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Please wait while we attempt to authenticate you... Middle range theories were introduced by Robert K. Merton to make scientific research more practical and focused. Instead of trying to explain everything broadly, like grand theories, or only looking at small details, these theories focus on specific topics that can be tested and understood. They help
connect general ideas to real-life situations, making it easier for researchers to study and solve everyday problems. First used in sociology, middle range theories have since been applied in areas like healthcare and education to understand patterns and predict outcomes in specific situations. A simple example of a middle range theory is the idea that
people are more likely to recycle if they have easy access to recycling bins. This theory focuses on one specific behavior—recycling—and connects it to a practical factor, like convenience. It doesn’t try to explain all human behaviors or the entire environmental movement, but it helps researchers and communities figure out how to encourage recycling
in everyday life. Now, that’s an oversimplification of middle range theory but to get an idea its important to focus on extremes. Middle range theories were developed by Robert K. Merton in the mid-20th century as part of his effort to address the limitations of grand, overarching theories and overly specific empirical studies in sociology. At the time,
sociology was grappling with two extremes: highly abstract theories that attempted to explain all aspects of human behavior and highly localized studies that lacked broader application. Merton saw the need for a middle ground—a way to connect theory with empirical research in a practical, testable manner. This approach was shaped by the growing
emphasis on scientific rigor and the demand for research that could address real-world social issues. Merton was engaged in several important works when he introduced middle range theories. He was exploring the sociology of science, including how scientific norms and practices influence research and discovery. His famous work on the “normative
structure of science” outlined principles like communalism and organized skepticism, which are still foundational to understanding scientific behavior today. Additionally, he was examining the social consequences of technological innovations and the unintended outcomes of social actions, which reflected his interest in linking theory with observable
phenomena. Merton’s middle range theories were initially met with mixed reactions. Some social scientists appreciated their practicality and saw them as a way to make sociology more empirical and actionable. Others criticized them for being too limited in scope compared to grand theories. Despite this, middle range theories gained traction as they
provided a framework for solving specific problems while maintaining theoretical depth. Among Merton’s own middle range theories were several that became highly influential. For example, his theory of reference groups explained how individuals evaluate themselves by comparing themselves to specific groups, influencing their attitudes and
behaviors. Another was the self-fulfilling prophecy, which described how a belief or expectation could bring about the very result it predicted. His strain theory of deviance explored how societal pressures can lead individuals to commit deviant acts when they lack the means to achieve culturally accepted goals. These theories exemplified Merton’s
ability to connect abstract ideas with real-world phenomena, demonstrating the practical power of middle range theories. What are middle range theories?Middle range theories are specific, testable frameworks that bridge the gap between broad, abstract theories and detailed empirical studies. They focus on particular aspects of human behavior or
social phenomena, making them practical for real-world application. Who developed middle range theories?Middle range theories were developed by sociologist Robert K. Merton in the mid-20th century to address the limitations of overly broad and narrow theories in social science research. Why are middle range theories important in social science?
Middle range theories provide a balance between abstract, grand theories and specific empirical studies. They are essential because they offer practical insights into social phenomena and can be tested with real-world data, making them more applicable to research and policy. How do middle range theories differ from grand theories?Grand theories
aim to explain all aspects of human behavior or society, often in very broad terms. Middle range theories, on the other hand, focus on specific, testable concepts and are more focused on practical, observable phenomena. Can middle range theories be applied to all disciplines?While middle range theories originated in sociology, they have been
successfully applied in other disciplines such as psychology, healthcare, education, and management to study specific, real-world issues. What are some examples of middle range theories by Robert K. Merton?Some notable middle range theories by Merton include the self-fulfilling prophecy, which explains how expectations can influence outcomes,
and strain theory, which addresses how societal pressures lead individuals to deviance when they cannot achieve cultural goals. What is the significance of middle range theories in modern research?Middle range theories are widely used in modern research because they offer a practical way to explore specific aspects of human behavior and social
phenomena, making them valuable for testing hypotheses and informing policy decisions. How are middle range theories tested?Middle range theories are tested through empirical research that focuses on specific, observable variables. Researchers collect data through experiments, surveys, or case studies to confirm or challenge the validity of the
theory. Can middle range theories be expanded into broader theories?While middle range theories are focused on specific areas, they can sometimes serve as building blocks for developing broader, more comprehensive theories once enough evidence has been gathered to support generalizations. What are the limitations of middle range theories?
