,	not	as	I	do.”	We	must	be	the	example	that	they	follow	by	our	words	and	by	our	actions.	There	are	so	many	children	in	our	educational	system	today	that	are	coming	to	us	without	their	basic	needs	being	met.	They	are	living	in	food-insecure	homes,	living	in
poverty,	living	with	abuse	of	one	kind	or	another,	and	they	are	doing	all	they	can	do	to	attend	school.	Make	sure	you	realize	when	one	of	your	students	is	struggling	and	see	that	the	appropriate	adults	are	aware	of	their	physical,	social,	and	emotional	needs.	If	you’ve	been	in	the	trenches	long,	you	understand	all	the	ways	that	children	can	anger	you.
They	will	frustrate	you.	They	will	make	you	mad.	They	will	disappoint	you.	They’ll	even	insult	you	from	time-to-time.	Do	you	know	why?	Because	children	have	no	choice	in	who	or	how	they’ve	been	parented	or	taught.	They	are	the	products	of	their	experiences.	As	teachers,	we	must	be	patient	with	our	students	when	they	get	upset	or	frustrated.	This
means	sharing	our	very	real	frustration	and	anger	with	them	in	the	most	appropriate	ways.	We	must	never	insult	a	child’s	character	or	personality	in	our	attempts	to	teach	them.	This	is	inexcusable.	When	you	love	kids,	and	you	have	to	if	you’re	in	this	profession,	it’s	easy	to	take	responsibility	for	them.	You	feel	bad	when	they’re	going	through	a	hard
time.	You	want	to	help	them	through	personal	struggles,	not	just	their	academic	performance.	The	good	news	is,	“It’s	okay	to	care!	And	it’s	okay	to	show	you	care!”	The	reality	is,	be	careful	how	you	do	it.	You	can’t	be	friends	on	Facebook.	You	can’t	give	them	a	grade	for	something	they	didn’t	do.	You	can’t	say,	“Ah,	you’re	my	favorite.	You	don’t	have
to	turn	work	in	on	time.”	Of	course,	we	must	treat	every	child	with	kindness	and	respect,	but	when	you	break	the	rules	for	one	kid,	the	rest	of	them	are	wondering,	“Why	didn’t	they	do	that	for	me?”	Rob	Stephens,	CPA	Founder,	CFO	Perspective	I	was	the	bookkeeper	for	a	nonprofit	agency	when	I	was	in	college.	A	topless	dance	club	offered	us	a	large
sum	of	money	if	they	could	do	bikini	car	washes	to	promote	us.	They	would	promote	our	agency	and	we	would	promote	them.	Our	Executive	Director	asked	how	much	promotion	they	expected	from	us.	They	said	they	expected	as	much	promotion	as	we	would	do	for	IBM	if	IBM	had	given	us	that	amount	of	money.	There	were	political	movements	at	the
time	to	add	zoning	restrictions	for	dance	clubs	like	their	club.	What	the	dance	club	didn’t	know	was	that	our	local	agency	had	been	greatly	struggling	financially.	Our	national	office	was	talking	about	shutting	us	down.	We	had	to	meet	our	financial	target	that	year	or	face	closure.	The	Executive	Director	was	a	marketing	expert	and	decided	the	public
relations	nightmare	working	with	the	dance	club	would	create	for	our	agency	and	so	passed	on	the	offer.	Thankfully,	we	still	hit	our	financial	target	that	year	and	were	able	to	keep	our	doors	open.	Matt	Billy	Podcast	Creator,	Bleeped	The	area	around	Lafayette,	Louisiana,	is	one	of	the	country’s	most	conservative.	So	when	the	Lafayette	Public	Library



added	Drag	Queen	Story	Hour	to	their	event	calendar,	Aimee	Robinson	knew	it	was	going	to	be	controversial.	Aimee’s	an	activist	and	has	lived	in	Lafayette	for	over	twenty	years.	She’s	fought	many	battles	for	LGBTQ	rights,	so	she	knew	how	Lafayette’s	conservative	community	would	react	to	Drag	Queen	Story	Hour.	They’d	respond	with	protests,
pickets	signs,	and	angry	words	yelled	from	megaphones.	This	type	of	backlash	wasn’t	new	to	Aimee,	but	something	about	this	controversy	was	different.	Children	were	stuck	in	the	middle	of	it.	Drag	Queen	Story	Hour	is	an	event	where	drag	queens	read	storybooks	about	diversity,	self-love,	and	an	appreciation	of	others	to	groups	of	young	children.
After	the	first	Story	Hour	in	2015,	the	event	spread	like	wildfire	all	over	the	country.	DQSH	now	boasts	over	thirty	chapters	in	the	United	States	and	libraries	often	say	the	Story	Hours	are	their	best-attended	events.	But	not	everyone	thinks	Drag	Queen	Story	Hour’s	proliferation	is	a	good	thing.	As	Story	Hours	spread	from	LGBTQ	friendly	cities	like
San	Francisco,	and	into	more	socially	conservative	areas	like	Lafayette,	many	have	protested	the	event.	They	claim	it	“sexualizes	children.”	More	extreme	critics	have	whipped	up	a	conspiracy	theory	that	Drag	Queen	Story	Hour	is	part	of	a	secret	plot	by	the	LGBTQ	community	to	“groom	young	children”	into	their	“dangerous	alternative	lifestyle.”
Now	a	movement	is	building	to	stop	cities	from	hosting	Drag	Queen	Story	Queen	Hours.	DQSH	opposition	has	organized	protests	all	over	the	country.	Often,	when	parents	take	their	children	to	a	DQSH,	they	have	had	to	walk	them	through	a	sea	of	angry	protestors	chanting	about	sodomy	and	pedophilia.	One	Story	Hour	in	Renton,	Washington	—	a
state	with	an	open	carry	law	—	many	of	the	protesters	had	handguns	strapped	to	their	waists	that	the	children	could	see.	It’s	scary	for	parents	to	walk	their	children	through	this	hatred	and	anger.	With	two	children	of	her	own,	Aimee	Robinson	understands	this	concern.	That’s	why	in	Lafayette,	she	organized	a	“balloon	barricade.”	The	balloon
barricade	is	essentially	a	counter-protest	where	people	hold	balloons	and	pickets	signs	with	positive	messages	while	chatting	happily.	The	idea	is	to	shield	the	children	from	anger.	After	multiple	cancellations	and	two	lawsuits,	it	took	Aimee	six	months	to	organize	a	successful	Drag	Queen	Story	Hour.	She	spent	half	a	year	of	her	life	fighting	for	and
organizing	the	event,	but	Aimee	thinks	it’s	worth	it	to	teach	children	to	accept	people	for	who	they	are.	Why	is	Drag	Queen	Story	Hours	important?	LGBTQ	youth	are	almost	five	times	as	likely	to	have	attempted	suicide	compared	to	heterosexual	youth.	Many	times,	the	sadness	that	precedes	such	an	action	is	brought	on	by	bullying,	not	being	accepted
by	their	peers,	and	feeling	alone.	Aimee	hopes	that	the	lessons	a	young	child	can	glean	from	Drag	Queen	Story	Hour	can	play	some	role	in	changing	that	statistic.	So,	should	we	take	our	children	to	a	Drag	Queen	Story	Hour	even	if	it	means	they	are	exposed	to	armed	and	angry	protesters?	If	we	prefer	they	become	part	of	Aimee’s	balloon	barricade
and	not	one	of	the	angry	protesters,	it’s	probably	a	good	idea.	Brian	Kearney	Founder,	Driving	Force	Communications	I	was	recently	faced	with	an	ethical	dilemma	when	a	client	of	mine	switched	production	from	the	US	to	overseas	in	Vietnam.	The	company’s	brand	was	largely	based	on	the	fact	that	their	products	were	made	in	the	USA,	and	some
senior-level	members	of	the	company	wanted	that	to	remain	on	the	website	and	in	their	communications	with	the	public,	influencers,	media,	etc.	I	knew	this	was	not	only	unethical	but	borderline	illegal.	After	quite	a	few	in-depth	conversations	with	my	client,	explaining	to	them	the	ramifications	of	continuing	to	communicate	the	products	were	made	in