Although middle range theories are practical and testable, they may not always capture the complexity of larger social or cultural systems. They are designed to address specific questions and may not provide a complete explanation of a broad phenomenon. Asimov, I. Asimov’s Biographical Encyclopedia of Science and Technology. Garden City:
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located just minutes from Panglao’s pristine beaches. For inquiries, visit us:Facebook Page: Belle’s Residences - Panglao Vacation HomesWebsite: Belle’s Residences - PanglaoBOOK NOW VIA AIRBNB Robert K. Merton’'s middle-range theory is a hallmark of his sociological work, representing a pragmatic and methodological shift in the field of
sociology. Developed as a response to the polarized debates between grand theoretical frameworks and purely empirical research, Merton’s middle-range theory offered a balanced approach that emphasized building theories grounded in observable phenomena while avoiding overly abstract generalizations. This concept has profoundly influenced
sociology and social science research, providing a structured pathway for bridging abstract ideas with practical applications. This narrative explores the development of middle-range theory, its core principles, its contrast with other theoretical approaches, and its enduring impact on sociology. The Development of Middle-Range Theory Middle-range
theory emerged from Merton’s critique of two dominant trends in mid-20th-century sociology: grand theories, like those of Talcott Parsons, and narrow empirical studies devoid of theoretical underpinnings. Grand theories aimed to provide all-encompassing explanations for human behavior and social systems. While ambitious, they often lacked
empirical specificity and practical application. On the other hand, purely empirical studies offered detailed observations but failed to contribute to broader theoretical understanding. In his influential work Social Theory and Social Structure (1949), Merton argued that sociology required a different kind of theoretical framework—one that neither
aimed to explain everything nor restricted itself to isolated phenomena. Middle-range theories were his solution. These theories are intermediate in scope, focusing on specific aspects of social behavior or institutions while remaining empirically testable and flexible. Defining Middle-Range Theory Merton described middle-range theory as: “theories
that lie between the minor but necessary working hypotheses that evolve in abundance during day-to-day research and the all-inclusive systematic efforts to develop a unified theory that will explain all the observed uniformities of social behavior, social organization, and social change.” Middle-range theories are designed to explain particular aspects
of society rather than attempting to create a universal explanation for all social phenomena. They are rooted in empirical data, making them more adaptable and relevant to the complexities of real-world contexts. Core Principles of Middle-Range Theory Merton’s middle-range theory is guided by several core principles that distinguish it from other
sociological approaches: Focus on Specific Phenomena. Middle-range theories address particular aspects of social life, such as deviance, social mobility, or organizational behavior. For example, Merton’s theory of the self-fulfilling prophecy and his analysis of manifest and latent functions are both middle-range theories that examine specific
mechanisms within broader social systems. Empirical Grounding. Middle-range theories are built on observable and measurable phenomena. They rely on data collection and empirical validation, ensuring that theoretical claims are supported by evidence. Connection Between Theory and Research. Middle-range theories emphasize the reciprocal
relationship between theory and research. Theories guide the formulation of research questions, while research findings refine and expand theoretical frameworks. Avoidance of Grandiosity. Unlike grand theories, middle-range theories do not attempt to provide overarching explanations for all aspects of human behavior. Instead, they focus on
manageable and specific aspects of society, allowing for greater precision and practical utility. Flexibility and Modularity. Middle-range theories are adaptable and can be integrated with other theories. This modularity enables sociologists to build a cumulative understanding of social phenomena over time. Middle-Range Theory in Action Merton’s
own work provides numerous examples of middle-range theories that illustrate the principles outlined above: Theories of Deviance. Merton’s strain theory is a middle-range theory that examines how societal structures influence deviant behavior. It posits that individuals experience strain when there is a disconnect between cultural goals (such as
wealth or success) and the legitimate means available to achieve them. This theory provides a specific framework for understanding deviance within a broader context of social inequality and cultural expectations. Manifest and Latent Functions. The distinction between manifest and latent functions is another example of a middle-range theory. By
differentiating between the intended and unintended consequences of social actions, Merton provided a tool for analyzing the complexities of social institutions and behaviors. Reference Groups. Merton’s concept of reference groups explores how individuals evaluate themselves based on the standards and values of specific social groups. This middle-
range theory offers insights into social identity, motivation, and behavior. Contrasting Middle-Range Theory with Other Approaches Merton’s middle-range theory stands in contrast to both grand theoretical frameworks and narrowly focused empirical studies. Understanding these distinctions helps clarify the significance of his contribution: Middle-
Range Theory vs. Grand Theory. Grand theories, such as those proposed by Talcott Parsons in his structural-functionalism, aim to create universal explanations for all aspects of social life. While intellectually ambitious, these theories often struggle with empirical applicability and practical relevance. Middle-range theories, in contrast, are more
modest in scope and focus on specific phenomena that can be empirically tested. Middle-Range Theory vs. Empirical Research. Empirical research often involves detailed observations and data collection without necessarily contributing to broader theoretical understanding. Middle-range theories bridge the gap between data and theory, ensuring that
research findings are integrated into a coherent explanatory framework. Middle-Range Theory and Sociological Pragmatism. Middle-range theory reflects a pragmatic approach to sociology. It acknowledges the complexity of social life and avoids the extremes of overgeneralization or excessive particularism. This balance makes middle-range theory
particularly useful for addressing contemporary social problems. Critiques and Limitations While Merton’s middle-range theory has been widely acclaimed, it is not without critiques: Fragmentation of Knowledge. Some critics argue that middle-range theories, by focusing on specific phenomena, risk creating a fragmented understanding of society.
Without overarching frameworks, it may be difficult to integrate these theories into a cohesive picture of social life. Reluctance to Address Macro-Level Issues. Middle-range theories tend to focus on micro- or meso-level phenomena, potentially neglecting larger structural and systemic factors. Critics argue that this limitation may reduce their ability
to address complex global issues such as climate change, economic inequality, or political instability. Dependence on Empirical Data. The emphasis on empirical grounding, while a strength, can also be a limitation if data collection is biased or incomplete. Theories built on flawed data may fail to provide accurate explanations or predictions. Impact
and Legacy of Middle-Range Theory Despite these critiques, Merton’s middle-range theory has had a lasting impact on sociology and social science research. Its emphasis on empirical validation and practical relevance has influenced numerous disciplines, including psychology, political science, economics, and organizational studies. Guiding
Research Practices. Middle-range theory has become a standard approach for sociologists conducting research on specific social phenomena. By providing a framework for connecting data with theory, it has enhanced the rigor and relevance of sociological inquiry. Interdisciplinary Applications. The principles of middle-range theory have been applied
across disciplines to address complex problems. For example, public health researchers use middle-range theories to design interventions that address specific health behaviors or outcomes, such as smoking cessation or vaccine uptake. Policy Implications. Middle-range theory has informed policy development by offering actionable insights into
social problems. For example, Merton’s strain theory has influenced criminal justice policies aimed at reducing deviance by addressing structural inequalities. Contemporary Relevance In today’s rapidly changing world, Merton’s middle-range theory remains highly relevant. The increasing complexity of social issues—ranging from globalization and