the	USA	(both	from	a	legal	and	PR	standpoint).	We	were	able	to	come	to	an	agreement	on	how	to	rebrand	so	that	we	no	longer	put	such	heavy	emphasis	on	where	the	product	was	made	and	started	honest	communication	about	the	products’	place	of	production.	An	ethical	dilemma	occurs	when	you	are	faced	with	two	conflicting	moral	choices,	where
choosing	one	option	might	compromise	ethical	principles	associated	with	the	other.	No	matter	which	decision	you	make,	some	ethical	standards	will	be	challenged.	Evaluate	your	options:	Consider	both	the	short-term	and	long-term	consequences	of	each	action.Consult	others:	Seek	advice	from	trusted	colleagues	or	ethics	committees.Stay	aligned
with	core	values:	Try	to	adhere	to	your	personal	or	professional	ethics	while	making	the	decision.	To	resolve	an	ethical	dilemma,	follow	these	steps:	1.	Identify	the	problem:	Clearly	define	the	dilemma	and	the	conflicting	values.	2.	Consider	your	options:	Think	about	different	ways	you	could	respond.	3.	Weigh	the	consequences:	Consider	the	short-term
and	long-term	effects	of	each	choice	on	everyone	involved.	4.	Use	ethical	frameworks:	Apply	simple	approaches	like:Utilitarian	(focus	on	the	greatest	good	for	the	most	people),Rules-based	(follow	set	rules	or	principles),	orCare-based	(consider	how	your	decision	affects	others	personally).	5.	Make	a	decision:	Choose	the	option	that	aligns	best	with
your	core	values	and	feels	right.	CopyFacebookPinterestXFlipboardLinkedInPrintEmail	In	a	world	where	choices	shape	our	daily	lives,	ethical	issues	are	more	relevant	than	ever.	Have	you	ever	considered	the	moral	implications	behind	your	decisions?	From	business	practices	to	medical	advancements,	navigating	these	dilemmas	can	be	complex	and
challenging.This	article	dives	into	various	examples	of	ethical	issues	that	impact	individuals	and	society	as	a	whole.	You’ll	explore	real-world	scenarios	that	highlight	the	importance	of	making	informed	choices.	By	understanding	these	situations,	you	can	better	appreciate	the	nuances	involved	in	ethics	and	how	they	influence	everything	from
technology	to	environmental	concerns.Ethical	issues	arise	in	various	aspects	of	life,	influencing	decisions	and	actions.	Here	are	some	key	areas	where	ethical	dilemmas	often	occur:Business	Practices:	Companies	face	challenges	related	to	honesty	and	transparency.	For	example,	misleading	advertising	can	harm	consumers	and	damage	trust.Medical
Ethics:	Healthcare	professionals	navigate	complex	situations	involving	patient	consent	and	treatment	options.	A	case	study	might	involve	end-of-life	care	decisions.Technology	Developments:	As	technology	evolves,	questions	about	privacy	emerge.	Consider	how	data	collection	by	companies	impacts	individual	rights.Environmental	Responsibility:
Corporations	must	balance	profit	with	sustainability	efforts.	An	example	includes	the	debate	over	fossil	fuel	use	versus	renewable	energy	sources.Understanding	these	examples	helps	you	grasp	the	significance	of	ethical	considerations	in	daily	choices.	Each	area	presents	unique	challenges	requiring	careful	thought	and	responsibility	in	decision-
making	processes.Addressing	ethical	issues	is	crucial	in	shaping	responsible	behavior	across	various	sectors.	These	considerations	affect	not	just	individual	choices	but	also	broader	societal	values.Ethical	decisions	influence	community	trust	and	social	cohesion.	For	instance,	when	businesses	prioritize	transparency,	they	foster	confidence	among
consumers.	In	healthcare,	adhering	to	ethical	standards	promotes	patient	safety	and	trust	in	medical	professionals.	Moreover,	technology	companies	that	respect	user	privacy	contribute	positively	to	the	public	perception	of	digital	innovation.Incorporating	ethics	into	decision-making	leads	to	numerous	advantages:Enhanced	Reputation:	Businesses
known	for	ethical	practices	attract	loyal	customers.Increased	Employee	Morale:	Organizations	prioritizing	ethics	often	experience	higher	employee	satisfaction.Sustainable	Growth:	Ethical	companies	tend	to	perform	better	financially	over	time.Risk	Mitigation:	Adhering	to	ethical	standards	reduces	the	likelihood	of	legal	issues.Ultimately,	focusing	on
ethics	cultivates	a	healthier	society	where	individuals	and	organizations	thrive	together.Ethical	issues	arise	across	multiple	sectors,	impacting	decisions	and	actions.	Understanding	these	challenges	is	crucial	for	responsible	behavior.Business	ethics	often	involve	dilemmas	related	to	honesty	and	transparency.	For	example,	companies	may	face
pressure	to	exaggerate	product	benefits	to	boost	sales.	This	could	lead	to	consumer	mistrust	when	the	truth	surfaces.	Another	issue	includes	fair	labor	practices.	Many	organizations	grapple	with	ensuring	workers	receive	fair	wages,	especially	in	developing	countries.	Addressing	these	ethical	concerns	fosters	a	positive	reputation	and	sustainable
growth.Medical	ethics	encompass	complex	scenarios	that	healthcare	professionals	navigate	daily.	Informed	consent	is	a	primary	consideration,	as	patients	must	understand	treatment	risks	before	proceeding.	For	instance,	doctors	might	struggle	with	whether	to	disclose	critical	information	about	diagnoses	that	could	cause	distress.	Additionally,
prioritizing	patient	confidentiality	remains	vital;	breaches	can	damage	trust	between	providers	and	patients	significantly.Environmental	ethics	deal	with	the	responsibility	organizations	hold	towards	sustainability.	Businesses	often	encounter	conflicts	between	profit	maximization	and	eco-friendly	practices.	For	instance,	companies	may	opt	for	cheaper
materials	that	harm	ecosystems	rather	than	investing	in	sustainable	alternatives.	Moreover,	climate	change	poses	ethical	questions	regarding	corporate	accountability	for	emissions;	how	much	should	businesses	contribute	to	global	efforts?	Balancing	profitability	with	environmental	stewardship	ensures	long-term	viability	for	both	enterprises	and
communities	alike.Evaluating	ethical	issues	requires	structured	frameworks	that	guide	decision-making.	Two	prominent	frameworks	include	utilitarianism	and	deontological	ethics,	each	offering	distinct	approaches	to	resolving	dilemmas.Utilitarianism	focuses	on	the	consequences	of	actions.	This	framework	emphasizes	maximizing	overall	happiness
or	minimizing	suffering.	For	example,	in	healthcare,	a	hospital	might	prioritize	treatments	that	benefit	the	largest	number	of	patients,	even	if	it	means	some	individuals	receive	less	attention.Example	1:	A	pharmaceutical	company	deciding	whether	to	release	a	drug	must	weigh	its	benefits	against	potential	side	effects	for	all	users.Example	2:	In
environmental	policy,	policymakers	may	support	projects	that	provide	greater	long-term	ecological	benefits	despite	short-term	harm.Deontological	ethics	centers	on	rules	and	duties	rather	than	outcomes.	It	asserts	certain	actions	are	inherently	right	or	wrong,	regardless	of	their	consequences.	For	instance,	in	business	practices,	a	company	may
refuse	to	engage	in	deceptive	advertising	because	honesty	is	fundamental	to	its	values.Example	1:	A	journalist	adhering	to	truthfulness	might	choose	not	to	publish	sensationalized	stories	that	mislead	the	public.Example	2:	An	employee	upholding	workplace	integrity	could	report	unethical	behavior	even	at	the	risk	of	personal	repercussions.These