technological change to environmental sustainability—requires theoretical frameworks that are both empirically grounded and adaptable. Technological Innovation. Middle-range theories are particularly useful for understanding the social implications of technological change. For example, theories of social networks and diffusion of innovation help
explain how new technologies are adopted and integrated into society. Global Challenges. The modularity of middle-range theories allows researchers to address specific aspects of global challenges, such as climate change, migration, or public health crises, while contributing to a broader understanding of these issues. Conclusion Robert K. Merton’s
concept of middle-range theory represents a pragmatic and balanced approach to sociological inquiry. By focusing on specific, observable phenomena and grounding theories in empirical evidence, Merton provided a framework for understanding the complexities of social life without succumbing to the limitations of grand theorizing or narrow
empiricism. Middle-range theory has transformed sociology by bridging theory and research, fostering interdisciplinary collaboration, and addressing practical social problems. Its enduring relevance reflects its adaptability and methodological rigor, ensuring that Merton’s legacy continues to shape the future of social science. Through this approach,
sociology remains a dynamic and impactful discipline, capable of addressing the challenges of an ever-changing world. Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these
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hallmark of his sociological work, representing a pragmatic and methodological shift in the field of sociology. Developed as a response to the polarized debates between grand theoretical frameworks and purely empirical research, Merton’s middle-range theory offered a balanced approach that emphasized building theories grounded in observable
phenomena while avoiding overly abstract generalizations. This concept has profoundly influenced sociology and social science research, providing a structured pathway for bridging abstract ideas with practical applications. This narrative explores the development of middle-range theory, its core principles, its contrast with other theoretical
approaches, and its enduring impact on sociology. The Development of Middle-Range Theory Middle-range theory emerged from Merton’s critique of two dominant trends in mid-20th-century sociology: grand theories, like those of Talcott Parsons, and narrow empirical studies devoid of theoretical underpinnings. Grand theories aimed to provide all-
encompassing explanations for human behavior and social systems. While ambitious, they often lacked empirical specificity and practical application. On the other hand, purely empirical studies offered detailed observations but failed to contribute to broader theoretical understanding. In his influential work Social Theory and Social Structure (1949),
Merton argued that sociology required a different kind of theoretical framework—one that neither aimed to explain everything nor restricted itself to isolated phenomena. Middle-range theories were his solution. These theories are intermediate in scope, focusing on specific aspects of social behavior or institutions while remaining empirically testable
and flexible. Defining Middle-Range Theory Merton described middle-range theory as: “theories that lie between the minor but necessary working hypotheses that evolve in abundance during day-to-day research and the all-inclusive systematic efforts to develop a unified theory that will explain all the observed uniformities of social behavior, social
organization, and social change.” Middle-range theories are designed to explain particular aspects of society rather than attempting to create a universal explanation for all social phenomena. They are rooted in empirical data, making them more adaptable and relevant to the complexities of real-world contexts. Core Principles of Middle-Range Theory
Merton’s middle-range theory is guided by several core principles that distinguish it from other sociological approaches: Focus on Specific Phenomena. Middle-range theories address particular aspects of social life, such as deviance, social mobility, or organizational behavior. For example, Merton’s theory of the self-fulfilling prophecy and his analysis
of manifest and latent functions are both middle-range theories that examine specific mechanisms within broader social systems. Empirical Grounding. Middle-range theories are built on observable and measurable phenomena. They rely on data collection and empirical validation, ensuring that theoretical claims are supported by evidence.