frameworks	offer	valuable	perspectives	when	navigating	ethical	challenges	across	various	fields.	Understanding	them	enhances	your	ability	to	make	informed	decisions	aligned	with	moral	principles.	In	your	everyday	life,	and	especially	at	work,	have	you	faced	ethical	dilemmas	that	challenge	your	personal	morals?	If	so,	considering	common	ethical
dilemma	examples	can	go	a	long	way	to	resolving	your	own.	You'll	learn	you	must	analyze	the	risks,	rely	on	your	convictions,	and	trust	your	instincts.	Stepping	back	and	removing	yourself	from	the	situation	can	help	you	gain	a	perspective	that	will	aid	in	making	your	best	decisions.	It's	also	important	to	be	sure	you	act	after	thinking	the	situation
through	and	not	before.	To	help	with	this,	take	a	look	at	our	article,	“7	Ways	to	Live	Consciously	in	an	Unconscious	World.”	Drawing	on	the	experience	of	others	may	empower	you	to	navigate	your	struggle	and	arrive	at	the	best	decision.	This	process	exercises	your	critical	thinking	skills	and	the	decisions	you	make	can	help	you	become	respected	as	a
person	and	a	professional.	Therefore,	looking	at	ways	that	others	have	navigated	those	difficult	moral	decisions	may	be	an	excellent	way	to	help	you	should	you	ever	face	similar	circumstances.	In	this	article,	you’ll	learn	about	specific	ethical	dilemma	examples	that	will	help	you	understand	the	difficulty	of	making	decisions	that	go	against	moral
principles…	which	may	make	it	less	troublesome	to	make	a	decision	when	facing	your	next	ethical	dilemma.	Ethical	dilemmas	are	all	about	difficulty	in	choosing	between	two	courses	of	action,	in	which	either	choice	involves	disobeying	a	moral	principle.	For	instance,	if	you’re	facing	an	ethical	dilemma,	it	can	affect	you	emotionally	as	you	may	struggle
between	what	you	consider	to	be	right	against	what	you	consider	to	be	necessary	for	a	certain	situation.	An	ethical	dilemma	occurs	when	your	moral	principles	are	challenged.	Some	instances	of	the	moral	tenets	are	honesty,	abstaining	from	and	not	promoting	violence,	caring	for	others,	respecting	the	privacy	of	others,	aiding	people	in	trouble,	and
not	harming	others,	whether	humans	or	animals.	You	may	have	heard	of	ethical	dilemma	examples	called	moral	dilemmas	or	ethical	paradoxes.	In	some	instances,	any	choice	you	make	is	wrong	in	some	sense.	In	each	ethical	dilemma,	the	options	are	at	odds	with	each	other;	they	conflict	with	each	other,	causing	a	contradiction	or	paradox.	There	are
situations	where	you	might	have	two	choices;	if	you	choose	one,	it	would	be	impossible	to	choose	the	other.	Often,	the	best	way	to	mitigate	ethical	dilemmas	is	to	learn	about	and	seek	understanding	with	real-world	examples.	Here	are	15	examples	of	real-world	ethical	dilemmas	we	trust	you’ll	find	useful.		Should	a	teenager	using	Snapchat,	Instagram,
or	TikTok	have	their	social	media	use	monitored?	This	is	an	ethical	dilemma	many	parents	of	teens	face	as	teenagers	spend	many	hours	engaging	in	online	activities	daily.	For	some	parents,	the	question	may	be:	Do	I	trust	my	child	to	use	social	media	responsibly	or	not?	For	others,	they	may	be	asking	themselves:	From	a	safety	standpoint	as	a	parent,
should	I	monitor	my	teenager’s	online	activities,	or	are	they	old	enough	to	use	social	media	responsibly?	Whichever	ethical	dilemma	they	are	facing,	a	parent’s	fear	of	cyberbullying	and	safety	for	their	children	is	not	unfounded.	According	to	2018	Pew	Research,	21%	of	13-15-year-olds,	16%	of	16-17-year-olds,	and	12%	of	18-20-year-olds	experienced
cyberbullying.	In	employing	your	critical	thinking	skills	you	may	find	that	you	agree	its	fine	to	lie	to	your	boss	in	certain	situations.	While	anyone	utilizing	the	Internet	risks	cyberbullying,	teens	are	ill-equipped	to	deal	with	such	treatment	as	their	brains	are	not	yet	fully	developed.	Therefore,	it	is	a	parent’s	duty	to	protect	their	child	from	online
attacks.	However,	since	the	close	monitoring	of	a	teenager’s	activities,	online	or	otherwise,	may	be	construed	as	a	lack	of	trust	toward	the	teen,	it	can	potentially	damage	or	at	least	put	a	strain	on	the	parent-child	relationship.	Therein	lies	the	ethical	dilemma	and	the	choices	each	parent	must	make.	One	father	of	two	teenaged	girls	chose	to	monitor
their	activities,	sharing	that,	above	all,	“The	devices	belong	to	me	and	my	wife,	and	we	are	entitled	to	see	anything	and	everything	on	them.”	A	good	way	to	build	trust	with	your	teens	may	be	to	spend	time	playing	games	or	asking	“would	you	rather”	questions;	trust	will	help	them	know	that	whether	you	monitor	their	online	activity,	you	care.			This	is
when	you	end	a	relationship	by	not	responding	to	the	other	person	at	all,	by	just	ignoring	them,	rather	than	telling	them	you	would	like	to	end	the	relationship.	While	ghosting	someone	is	not	the	nicest	of	ways	to	end	a	relationship,	is	it	morally	wrong?	If	you	believe	in	kindness,	you	may	struggle	as	to	whether	you	can	live	with	your	decision	to	ghost
someone.	Ghosting	seems	like	the	easy	way	out	for	the	one	ghosting,	but	it's	hard	for	the	one	being	ghosted	to	find	closure	and	move	on.	Someone	may	choose	to	ghost	their	soon-to-be	ex	because	they	want	to	avoid	conflict.	Or	maybe	they	are	afraid	the	other	person	might	lash	out	and	become	violent.	For	whatever	reason,	facing	that	person	is
uncomfortable	that	they	consider	ghosting.	If	you	consider	ghosting	someone,	think	about	how	that	could	make	them	feel.	Is	that	really	who	you	are?	Getting	a	fresh	and	honest	perspective	may	make	you	think	differently	if	you're	considering	ghosting	someone.	If	you've	been	ghosted,	you	find	some	benefit	in	reading	our	“55	Survival	Quotes	to	Make
You	Tough	in	2023.”	There	are	several	instances	you	may	find	yourself	in	where	you’re	tempted	to	fudge	the	numbers.	Maybe	you’re	in	the	corporate	world	and	are	tempted	or	encouraged	to	share	the	data	in	such	a	way	that	will	cause	stockholders	to	believe	their	investments	are	more	secure	than	they	are.	Your	ethical	dilemma	may	be	whether	you
misinterpret	the	data	and	secure	your	career	or	share	the	true	numbers	and	risk	losing	your	job.	An	ethical	dilemma	example	of	misinterpreting	or	outright	lying	about	data	is	the	FTX	scandal	where	investors	lost	billions	of	dollars	on	the	digital	currency	platform	after	being	misled		by	founder	Sam	Bankman-Fried.		Let's	say	you're	selling	your	car	to
upgrade	to	a	newer	model.	Nothing	much	is	wrong	with	it,	so	you	fail	to	disclose	the	fact	that	it	has	trouble	starting	from	time	to	time;	or,	that	it	was	involved	in	an	accident.	Should	you	disclose	whatever	is	wrong	with	it	to	potential	buyers	or	do	you	consider	purchasing	a	used	car	to	be	a	‘buyer	beware'	situation?	Uphold	your	moral	standards	and
make	sure	you	aren’t	the	subject	of	someone’s	used	car	sales	gone	bad	story.	Your	relationship	has	gone	south	but	you're	still	considered	a	couple.	You	meet	someone	that,	well,	if	you	weren't	married…	But	you	are;	and	you	stood	before	an	entire	congregation	of	people	promising	fidelity	“til	death	do	us	part'.	A	few	years	have	passed	and	you	just