Connection Between Theory and Research. Middle-range theories emphasize the reciprocal relationship between theory and research. Theories guide the formulation of research questions, while research findings refine and expand theoretical frameworks. Avoidance of Grandiosity. Unlike grand theories, middle-range theories do not attempt to
provide overarching explanations for all aspects of human behavior. Instead, they focus on manageable and specific aspects of society, allowing for greater precision and practical utility. Flexibility and Modularity. Middle-range theories are adaptable and can be integrated with other theories. This modularity enables sociologists to build a cumulative
understanding of social phenomena over time. Middle-Range Theory in Action Merton’s own work provides numerous examples of middle-range theories that illustrate the principles outlined above: Theories of Deviance. Merton’s strain theory is a middle-range theory that examines how societal structures influence deviant behavior. It posits that
individuals experience strain when there is a disconnect between cultural goals (such as wealth or success) and the legitimate means available to achieve them. This theory provides a specific framework for understanding deviance within a broader context of social inequality and cultural expectations. Manifest and Latent Functions. The distinction
between manifest and latent functions is another example of a middle-range theory. By differentiating between the intended and unintended consequences of social actions, Merton provided a tool for analyzing the complexities of social institutions and behaviors. Reference Groups. Merton’s concept of reference groups explores how individuals
evaluate themselves based on the standards and values of specific social groups. This middle-range theory offers insights into social identity, motivation, and behavior. Contrasting Middle-Range Theory with Other Approaches Merton’s middle-range theory stands in contrast to both grand theoretical frameworks and narrowly focused empirical
studies. Understanding these distinctions helps clarify the significance of his contribution: Middle-Range Theory vs. Grand Theory. Grand theories, such as those proposed by Talcott Parsons in his structural-functionalism, aim to create universal explanations for all aspects of social life. While intellectually ambitious, these theories often struggle with
empirical applicability and practical relevance. Middle-range theories, in contrast, are more modest in scope and focus on specific phenomena that can be empirically tested. Middle-Range Theory vs. Empirical Research. Empirical research often involves detailed observations and data collection without necessarily contributing to broader theoretical
understanding. Middle-range theories bridge the gap between data and theory, ensuring that research findings are integrated into a coherent explanatory framework. Middle-Range Theory and Sociological Pragmatism. Middle-range theory reflects a pragmatic approach to sociology. It acknowledges the complexity of social life and avoids the
extremes of overgeneralization or excessive particularism. This balance makes middle-range theory particularly useful for addressing contemporary social problems. Critiques and Limitations While Merton’s middle-range theory has been widely acclaimed, it is not without critiques: Fragmentation of Knowledge. Some critics argue that middle-range
theories, by focusing on specific phenomena, risk creating a fragmented understanding of society. Without overarching frameworks, it may be difficult to integrate these theories into a cohesive picture of social life. Reluctance to Address Macro-Level Issues. Middle-range theories tend to focus on micro- or meso-level phenomena, potentially
neglecting larger structural and systemic factors. Critics argue that this limitation may reduce their ability to address complex global issues such as climate change, economic inequality, or political instability. Dependence on Empirical Data. The emphasis on empirical grounding, while a strength, can also be a limitation if data collection is biased or
incomplete. Theories built on flawed data may fail to provide accurate explanations or predictions. Impact and Legacy of Middle-Range Theory Despite these critiques, Merton’s middle-range theory has had a lasting impact on sociology and social science research. Its emphasis on empirical validation and practical relevance has influenced numerous
disciplines, including psychology, political science, economics, and organizational studies. Guiding Research Practices. Middle-range theory has become a standard approach for sociologists conducting research on specific social phenomena. By providing a framework for connecting data with theory, it has enhanced the rigor and relevance of
sociological inquiry. Interdisciplinary Applications. The principles of middle-range theory have been applied across disciplines to address complex problems. For example, public health researchers use middle-range theories to design interventions that address specific health behaviors or outcomes, such as smoking cessation or vaccine uptake. Policy
Implications. Middle-range theory has informed policy development by offering actionable insights into social problems. For example, Merton’s strain theory has influenced criminal justice policies aimed at reducing deviance by addressing structural inequalities. Contemporary Relevance In today’s rapidly changing world, Merton’s middle-range