don't	have	the	same	romantic	feelings	anymore.	Whether	he's	changed	or	you've	changed	or	you've	both	changed,	you	can't	quite	put	your	finger	on	it.	Now,	you	feel	like	you'd	rather	get	out	than	stay	in.	Since	the	relationship	is	rocky,	can	you	justify	starting	a	new	relationship?	Or,	should	you	stay	faithful	and	risk	letting	the	potential	new	love	of	your
life	get	away?	Sometimes	a	person	will	cheat	on	their	significant	other	as	an	act	of	revenge	when	they	are	mad	at	each	other.	And	sometimes,	the	decision	to	cheat	ends	badly.	If	you've	made	the	decision	not	to	cheat,	try	solidifying	your	relationship	with	our	advice	on	relationships.		Usually,	if	someone	considers	lying,	whether	they	do	it	or	not,	it	goes
against	their	belief	system	and	in	their	heart	they	know	that	it's	wrong.	However,	whenever	the	truth	would	hurt	someone	you	love,	it	often	presents	a	gray	area	or	a	moral	dilemma.	There	have	been	instances	where	family	members	have	either	lied	or	withheld	the	truth	in	order	to	spare	the	feelings	of	a	sick	loved	one,	particularly	in	cases	of
Alzheimer's	patients.	It	would	be	more	beneficial	to	pursue	your	own	path	to	promotion	without	detracting	from	someone	else.		If	an	Alzheimer's	patient	asks	about	a	loved	one,	and	that	loved	one	is	deceased,	finding	out	about	their	death	all	over	again	can	cause	them	pain.	Because	of	that,	some	family	members	will	lie	to	spare	their	loved	one's
feelings.	Is	it	ever	compassionate	to	withhold	information	from	your	loved	one	with	Alzheimer's?	This	may	be	a	dilemma	you	should	discuss	with	your	family	members	to	help	make	your	own	personal	decision.	However,	make	sure	you	follow	your	own	moral	compass	rather	than	doing	what	others	wish	you	to	do.	Have	you	noticed	how	passionate
people	are	about	politics?	If	you	choose	to	share	your	political	leanings	online	or	in	person,	you	would	lose	followers,	friends,	and/or	family	members.	Some	people	weigh	the	options	and	decide	it's	not	worth	it	to	speak	what's	on	your	mind	and	lose	the	close	contact	of	others.	Some	say	it's	best	to	be	real,	to	be	authentic,	and	share	any	and	all	beliefs,
loud	and	proud.	Before	choosing	either	option,	weigh	your	options.	Which	choice	can	you	live	with?	Which	one	could	you	not	live	with?	No	matter	what	you	decide,	take	time	to	consider	the	consequences	of	each	choice	before	firmly	making	your	decision.	Then,	be	prepared	to	live	with	those	consequences.		If	you're	in	a	rush	and	you	pass	by	and	an
accident,	would	you	report	it?	Or	would	you	not,	knowing	that	the	next	person	that	passes	by	most	likely	would	call	the	authorities?	The	moral	dilemma	would	be:	risk	getting	to	your	meeting	late,	especially	if	you	have	to	give	an	account	of	what	happened	to	the	police;	or	risk	feeling	guilty	because	you	chose	not	to	stop	and	help	in	a	situation	and
caused	the	authorities	to	arrive	sooner	rather	than	later	or	even	too	late.	If	you're	struggling	about	whether	you	should	report	an	accident	as	a	witness,	put	yourself	in	the	shoes	of	those	affected	by	the	accident	to	discover	what	you	should	do	and	how	you	can	help.		It's	been	said	to	never	discuss	politics	or	religion.	Yet	there	comes	a	time	in	close
relationships	where	the	question	of	whether	to	share	what	your	beliefs	are	may	come	to	mind,	bringing	you	face	to	face	with	a	moral	dilemma.	If	you	know	the	person	you'll	be	sharing	with	has	beliefs	that	are	different	from	yours,	you	may	wonder	if	sharing	your	beliefs	will	push	them	away.	Withholding	the	information	as	you	grow	closer	in	a
relationship	may	cause	several	problems:	the	other	person	in	the	relationship	may	feel	you	haven't	been	as	open	and	honest	as	you	should	have	been,	or	you	may	feel	conflicted	as	you	want	to	share	but	are	hesitant	to	do	so.	However,	if	you	feel	a	kinship	with	a	person	on	a	spiritual	level,	you	may	consider	sharing	your	religious	views.	If	the	question	of
whether	you	should	share	your	religious	views	at	work	arises,	you	may	want	to	ask	yourself	why	you	would	consider	sharing.	While	there	are	employment	laws	against	discrimination	of	religion,	you	need	to	be	careful	not	to	proselytize,	which	is	to	try	to	convert	someone,	and	would	be	frowned	upon	in	the	workplace.		Being	less	than	truthful	with	your
boss	can	have	repercussions,	depending	on	the	lie.	The	moral	dilemma	you	may	face	may	be	whether	you	should	lie	about	your	experience	and	education,	which	could	easily	be	verified.	If	the	lie	is	less	impactful,	as	in,	you	call	in	sick	but	aren't,	you	are	less	likely	to	get	caught	in	the	lie.	In	employing	your	critical	thinking	skills	you	may	find	that	you
agree	its	fine	to	lie	to	your	boss	in	certain	situations.	However,	does	lying	to	your	boss	on	any	level	go	against	your	personal	moral	beliefs?	If	so,	that	will	create	your	moral	dilemma.		Let's	say	you	own	a	business,	and	it	has	come	to	your	attention	that	the	product	you've	shipped	and	sold	has	a	faulty	part.	What	would	you	do?	If	the	part's	faultiness
would	cause	harm	to	someone	using	the	product,	that's	a	serious	consideration.	If,	however,	the	faultiness	may	not	be	noticed	and	would	not	cause	harm,	that	may	cause	you	to	consider	not	recalling	the	product.	The	moral	dilemma	is	presented	as	you	determine	how	you	feel	about	not	making	the	product	right	and	looking	out	for	the	best	interests	of
your	customers.	There	is	also	the	legal	side	of	recalling	a	product.	You've	collaborated	on	a	project	at	work.	Your	team	members	have	given	valuable	input	that	has	drawn	attention	from	your	management	team.	You	know	this	recognition	could	move	you	closer	to	a	promotion.	Although	one	of	your	teammates	had	the	most	eye-catching	input,	should
you	claim	credit	for	it?	After	all,	it	was	a	team	effort,	and	you'd	really	like	that	promotion.	The	moral	dilemma	is	doing	what's	right	by	giving	your	teammates	the	credit	they	deserve,	which	would	preserve	your	working	relationship	or	risk	your	working	relationship	by	claiming	the	credit	for	yourself.	To	help	you	make	your	decision	ask	yourself
whether	taking	credit	for	someone	else's	work	is	ethical.	It	would	be	more	beneficial	to	pursue	your	own	path	to	promotion	without	detracting	from	someone	else.		When	you're	expecting	a	baby,	it's	generally	a	joyous	occasion.	If	you	find	out	your	baby	will	be	living	with	life-changing	challenges,	such	as	Down	syndrome,	you	may	find	you're	facing	a
moral	dilemma.	According	to	the	Centers	for	Disease	Control	(CDC),	the	life	expectancy	of	babies	with	Down	syndrome	increased	from	10-years-old	in	1960	to	47-years-old	in	2007.	It's	a	heavy	burden	to	carry	and	keep	a	secret	from	a	friend,	especially	if	you	feel	that	she	will	be	hurt	by	finding	out	the	truth.	While	there	are	additional	challenges
associated	with	a	child	with	Down	syndrome,	the	dilemma	basically	comes	down	to	the	question:	how	does	an	abortion	fit	into	your	moral	beliefs?	You	may	want	to	read	this	article	showcasing	three	families	struggling	with	the	moral	dilemma	of	aborting	a	Down	syndrome	child.		It's	a	heavy	burden	to	carry	and	keep	a	secret	from	a	friend,	especially	if