theory remains highly relevant. The increasing complexity of social issues—ranging from globalization and technological change to environmental sustainability—requires theoretical frameworks that are both empirically grounded and adaptable. Technological Innovation. Middle-range theories are particularly useful for understanding the social
implications of technological change. For example, theories of social networks and diffusion of innovation help explain how new technologies are adopted and integrated into society. Global Challenges. The modularity of middle-range theories allows researchers to address specific aspects of global challenges, such as climate change, migration, or
public health crises, while contributing to a broader understanding of these issues. Conclusion Robert K. Merton’s concept of middle-range theory represents a pragmatic and balanced approach to sociological inquiry. By focusing on specific, observable phenomena and grounding theories in empirical evidence, Merton provided a framework for
understanding the complexities of social life without succumbing to the limitations of grand theorizing or narrow empiricism. Middle-range theory has transformed sociology by bridging theory and research, fostering interdisciplinary collaboration, and addressing practical social problems. Its enduring relevance reflects its adaptability and
methodological rigor, ensuring that Merton’s legacy continues to shape the future of social science. Through this approach, sociology remains a dynamic and impactful discipline, capable of addressing the challenges of an ever-changing world. In sociology, middle-range theory is a theory that makes a connection between the contrasting approaches
of grand theory and empirical research. Middle-range theory provides a way for sociologists to find a middle ground between the two approaches. It was developed by American sociologist Robert King Merton in the 1950s and 1960s. Merton applied middle-range theory to the study of various social phenomena. Numerous concepts related to middle-
range theory have been incorporated into the field of sociology, including the manner in which sociologists perform research.About Robert King MertonRobert King Merton was born on July 4, 1910, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Jewish parents. His birth name was Meyer R. Schkolnick, but he later changed his name when he became an amateur
magician as a teenager. Robert King Merton became his stage name.Merton attended Temple University, where he became a research assistant to sociologist and undergraduate teacher George E. Simpson. As a research assistant, Merton was involved with a project concerning race and the media. He later attended prestigious Harvard University.
There, Merton became a research assistant to sociologist Pitirim Sorokin, who was chair of Harvard's sociology department. Merton and Sorokin soon began coauthoring papers. Merton also took a course by sociologist Talcott Parsons. Both Sorokin and Parsons would influence Merton's later work.Merton published several scholarly articles in 1934
and 1935 while he was a graduate student. The articles included "Recent French Sociology," "The Course of Arabian Intellectual Development, 700-1300 A.D.," "Fluctuations in the Rate of Industrial Invention," and "Science and Military Technique." In 1938, he published the study Science, Technology, and Society in Seventeenth Century England,
which helped pave the way for the study of the sociology of science. Merton went on to teach at Columbia University, where he enjoyed a long career.Merton contributed much to the field of sociology. Besides developing the middle-range theory, he contributed to various fields of study, including bureaucracy, deviance, and communications. He also
helped break new ground in modern policy research. Some of his most important studies were those of World War II propaganda and mass communications, which he performed with the help of colleagues and students at Columbia. He also wrote the influential books Social Theory and Social Structure (1949) and On the Shoulders of Giants (1965),
which is also known by the acronym OTSOG. Additionally, he coined the phrases "self-fulfilling prophecy" and "role model."In his personal life, Merton married Harriet Zuckerman, who also collaborated with him on professional endeavors. The couple had three children. Merton died on February 23, 2003, in New York City at the age of ninety-
two.Overview of TheoryThe middle-range theory involves grand theory and empirical research, which are contrasting approaches. Grand theory is abstract theorizing that places more emphasis on the order and arrangement of concepts than on comprehension of society. Conversely, empirical research is research derived from observation and
experience instead of theories. As its name implies, the middle-range theory lies between these two approaches. It asserts that theory should be empirically based, and observation and experience should be theoretically based.When it came to sociological theories, Merton believed that grand theory was far too speculative and abstract and did not
relate to reality. He therefore believed that such theories did not allow for much understanding of society. His middle-range theory claims that sociological theories should be driven by fact rather than speculation. Furthermore, these facts should be arranged in a consolidated way and explained systematically.Middle-Range Theory in ActionMiddle-