you	feel	that	she	will	be	hurt	by	finding	out	the	truth.	You	may	also	be	worried	about	how	the	information	you're	intending	to	share	will	be	received.	If	not	received	well,	you	could	lose	a	friend.	At	best,	it	would	likely	be	an	emotional	conversation.	Or	your	moral	dilemma	might	be:	should	you	speak	to	your	friend	about	the	situation	or	speak	to	her
husband	or	just	do	nothing?	No	matter	what	your	choice	is	according	to	your	moral	beliefs,	I	think	you	can	agree	this	is	a	sticky	situation.	If	you	do	decide	to	tell	your	friend,	do	it	with	finesse.	Many	people	work	in	office	settings	and	for	their	job	functions	to	be	fulfilled,	their	companies	supply	tools	they	need.	These	tools	may	be	something	as	simple
as	paper	clips	to	pens,	notebooks,	office	chairs,	and	computers.	The	moral	dilemma	becomes	when	you	question	whether	you	should	take	some	of	these	office	supplies	home	for	your	own	personal	use.	According	to	your	belief	system,	would	that	be	stealing	from	the	company	or	would	it	be	acceptable?	Would	it	matter	if	the	item	you'd	like	to	take	is	a
small	item	or	do	you	believe,	right	or	wrong,	any	item	would	carry	the	same	weight	in	your	decision?		While	ethical	dilemma	examples	may	go	from	two	difficult	choices,	to	almost	impossible	choices,	I'm	sure	you	and	I	can	agree	that	it	helps	to	arm	yourself	with	the	knowledge	of	how	others	have	faced	similar	situations.	In	reading	through	the	ethical
dilemma	examples	we've	provided,	you	may	have	found	a	pathway	to	your	own	answers.	When	making	your	choices,	it's	in	your	best	interest	to	keep	honesty,	integrity,	and	morality	paramount.		The	ability	to	weigh	each	choice	and	try	to	objectively	choose	for	the	greater	good	is	beneficial.	Your	critical	thinking	skills	will	come	into	play	and	possibly
be	challenged	when	making	difficult	choices.	As	you	can	see	from	the	examples	we've	provided	in	this	article,	some	moral	dilemmas	are	quite	difficult	and	the	answers	are	not	always	clear-cut	choices.		The	bottom	line	is	that	the	examples	detailed	in	this	article	may	help	you	in	making	decisions	as	they	arise	in	your	own	life,	especially	when	you	find
them	challenging.	A	good	starting	point	is	to	get	yourself	in	the	right	mindset,	consider	all	the	facts,	then	figure	out	whether	you	have	the	control	to	make	the	decision	needed	before	moving	forward.	Having	done	that,	once	you've	made	your	choice,	you'll	have	the	satisfaction	that	you've	chosen	wisely.	Ethical	issues	affect	every	part	of	life,	from
government	policies	to	everyday	decisions.	Some	of	these	problems	spark	heated	debates,	while	others	quietly	shape	our	world	without	much	public	attention.	Below	is	a	list	of	100	major	ethical	dilemmas	that	challenge	individuals,	businesses,	and	entire	nations.	1.	Human	Trafficking	Criminal	organizations	exploiting	individuals	for	forced	labor	or
illegal	activities.	2.	Censorship	and	Free	Speech	Suppression	Governments	and	corporations	silencing	dissenting	voices	in	the	name	of	security	or	policy.	3.	Weaponizing	AI	for	Unethical	Warfare	Developing	autonomous	lethal	weapons	with	no	human	oversight.	4.	Corporate	Monopolies	Large	companies	crushing	competition	and	limiting	consumer
choices.	5.	Organ	Trafficking	Illegal	trade	of	human	organs	leading	to	exploitation	and	unethical	medical	practices.	6.	Forced	Labor	&	Modern	Slavery	Global	companies	benefiting	from	unethical	labor	practices	in	developing	countries.	7.	Mass	Surveillance	Governments	monitoring	citizens	without	transparency	or	accountability.	8.	Political
Corruption	Governments	plagued	by	dishonesty,	favoritism,	and	misuse	of	public	funds.	9.	Insider	Trading	Executives	profiting	from	confidential	information	while	misleading	the	public.	10.	Data	Privacy	Violations	Tech	companies	harvesting	and	selling	personal	data	without	consent.	11.	Deepfake	Manipulation	False	digital	representations	of	people
used	for	fraud,	political	deception,	and	misinformation.	12.	Human	Experimentation	Without	Consent	Historical	and	modern	cases	of	unethical	medical	testing	on	unwilling	participants.	13.	Whistleblower	Persecution	Retaliation	against	individuals	exposing	corporate	or	government	misconduct.	14.	Fake	News	&	Disinformation	Spreading	false	or
misleading	information	to	influence	public	opinion.	15.	Media	Bias	&	Manipulation	News	organizations	prioritizing	political	agendas	over	objective	journalism.	16.	Corporate	Corruption	Companies	engaging	in	bribery,	embezzlement,	and	financial	fraud	for	profit.	17.	Euthanasia	&	Assisted	Suicide	Moral	debates	around	whether	individuals	have	the
right	to	end	their	lives	legally.	18.	Physician-Assisted	Death	in	Non-Terminal	Cases	Controversy	over	expanding	euthanasia	to	individuals	without	terminal	illnesses.	19.	Overprescription	of	Medication	Doctors	influenced	by	pharmaceutical	companies	to	prescribe	unnecessary	drugs.	20.	Wage	Theft	Employers	refusing	to	pay	fair	wages,	cutting	hours,
or	abusing	labor	laws.	21.	Genetic	Modification	in	Humans	The	ethics	of	altering	DNA	for	intelligence,	strength,	or	disease	resistance.	22.	Cloning	Ethics	Moral	implications	of	cloning	humans	or	animals	for	scientific	or	personal	use.	23.	Animal	Testing	for	Cosmetics	and	Medicine	Controversy	over	using	animals	for	scientific	experiments.	24.	Drug
Price	Gouging	Pharmaceutical	companies	inflating	medication	costs	beyond	affordability.	25.	Sweatshop	Conditions	Major	brands	sourcing	products	from	factories	with	inhumane	working	environments.	26.	Child	Exploitation	in	Entertainment	Unethical	treatment	of	child	actors,	influencers,	and	performers	for	profit.	27.	Consumer	Data	Exploitation
Big	tech	profiting	from	tracking,	storing,	and	selling	user	behavior	patterns.	28.	Social	Media	Addiction	Engineering	Deliberate	design	of	platforms	to	maximize	screen	time	and	addiction.	29.	Algorithmic	Bias	AI	systems	discriminating	against	certain	groups	in	hiring,	policing,	or	banking.	30.	Unfair	Loan	Practices	Banks	preying	on	vulnerable	people
with	high-interest	loans	and	hidden	fees.	31.	Payday	Loan	Exploitation	Predatory	lending	targeting	the	financially	desperate.	32.	Organizing	Fake	Charities	Fraudulent	organizations	exploiting	donations	meant	for	real	causes.	33.	Patent	Trolls	Companies	patenting	vague	ideas	just	to	sue	businesses	for	profit.	34.	Price	Fixing	Companies	secretly
colluding	to	keep	prices	high	and	limit	consumer	choice.	35.	False	Advertising	Misleading	claims	about	products	and	services	to	manipulate	consumer	purchases.	36.	Medical	Malpractice	Cover-Ups	Hospitals	hiding	mistakes	that	cost	patients	their	health	or	lives.	37.	Forced	Sterilization	Governments	and	medical	institutions	sterilizing	individuals
without	consent.	38.	Secret	Government	Projects	Unethical	military	or	intelligence	operations	hidden	from	the	public.	39.	Unfair	Legal	Representation	for	the	Poor	The	justice	system	favoring	the	wealthy	while	neglecting	underprivileged	defendants.	40.	Police	Brutality	&	Corruption	Law	enforcement	abusing	power	without	accountability.	41.