range theory can be applied to the study of different social phenomena, including deviance, social structure, cultural structure, and mass communication. For example, Merton used his theory to study deviance, which is behavior that breaks social norms. Middle-range theory helped him determine that social structures have legitimate norms, goals,
and means and that people often are pressured into breaking them. The theory also aided Merton in identifying several types of individual variations. These included conformity, innovation, ritualism, retreatism, and rebellion. With conformity, an individual conforms to, or obeys, the norms, goals, and means of social structure. Through innovation, an
individual uses illegitimate means to accept legitimate goals. With ritualism, an individual rejects goals but accepts norms. An individual practicing retreatism condemns both goals and means. Lastly, with rebellion, an individual either conforms to goals and means or rejects them.All of these variations can be either functional or dysfunctional and
manifest or latent. Those that are functional allow a social structure to be adapted, while dysfunctional variations deter this from happening. Variations that are manifest comply with the accepted and proposed goals of the social structure, while variations that are latent do not comply with these goals. The deviant behavior of stealing is a good
example. Stealing may seem like it is always a manifest dysfunction. However, stealing is a latent function if an individual steals food for his children.BibliographyBurns, Janet M.C. "Middle-Range Theory." Encyclopedia of Case Study Research. Eds. Albert J. Mills, Gabrielle Durepos, and Elden Wiebe. Vol. 2. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Reference,
2010, 559-561. Print.Calhoun, Craig. "Robert K. Merton Remembered." American Sociological Association. American Sociological Association. Mar. 2003. Web. 9 Feb. 2015. Gordon. "Grand Theory." A Dictionary of Sociology. Encyclopedia.com. 1998. Web. 9 Feb. 2015. Gordon. "Middle-Range Theory." A Dictionary of Sociology. Encyclopedia.com.
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"self-fulfilling prophecy." He also coined many other phrases that have gone into everyday use, such as "role model" and "unintended consequences". He was heavily influenced by Pitirim Sorokin who tried to balance large-scale theorizing with a strong interest in empirical research and statistical studies. This and Paul Lazarsfeld influenced Merton to
occupy himself with middle-range theories. Theories of the middle range: Middle range theories of R.K Merton came as rejection of mega theory of Parsonian sociology. His theory advocates that theory building in sociology should not be governed by intellectual aggression or academic speculation. Sociological theories cannot afford to be rogue,
unrealistic, jargon focused and simply logical. Rather theories are developed in sociology to arrange the empirical facts in a consolidated manner. Hence sociological theories should be fact driven. The social theories should be coming out of facts to explain the facts in a systematic manner. Instead of being concerned about mega speculations that
there is a social system where there is exchange, negotiation, convergence, consequently control and integration sociology must look into the actual problems and issues related to empirical situations. During 1960s in America, political corruption, ethnic conflict, deviant behavior was largely manifested and Merton took interest in studying them and
explained all the emergent conditions using simply designed theoretical frameworks. Subsequently he identified these theories as middle range theories. As a reaction to mega theories Merton advocates that these theories are highly speculative and do not correspond to the empirical realities. They make an attempt to study every possible dimension
of social reality that is not possible in the field of sociology. The degree of abstraction is quite high when concepts are chosen to develop such theories therefore these kind of mega theories do not have much of relevance to understand the essence of social reality. Hence sociology must have to reject mega theoretical constructs replacing them by
middle range theories. Merton is not comfortable with the use of natural science theories in the field of sociology. He advocates that theories in natural science come out of cumulative research made on a given problem by large body of scholars in time and space. It is possible on part of a natural scientist to modify, amend or revise the theories of his
predecessors applying such theories to contemporary problems and issues. Natural phenomena being static, cumulative research on them become possible and a broad agreement among the researchers studying the same problem gives rise to the growth of unified theories in the field of natural sciences. In the field of sociology the form of capitalism,
patterns of democracy, role of family as a group keeps changing in time and space. Therefore cumulative research should largely speak about diversity, variabilities present in their structure and functions for which mega theories in sociology may be necessity to natural science but it is absolutely unwanted for sociological research. Sociology must
have to go for middle range theories than striving for scientific status extending natural science theories into the field of sociological research. Sociology should not be compared with natural sciences. Merton borrows substantive ideas from sociology of Weber as the basic problem with ideal type construct is that it asserts that totality of reality
cannot be studied by sociology therefore sociology must have to study the essence of reality. To Merton sociology is encountering with the problem of identification of the issues for conducting research that needs to be resolved. The weberian sociology is committed to macroscopic issues that are difficult to study in every possible detail. If sociological
research considers that it must have to address to microscopic structures then it will not be difficult for sociologists to understand various dimensions to a given social reality therefore Merton takes interest in the study of political corruption, machine politics considering these issues/problems are subjected to complete scientific investigation. Middle
Range theories in sociology advocate that how to sociological research facts are important than theories. It gives rise to a situation where facts speak for themselves. These theories are small understandable, on controversial universally acceptable conceptual devices coming out of a given empirical situation having capacity to explain same or
different types of situations without any possible ambiguities or controversies. For instance reference group theory, concept of in-group or out-group are defined as middle range theories which can provide a guide to sociological research in time and space. Clarifying functional analysis: Merton argues that the central orientation of functionalism is in
interpreting data by their consequences for larger structures in which they are implicated. Like Durkheim and Parsons he analyzes society with reference to whether cultural and social structures are well or badly integrated, is interested in the persistence of societies and defines functions that make for the adaptation of a given system. Finally,
Merton thinks that shared values are central in explaining how societies and institutions work.However he disagrees with Parsons on some issues which will be brought to attention in the following part. Dysfunctions: Parsons' work tends to imply that all institutions are inherently good for society. Merton emphasizes the existence of dysfunctions. He
thinks that something may have consequences that are generally dysfunctional or which are dysfunctional for some and functional for others. On this point he approaches conflict theory, although he does believe that institutions and values CAN be functional for society as a whole. Merton states that only by recognizing the dysfunctional aspects of
institutions, can we explain the development and persistence of alternatives. Merton's concept of dysfunctions is also central to his argument that functionalism is not essentially conservative. Manifest and latent functions: Manifest functions are the consequences that people observe or expect, latent functions are those that are neither recognized nor
intended. While Parsons tends to emphasize the manifest functions of social behavior, Merton sees attention to latent functions as increasing the understanding of society: the distinction between manifest and latent forces the sociologist to go beyond the reasons individuals give for their actions or for the existence of customs and institutions; it
makes them look for other social consequences that allow these practices' survival and illuminate the way society works.Dysfunctions can also be manifest or latent. Manifest dysfunctions include traffic jams, closed streets, piles of garbage, and a shortage of clean public toilets. Latent dysfunctions might include people missing work after the event to
recover. Functional alternatives Functionalists believe societies must have certain characteristics in order to survive. Merton shares this view but stresses that at the same time particular institutions are not the only ones able to fulfill these functions; a wide range of functional alternatives may be able to perform the same task. This notion of
functional alternative is important because it alerts sociologists to the similar functions different institutions may perform and it further reduces the tendency of functionalism to imply approval of the status quo. Merton's theory of deviance Merton's structural-functional idea of deviance and anomie. The term anomie, derived from Emile Durkheim, for
Merton means: a discontinuity between cultural goals and the legitimate means available for reaching them. Applied to the United States he sees the American dream as an emphasis on the goal of monetary success but without the corresponding emphasis on the legitimate avenues to march toward this goal. This leads to a considerable amount of
(the Parsonian term of) deviance. This theory is commonly used in the study of Criminology. (Specifically Strain Theory). Cultural goals Institutionalized means Modes of adaptation + + Conformity + - Innovation - + Ritualism - - Retreatism + *+ Rebellion Conformity is the attaining of societal goals by societal accepted means, while innovation is the
attaining of those goals in unaccepted ways. Ritualism is the acceptance of the means but the forfeit of the goals. Retreatism is the rejection of both the means and the goals and rebellion is a combination of rejection of societal goals and means and a substitution of other goals and means. Innovation and ritualism are the pure cases of anomie as
Merton defined it because in both cases there is a discontinuity between goals and means. Sociology of science Merton carried out extensive research into the sociology of science, developing the Mertonian norms of science. This is a list of ideals that scientists should strive to attain, specifically: Communalism Universalism Disinterestedness
Skepticism