Corporate	Environmental	Lies	(Greenwashing)	Firms	pretending	to	be	eco-friendly	while	engaging	in	harmful	practices.	42.	False	Scientific	Research	Fabricated	studies	used	to	push	political,	financial,	or	ideological	agendas.	43.	Cyberbullying	&	Online	Harassment	The	moral	responsibility	of	platforms	to	regulate	harmful	digital	behavior.	44.	Public
Shaming	Culture	The	rise	of	social	media	“cancel	culture”	destroying	reputations	without	due	process.	45.	War	Profiteering	Defense	contractors	benefiting	from	prolonged	military	conflicts.	46.	Government	Surveillance	of	Journalists	Targeting	reporters	to	suppress	information	from	the	public.	47.	Manipulating	Stock	Markets	Hedge	funds	and
corporations	rigging	the	financial	system	for	profit.	48.	Overuse	of	Prisons	for	Non-Violent	Offenses	The	ethical	debate	on	mass	incarceration	for	minor	crimes.	49.	Deepfake	Pornography	Fake	explicit	content	used	for	blackmail	and	reputation	destruction.	50.	Human	Rights	Violations	in	Prisons	Inhumane	treatment	of	inmates	in	correctional	facilities.
51.	Censorship	of	Scientific	Research	Political	or	corporate	agendas	silencing	inconvenient	scientific	findings.	52.	Ethical	Issues	with	DNA	Testing	Services	Companies	misusing	genetic	data	for	financial	gain	or	law	enforcement.	53.	Destruction	of	Historical	Artifacts	for	Profit	Smuggling	and	selling	irreplaceable	cultural	heritage.	54.	Gambling
Industry	Targeting	Addicts	Casinos	and	betting	companies	exploiting	compulsive	gamblers.	55.	Workplace	Discrimination	Beyond	Protected	Classes	Ethical	concerns	over	favoritism,	nepotism,	and	personal	bias	in	hiring.	56.	Fake	Job	Listings	for	Data	Collection	Companies	posting	fake	jobs	just	to	gather	applicant	data.	57.	Artificial	Scarcity	in	Digital
Goods	Gaming	companies	selling	digital	items	with	fake	“limited	availability.”	58.	Exploiting	Legal	Loopholes	for	Profit	Corporations	and	individuals	finding	unethical	ways	to	bypass	laws.	59.	Hospitals	Refusing	Treatment	Based	on	Payment	Ability	Ethical	debates	about	denying	life-saving	care	due	to	financial	status.	60.	Psychological	Experiments
Without	Consent	Large-scale	social	studies	manipulating	human	behavior	without	approval.	61.	Artificially	Induced	Drug	Shortages	Pharmaceutical	companies	deliberately	limiting	supply	to	inflate	prices.	62.	Child	Labor	in	Manufacturing	Major	brands	secretly	relying	on	underage	workers	in	poor	conditions.	63.	Medical	Debt	Exploitation	Healthcare
institutions	driving	patients	into	bankruptcy	over	essential	treatments.	64.	Secretive	Military	Drone	Strikes	The	ethical	dilemma	of	remote-controlled	warfare	without	public	accountability.	65.	Human	Rights	Abuses	in	Prisons	Torture,	overcrowding,	and	forced	labor	in	correctional	facilities	worldwide.	66.	Deepfake	Political	Campaigns	Fake	AI-
generated	videos	misleading	voters	with	fabricated	speeches	or	actions.	67.	Employers	Exploiting	Unpaid	Internships	Companies	benefiting	from	free	labor	under	the	guise	of	“experience-building.”	68.	Selling	Customer	Data	to	Third	Parties	Businesses	profiting	from	personal	information	without	user	knowledge.	69.	Selling	Expired	or	Unsafe
Medications	Pharmacies	and	black-market	distributors	knowingly	selling	harmful	drugs.	70.	Exploitation	of	Migrant	Workers	Industries	underpaying	and	mistreating	foreign	laborers.	71.	Ethnic	&	Religious	Persecution	for	Political	Gain	Governments	suppressing	specific	groups	to	maintain	power.	72.	Manipulating	Public	Sentiment	with	Bots	&	Fake
Accounts	Social	media	campaigns	using	artificial	engagement	to	push	political	or	corporate	agendas.	73.	Criminalizing	Homelessness	Laws	making	it	illegal	to	sleep	in	public	places	without	addressing	root	causes.	74.	Overcriminalization	of	Mental	Illness	Jailing	individuals	with	mental	disorders	instead	of	providing	medical	care.	75.	Destruction	of
Indigenous	Lands	for	Profit	Corporations	and	governments	prioritizing	economic	gain	over	indigenous	rights.	76.	Copyright	Abuse	by	Large	Corporations	Big	media	companies	suing	individuals	for	minor	copyright	violations.	77.	Predatory	MLM	Schemes	Pyramid-like	marketing	systems	tricking	people	into	financial	ruin.	78.	Casino-Style	Gambling	in
Video	Games	Loot	boxes	and	pay-to-win	mechanics	exploiting	vulnerable	players.	79.	Overworking	Employees	Without	Fair	Compensation	Companies	demanding	extreme	work	hours	without	adequate	pay	or	benefits.	80.	Toxic	Workplace	Environments	Systemic	harassment,	bullying,	and	discrimination	in	corporate	culture.	81.	Biased	Hiring
Algorithms	AI-based	recruitment	tools	favoring	certain	groups	while	filtering	out	others	unfairly.	82.	Exploitation	of	Disaster	Victims	Corporations	profiting	from	natural	disasters	by	price	gouging	essentials.	83.	Selling	Fake	or	Dangerous	Medical	Treatments	Snake	oil	salesmen	profiting	from	pseudoscientific	health	products.	84.	Mass	Layoffs	Without
Warning	Companies	firing	employees	en	masse	while	executives	collect	bonuses.	85.	Dangerous	Stunts	for	Social	Media	Clout	Platforms	rewarding	unethical	and	life-threatening	behavior	with	views	and	monetization.	86.	False	or	Misleading	Political	Promises	Leaders	making	grand	promises	they	never	intend	to	keep.	87.	Abusing	Tax	Havens
Corporations	shifting	profits	offshore	to	avoid	paying	taxes.	88.	Militarization	of	Law	Enforcement	Police	departments	acquiring	military-grade	weapons	for	civilian	use.	89.	Hiding	Evidence	of	Harmful	Products	Companies	suppressing	research	showing	their	products	cause	harm.	90.	Privatization	of	Essential	Public	Services	Selling	off	critical
infrastructure	(water,	electricity,	healthcare)	to	private	corporations	at	the	expense	of	citizens.	91.	Exploitation	of	Elderly	in	Nursing	Homes	Care	facilities	mistreating,	overcharging,	or	neglecting	seniors.	92.	Psychological	Manipulation	in	Advertising	Ads	designed	to	exploit	insecurities	and	emotions	for	profit.	93.	Ticket	Scalping	Bots	Automated
programs	buying	out	event	tickets	to	resell	at	inflated	prices.	94.	Media	Cover-Ups	of	Major	Scandals	News	organizations	withholding	information	to	protect	powerful	figures.	95.	Businesses	Profiting	from	War	and	Conflict	Arms	manufacturers	benefiting	from	prolonged	wars	and	instability.	96.	Ethically	Dubious	Human-Animal	Genetic	Experiments
Scientific	projects	blurring	ethical	boundaries	in	genetic	modifications.	97.	Fake	Online	Reviews	Companies	manipulating	public	perception	by	fabricating	product	ratings.	98.	Mandatory	Arbitration	Clauses	Forcing	consumers	to	waive	their	legal	rights	in	corporate	contracts.	99.	Exploitation	of	Creative	Professionals	Artists,	musicians,	and	writers
being	underpaid	while	companies	profit	from	their	work.	100.	Unethical	AI	Development	Artificial	intelligence	being	used	to	manipulate,	deceive,	or	replace	human	jobs	unfairly.	The	corporate	world	has	grown	and	advanced	by	leaps	and	bounds	to	reach	its	present	state.	However,	most	enterprises	still	fail	to	address	and	alleviate	ethical	issues	in
workplace.	Occurrences	like	sexual	harassment	or	cyberbullying	are	among	the	common	ethical	issues	in	business	that	organizations	need	to	curtail	with	greater	precision	and	intent.	In	fact,	while	businesses	are	more	concerned	about	profitability	and	reputation,	ethics	often	get	neglected.Table	of	ContentsTo	add,	due	to	the	lack	of	intent	or
knowledge,	many	companies	fail	to	identify	and	resolve	the	ethical	issues	that	exist	in	their	work	cultures	or	operations.	To	substantiate,	as	per	the	LRN	Report,	only	49%	of	the	companies	give	high	priority	to	their	ethics	and	compliance	programs	in	order	to	be	more	ethical	and	righteous.	To	delve	deeper,	this	article	will	define	some	of	the	major
ethical	issues	in	workplace	with	examples	along	with	the	steps	that	need	to	be	taken	to	alleviate	such	problems.Complete	list	of	top	9	ethical	issues	in	a	workplaceEthical	Issue	-	4With	the	advancement	in	technology,	humans	have	availed	many	benefits.	On	the	other	hand,	technology	also	gave	birth	to	a	problem	of	breach	of	privacy	by	making	private
information	accessible	easily.	This	blog	will	effectively	cover	detailed	information	about	breaches	of	privacy	and	different	measures	to	avoid	them.Resources	Published:	Jan	1,	2025written	by	Viktoriya	Sus,	MA	Philosophy	As	we	navigate	the	21st	century,	ethical	dilemmas	are	more	frequent—and	trickier—than	ever.	With	technology	advancing	at
breakneck	speed	and	society	undergoing	seismic	shifts,	difficult	moral	quandaries	crop	up	nearly	every	day	for	people	and	businesses	alike.	In	this	piece,	we’ll	examine	some	of	the	most	common	modern-day	ethical	dilemmas	that	are	helping	to	define	our	world.	So,	what	are	the	most	common	ethical	dilemmas?	What	Is	an	Ethical	Dilemma?	The	Oath
of	the	Horatii,	Jacques-Louis	David,	1784-85.	Source:	Wikimedia	Commons	An	ethical	dilemma	is	a	situation	that	can	be	difficult	to	navigate	because	it	involves	a	clash	between	one’s	morals	and	something	else.	It’s	like	when	you	come	to	a	fork	in	the	road	and	decide	which	way	to	go,	except	each	path	is	based	on	different	values	or	principles.	Here’s
an	example	from	everyday	life:	say	you	discover	a	wallet	stuffed	with	cash.	One	option	would	be	to	be	honest	and	return	the	wallet	as-is—this	aligns	with	honesty	being	important	(also	known	as	a	moral	imperative).	But	there’s	another	path	influenced	by	necessity:	keeping	the	money	because	you’re	going	through	financial	hardship.	This	path	draws
on	self-preservation	(looking	out	for	yourself)	or	providing	for	your	family	(caring	for	them).	This	leads	to	two	significant	ideas	in	philosophy.	Consequentialism	is	the	first,	which	judges	the	morality	of	an	act	by	its	consequences	(such	as	using	money	you’ve	found	to	buy	food	for	yourself	or	your	family).	Deontology	is	the	second,	which	looks	at	whether
an	action	is	right	or	wrong	in	and	of	itself	(giving	back	the	wallet	because	it’s	what	you	should	do).	In	the	21st	century,	many	ethical	dilemmas	require	us	to	think	about	our	actions	not	just	in	terms	of	legal	rights	and	wrongs	but	on	a	more	nuanced	moral	level—often	posing	the	question:	What	kind	of	person	do	I	want	to	be?	1.	The	Paradox	of
Technological	Progress	Men	of	the	Docks,	George	Bellows,	1912.	Source:	The	National	Gallery	The	paradox	of	technological	progress	is	like	a	double-edged	sword—the	very	innovations	that	can	unlock	doors	to	knowledge	and	freedom	can	also	lock	us	into	new	forms	of	dependency	and	even	peril.	This	paradox	stems	from	technology’s	non-neutrality,
meaning	tech	isn’t	just	a	tool	that	obediently	does	our	bidding.	It	can	shape	our	lives	in	ways	we	didn’t	anticipate.	Consider	our	smartphones,	for	example.	They’re	amazing,	right?	We	carry	all	of	human	knowledge	in	our	pockets	and	can	instantly	connect	with	someone	across	the	globe.	That’s	a	big	checkmark	for	human	progress!	But	then,	there’s	the
flip	side.	These	devices	can	also	lead	to	addiction,	the	spread	of	misinformation,	and	eroding	interpersonal	connections—the	very	challenges	to	the	ideals	of	progress.	From	a	philosophical	perspective,	we	encounter	thinkers	such	as	Martin	Heidegger,	who	posited	that	technology	is	not	merely	about	gadgets;	it	is	a	mode	of	comprehending	the	world
that	can	confine	us	to	only	what	can	be	quantified	and	exploited.	We	also	consider	Marshall	McLuhan,	who	famously	declared,	“The	medium	is	the	message.”	In	addition	to	carrying	information,	technology	shapes	how	we	converse	and	reflect.	This	paradox	suggests	that	while	technology	extends	our	capacities,	it	may	amplify	both	our	finest	qualities—
including	inventiveness	and	sociability—and	darker	ones	like	greed	or	isolation.	The	challenge	lies	in	charting	an	intelligent	course	amid	these	currents:	guiding	our	vessel	of	innovation	by	true	north	so	humanity	profits	genuinely	from	progress.	2.	Globalization	and	Ethical	Pluralism	The	Tower	of	Babel,	Pieter	Bruegel	I,	ca.	1565.	Source:	Museum
Boijmans	van	Beuningen	Imagine	a	global	potluck	dinner	where	each	country	brings	its	own	dish—its	ethical	frameworks,	often	handed	down	through	generations	like	treasured	recipes.	But	now	we’re	all	eating	together.	Thanks	to	globalization,	at	times,	the	flavors	clash.	This	is	ethical	pluralism:	how,	in	our	interconnected	world,	different	systems
can	rub	up	against	one	another.	One	approach	might	be,	“When	in	Rome,	do	as	the	Romans	do.”	This	is	cultural	relativism—the	belief	that	right	and	wrong	are	specific	to	one’s	culture.	But	what	if	something	in	one	culture	really	offends	those	from	another?	Take	fur:	many	people	see	wearing	it	as	perfectly	fine	and	traditional.	Plenty	of	others	think	it’s
an	appalling	way	to	treat	animals	well.	Then	there’s	the	other	side—universal	moral	standards.	Think	of	them	as	the	basic	dining	etiquette	rules	that	everyone	is	expected	to	follow,	no	matter	what’s	on	their	plate.	These	include	human	rights	that	many	argue	should	be	respected	universally,	like	freedom	from	torture.	Navigating	this	global	potluck
requires	tolerance	and	understanding.	It’s	about	enjoying	the	diverse	ethical	dishes	while	agreeing	not	to	put	anything	harmful	on	the	table.	It’s	not	just	about	being	polite.	It	is	a	philosophical	necessity	to	live	together	peacefully.	So	whether	you’re	dishing	out	freedom	fries	or	serving	up	a	helping	of	nonviolence,	both	open	minds	and	respectful	hearts
are	needed	at	ethics’	global	feast!	3.	The	Morality	of	Artificial	Intelligence	and	Consciousness	Pandora,	John	William	Waterhouse,	1896.	Source:	Wikimedia	Commons	Envision	this:	you’re	having	a	conversation	with	an	artificial	intelligence	(AI)	that’s	so	advanced	it	appears	to	comprehend	your	emotions	and	may	even	express	empathy.	Do	these	AI
systems	possess	consciousness?	If	they	do,	what	ethical	responsibilities	do	we	have	towards	them?	This	is	at	the	core	of	the	moral	maze	surrounding	artificial	intelligence	and	consciousness.	It	is	no	longer	pure	science	fiction	to	imagine	machines	behaving	like	they	are	thinking	for	themselves,	which	raises	some	real	questions.	If	an	AI	can	learn	from
experience,	make	choices	based	on	those	experiences,	and	perhaps	even	suffer	for	them,	shouldn’t	we	consider	it	a	mind—or	at	least	part	of	one?	The	idea	that	robots	might	one	day	have	rights	may	sound	like	something	from	a	futuristic	TV	show	or	book,	but	some	philosophers	are	already	starting	to	wonder	whether	we	ought	to	take	it	seriously.	The
responsibility	for	creating	such	AIs	is	enormous.	It’s	as	if	you	were	parenting	in	digital	form	because	what	your	creation	does	has	implications	across	society.	Philosophers	like	Immanuel	Kant	say	that	with	autonomy	comes	moral	agency:	the	ability	to	choose	right	or	wrong.	But	can	or	should	this	apply	to	AI?	This	debate	isn’t	just	about	technology;	it’s
a	deep	dive	into	what	makes	someone—or	something—count	as	a	“person”	with	moral	worth.	Traditionally,	we’ve	thought	of	personhood	as	being	tied	to	being	human.	But	advanced	AI	challenges	that	idea:	it	stretches	our	ethical	horizons	into	unknowns.	This	is	a	philosophical	journey	that’s	only	just	beginning—we’re	entering	uncharted	territory	as
we	move	towards	a	future	where	the	line	between	human	and	machine	blurs	ever	more.	4.	Bioethics	and	the	Redefinition	of	Life	An	Experiment	on	a	Bird	in	the	Air	Pump,	Joseph	Wright	of	Derby,	1768.	Source:	The	National	Gallery	Bioethics	is	similar	to	a	referee	in	a	game	between	biology	and	ethics.	For	example,	when	it	comes	to	genetics	and
human	enhancement,	we’re	not	just	talking	about	picking	what	color	eyes	your	baby	has.	It	could	be	possible	to	edit	their	genes	so	they	don’t	get	certain	diseases.	That	sounds	good.	But	what	if,	in	the	future,	people	start	using	this	technology	to	make	humans	stronger	or	smarter?	It	would	be	like	playing	God.	Genetically	modified	organisms	(GMOs)
are	another	example	of	how	biology	gets	tricky.	These	crops	aren’t	just	things	you’d	find	in	science	fiction	anymore—they	exist!	And	with	them	come	questions	about	safety	(are	we	sure	about	this?)	and	whether	something	being	unnatural	should	count	against	it,	too.	Should	we	edit	an	unborn	child’s	genes	so	that	they	don’t	develop	diseases	later	on
in	life?	Most	people	would	say	yes!	But	what	if	those	same	edits	also	mean	our	kids	grow	taller	or	have	better	memories—is	that	going	too	far?	Then,	there	is	the	discussion	about	two	of	life’s	greatest	hallmarks:	birth	and	death.	We’re	using	technology	to	go	further	with	both.	We	can	keep	a	body	alive	longer	than	ever,	but	when	does	the	quality	of	life
become	less	important	than	simply	being	alive?	It	is	a	philosophical	question	about	the	value	of	life	versus	living	well,	which	Aristotle	called	“eudaimonia”	or	human	flourishing.	In	bioethics,	every	new	development	is	like	opening	Pandora’s	Box	because	it	brings	with	it	a	whole	set	of	moral	conundrums:	just	because	we	can	do	something,	does	that
mean	we	should?	5.	Social	Justice	and	Redistribution	in	a	Digital	Economy	The	Stonebreakers,	Gustave	Courbet,	1849.	Source:	Wikimedia	Commons	In	an	online	marketplace,	new	companies	can	become	extremely	valuable	very	quickly.	But	does	this	mean	that	profits	are	made	fairly?	Some	people	make	huge	amounts	of	money	from	the	Internet,
while	others	don’t	make	any	at	all.	This	difference	has	led	to	much	debate	about	social	justice:	whether	wealth	should	be	shared	more	fairly	in	society.	Think	about	playing	Monopoly:	one	player	starts	with	lots	of	expensive	property.	Another	can’t	even	afford	to	buy	one	cheap	place.	That’s	how	it	works	in	our	digital	economy!	Some	people	say	we
should	take	from	the	haves	online	and	help	the	have-nots	offline—just	like	Robin	Hood.	They	want	to	make	sure	everyone	has	the	same	chance	as	each	other	to	succeed.	This	is	called	redistribution.	It’s	an	old	idea	supported	by	new	theories	such	as	John	Rawls’	“veil	of	ignorance”	(not	knowing	where	you	would	end	up	in	society).	On	the	other	hand,
there	is	an	argument	in	favor	of	meritocracy	–	the	belief	that	you	should	get	out	what	you	put	in,	or	as	applied	to	the	digital	world,	what	you	code.	The	worry	is	that	too	much	redistribution	could	stifle	Silicon	Valley’s	entrepreneurial	spirit.	Egalitarianism—equality	for	all—vies	with	meritocracy:	rule	by	the	deserving.	This	ethical	debate	raises
questions	about	fairness,	desert,	and	the	kind	of	digital	society	we	want	to	see	emerge.	It’s	a	philosophical	hard	drive	worth	of	ideas	about	how	to	rebalance	justice	when	technology	has	changed	the	rules.	6.	Freedom	of	Expression	in	an	Era	of	Cancel	Culture	Liberty	Leading	the	People,	Eugène	Delacroix,	1830.	Source:	Wikimedia	Commons	In	today’s
world,	where	social	media	can	spread	information	faster	than	the	speed	of	sound,	we’re	still	grappling	with	an	ancient	question:	how	do	we	balance	freedom	of	expression	with	the	potential	consequences	of	what	we	say?	One	way	this	debate	is	playing	out	is	through	“cancel	culture.”	It	is	the	idea	that	there’s	now	a	social	equivalent	to	being	shouted
down	if	enough	people	don’t	like	what	you’re	saying.	Think	of	yourself	in	a	virtual	town	hall	meeting	with	a	microphone:	You	can	say	whatever	you	like.	Thinkers	such	as	John	Stuart	Mill	defended	this,	seeing	immense	value—perhaps	even	society-changing	truth—in	allowing	every	voice	(even	those	others	find	annoying	or	worse)	to	speak	freely.	But
what	if	your	words	are	like	a	match	tossed	into	dry	grass,	capable	of	causing	real	harm?	Things	get	ethically	tricky	here:	how	to	weigh	society’s	need	for	robust	discussion	against	individuals’	rights	not	to	be	harmed	by	lies	or	abuse.	The	philosophical	conundrum	becomes	more	complex	when	we	contemplate	whether	there	ought	to	be	any	restrictions
on	speech	at	all.	Should	we	put	up	with	the	intolerant?	Karl	Popper	argued	that	if	a	society	is	too	open-minded—if	it	tolerates	absolutely	everything—then	its	openness	will	ultimately	be	destroyed	by	those	who	are	themselves	intolerant.	Freedom	of	speech	isn’t	just	about	having	the	right	to	say	anything.	It’s	also	about	being	heard	and	society
collectively	deciding	what	can	and	can’t	be	said.	So,	What	Ethical	Dilemmas	Are	We	Facing	Today?	The	Fountain	of	Youth,	Lucas	Cranach	the	Elder,	1546.	Source:	The	Web	Gallery	of	Art	Today’s	world	is	full	of	ethical	dilemmas.	We	are	unsure	whether	it	is	right	to	make	AI	that	might	be	conscious	if	technology	makes	us	better	or	magnifies	our	flaws,
and	which	set	of	moral	codes	we	should	apply	in	a	globalized	culture.	When	it	comes	to	biotech,	how	much	should	we	try	to	play	God	rather	than	innovate?	The	digital	economy	has	also	raised	new	questions	about	fairness	itself	because	it	has	led	to	unequal	wealth	distribution—another	area	for	which	we	may	need	a	fairer	system.	One	backdrop	to	all
these	points	is	that	as	cancel	culture	grows,	at	what	point	does	free	speech	become	damaged	goods?	These	aren’t	just	theoretical	questions.	They’re	real	problems—each	requiring	a	combination	of	good	judgment,	kindness,	and	serious	thought.


